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HORSERACING BETTING LEVY BOARD 

New Levy Board Chair Appointed  

Paul Lee has been appointed as the new Chair of the Horserace Betting Levy Board, Minister 

for Sport Gerry Sutcliffe announced on 4 August 2009. 

 

The Levy Board is a public body that raises money for the improvement of horseracing and 

the advancement of veterinary science and education. It does this through collecting a 

statutory levy from bookmakers. 

 

Mr Lee is a Senior Partner and 

Board Chairman at Addleshaw 

Goddard LLP, one of the UK‘s 

leading law firms.  He also 

serves on the Confederation of 

British Industry (CBI) board 

and is Chairman of the North 

West Business Leadership 

Team. 

 

Paul Lee will take up the post on 1 October 2009 for a four year 

term.  He succeeds Robert Hughes CBE, who has chaired the 

Levy Board since 1998. 

 

Gerry Sutcliffe said:  ―I am very pleased Paul Lee will be 

taking on the role of Levy Board Chair.  He has significant 

expertise in law and business that will prove invaluable during 

this important period for the Levy Board.  The fact that he does 

not have any allegiances to bookmakers or racing should 

strengthen his ability to act as a mediator between both sides.  I 

am confident he will provide the kind of leadership needed to 

proceed with modernising the Levy. 

 

I would also like to place on record my thanks to Robert Hughes for his leadership over the 

last 11 years.‖ 

 

Paul Lee said:  ―I am delighted to be joining the Levy Board, particularly at a challenging time 

for the industry.  As a keen race-goer, I will relish the opportunity to make a contribution to 

the sport.  I look forward to working with both racing and bookmakers and am hopeful that we 

can work together to ensure that the Levy system continues to benefit all those with an interest 

in racing.‖ 
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RACING FOR CHANGE 

Racing For Change Unveils Key Strategic Goals  
Industry Consultation To Commence On Premium Product  

The recently established Racing for Change 

Board unveiled its strategic goals and 

announced on the 11 August that it is now 

embarking on the next phase of the project 

aimed at widening the appeal of 

horseracing, a phase that will include 

industry wide consultation on the 

development of racing‘s premium product. 

 

The Racing for Change board has prioritised 

what it believes to be the key 

recommendations and ideas of the project 

groups assembled in May. These will now 

be brought to life through a series of actions 

running in parallel, including industry 

consultation, executive recruitment and 

additional consumer research. 

 

The Racing for Change Board has set four 

key strategies: 

 

1.Define and launch a strategy that develops 

distinct premium branded racing events, 

such as clearly defined seasons, 

championships and finales. 

2.Develop a pro-active relationship with the 

betting industry to maximise the delivery 

of the racing product – to betting shops 

and on-line - and making it more 

accessible to a wider market. 

3.Introduce marketing and communication 

expertise to develop and launch a tightly 

co-ordinated marketing and PR strategy 

for racing that creates mass market appeal, 

which moves racing beyond its narrow 

confines to a broader sports and consumer 

media. 

4.Establish a template and assessment 

criteria for the raceday customer 

experience – recognising the need for 

racing to develop its consumer offering if 

wanting to retain new consumers attracted 

to the sport. 

 

Development  o f  the  proposals 

recommended by the premier project group 

to the Racing for Change Board will 

commence immediately and will be the 

subject of a three month consultation 

programme across the industry scheduled to 

begin this month. 

 

The aim is to implement initiatives which 

will deliver a structure showcasing the 

sport‘s quality events, supported by pro-

active relationships with the betting industry 

and a co-ordinated marketing and 

communications strategy for British racing. 

 

Initial proposals for consultation include: 

 

Identifying key fixtures to clearly 

emphasise the start and finish of the 

premier Flat season 

A new showcase finale which could 

crown the Flat season‘s champions 

A focus on creating premier fixtures 

with more Group 1 races on Saturdays 

through the Flat season 

The development of an idea of a new 

team based championship (at handicap 

level) on Summer Saturdays. 

A new premier Jumps championship 

where horses will be required to 

qualify to compete in the feature races 

at the Cheltenham Festival. 

A strengthening of the link between 

the Cheltenham Festival and the John 

Smith‘s Grand National Meeting. 

 

 

 

 

/Contd….. 
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Chris McFadden, Chairman of REL and the 

Racing for Change Board, said: ―Through 

prior consultation with racing‘s stakeholders, 

one area of consensus is that the current de-

cline in racing‘s share of the betting market, 

its media rights values, racecourse attendance 

and racehorse ownership will not correct it-

self. 

 

The Racing for Change Board is made up of 

those parts of the industry who can actually 

deliver change and we are committed to de-

veloping and implementing measures to 

broaden the appeal of racing, reach a wider 

consumer audience and maximise participa-

tion with the sport. It is important to recognise 

that the proposals recommended for consulta-

tion are just that – concepts and ideas that we 

believe move us closer to achieving our objec-

tives. None of the recommendations represent 

definitive plans and nothing is set in stone.  

 

The consultation process will seek to include 

all parts of the racing and betting industry in 

the UK and even further afield, as we may 

need to have discussions with our friends 

overseas in relation to the European pattern. 

The feedback from these consultations, to-

gether with additional consumer research, will 

be considered by the Racing for Change 

Board later in year. 

 

One of the challenges for all involved in this 

process is to accept that not all of the recom-

mended concepts and ideas will find favour. 

Some will feel the proposals go too far, while 

others will believe they have not gone far 

enough. The objective of this next phase, 

based on the feedback we get from the indus-

try and the consumer research, is to further 

develop our thinking so that that we have the 

best strategy in place to achieve our objec-

tives.‖ 

 

In order to deliver its aims and objectives, 

REL has commenced the process to recruit 

two full-time executives: 

 

A marketing communications director will 

oversee the development of racing‘s central 

promotional activity to ensure that its stories 

are told more effectively and reach beyond the 

racing pages. Areas of focus will include the 

creation of hooks and compelling narrative to 

attract new consumers and to maximise rac-

ing‘s PR on a 52 weeks a year basis. 

 

A senior appointee will be tasked with devel-

oping a mutually beneficial relationship with 

the betting industry, working pro-actively on 

the delivery of the racing product – to betting 

shops and on-line - and making it more acces-

sible to a wider market. 

 

Ian Barlow, RCA Chairman said: ―Racing 

needs an integrated approach to its messaging 

so that we build up interest before each week-

end or big occasion – with a steady stream of 

human interest stories featuring our top 

horses, jockeys and trainers.  With regard to 

the betting role, we recognise the need for a 

dedicated, professionally managed relation-

ship with bookmakers – a key customer 

group.‖ 

 

Rod Street, Project Director for Racing for 

Change, added: ―As a result of the work of the 

project groups we have a reservoir of good 

ideas. The job of the Racing for Change board 

has been to separate the tactical from the stra-

tegic. There are lots of straightforward items 

we can action relatively quickly but it is vital 

we address the material issues that will posi-

tively affect racing‘s future  – the premium 

product, the way we tell our stories, the 

sport‘s relationship with the betting industry 

and how we interact with our customers.‖ 

 

 

RACING FOR CHANGE 

Racing For Change Unveils Key Strategic Goals  
Industry Consultation To Commence On Premium Product  

/Contd…... 
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RACE PLANNING 

2010 Fixture List - Overview  

The 2010 Fixture List was published on 23 

July.  The list 

Includes a total of 1,503 programmed 

fixtures (2009: 1,490), comprising 913 

Flat and 590 Jump fixtures (2009: 919 

and 571 respectively). Flat fixtures 

include 611 Turf fixtures and 302 

AWT fixtures (2009: 590 and 329 

respectively); 

Encompasses 1,203 Racecourse 

fixtures, 259 BHA fixtures and 41 Self

-Funded fixtures (2009: 1,203, 249 and 

38 respectively);  

Contains 1,134 afternoon fixtures, 260 

evening fixtures during the main 

period of evening racing, and 109 

floodlit winter evening fixtures (2009: 

1,131, 248 and 111 respectively). 

Accounts for 93 midweek AWT winter 

evening fixtures and 16 Saturday 

evenings (94 and 17 in 2009 

respectively).   

Will now house 585 betting sessions 

compared with 581 in 2008.  
 

Sunday Fixtures: The 2010 Fixture List 

includes fixtures programmed on every 

Sunday of the year.  In the light of the 

findings included within the Strategic Review 

of the Fixture List, 4 winter Sundays had 

originally been left free of fixtures in the 

2009 Fixture List.  These Sundays were 

subsequently filled as part of the 48th Levy 

Scheme agreement.  In addition, an all-

Jumping Sunday in the middle of summer, 

introduced in 2009, has been retained in the 

2010 Fixture List, with Perth, Southwell and 

Stratford-On-Avon due to race on 11 July. 

Evenings: In 2010, the core period of 

evening fixtures will commence on Friday 16 

April and run until the end of August.  6 more 

evenings in August have been filled, which 

created 12 additional fixtures.  In line with 

the extension of LBO opening hours, floodlit 

evening fixtures have been programmed to 

cover Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 

evenings outside of this period.  

Enterprise Fixtures: No additional 

Enterprise Fixtures were allocated in 2010.  

The RCA Board, at its meeting on 23 July, 

decided that Enterprise Fixtures should 

remain in their current slots with Integrity 

Funding for 2010 with a view that as and 

when they produced incremental Levy, prize 

money funding for these fixtures should be 

considered.  The Levy Board has stated that it 

will, once again, not make any contribution to 

the prize money at these fixtures.  

Racecourses staging Enterprise fixtures will, 

as in 2009, be required to offer total prize 

money of at least £30,000 (Jump) or £40,000 

(Flat) at each such fixture. 

Jump to Flat Fixtures Ratio: The 2010 

Fixture List has undergone a significant 

change in its composition between codes, 

with the number of Jump fixtures increasing 

by 19 and the number of Flat fixtures reduced 

by 6 from 2009. 
 

Jump Fixtures - The number of Jump fixtures 

has increased to 590, the highest number ever 

programmed, representing 39.3% of the 2010 

Fixture List.  The principal factors leading to 

this increase include:  
 

Self Funded fixtures – the creation of 3 

additional fixtures; 

August Evenings – the creation of 3 

additional fixtures; 

In 2009, there were 3 afternoons 

during the winter that included 2 AWT 

fixtures. The preferred fixture structure 

throughout the core Jump Season is for 

1 AWT fixture to be programmed each 

afternoon, thereby retaining maximum 

emphasis for Jump racing whilst 

ensuring that domestic racing takes 

place on a daily basis in all but the 

most extreme weather conditions. 1 of 

the AWT fixtures on each of these 

afternoons has therefore been replaced 

with a Jump fixture; 

Resolving issues associated with the 

compacted week in late March and the 

blank week in early January also led to 

an increase in Jump fixtures at the 

expense of AWT Flat fixtures. 

 /Contd…... 
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RACE PLANNING 

2010 Fixture List - Overview  

/Contd…... 

Flat Fixtures - The total number of Flat fixtures 

has dropped by 6 from 2009.  The balance 

between Turf and AWT has also altered, with 

21 additional Turf fixtures and 27 fewer AWT 

fixtures.  This is partly the result of a number of 

the factors listed above. In addition, 15 of the 

fixtures allocated to Great Leighs (AWT) in 

2009 have been reallocated to Turf racecourses 

in 2010. 

Bank Holidays: 3 additional Bank Holiday 

fixtures were created in 2009 to address cases 

of particular regions being starved of fixtures 

on customer-friendly dates.  This initiative was 

extended in the 2010 Fixture List with 

applications invited for additional Self-Funded 

Bank Holiday fixtures.  Given the differences in 

relation to Bank Holidays in Scotland, 

applications were also invited from Scottish 

racecourses to stage such fixtures on any local 

holiday in the racecourse‘s region. 
 

2 Bank Holiday applications, both Jump 

fixtures, were approved by the Fixture 

Allocation Committee and the Board:  

Musselburgh – New Year‘s Day and Towcester 

– Spring Bank Holiday.   

Additional Self-Funded Fixtures: 

Racecourses were also invited to apply to stage 

fixtures that would coincide with a special 

occasion or would form part of a local/

community initiative. These would be wholly 

self-funded, with applications to be considered 

on the basis of the importance of the special 

occasion or the magnitude of the local/

community initiative. The Board agreed that a 

maximum of 4 such fixtures per annum could 

be allocated, with any such fixtures allocated 

for between 1 and 3 years, depending on the 

particular circumstances associated with the 

application. 1 application was received and 

approved by the Board, at Perth on Saturday 21 

August 2010 as part of the Perth 800 

celebrations. This would be on a wholly self-

funded basis and for 1-year only.  

Winter Evenings: No significant changes to 

the programme of winter evening fixtures were 

made. The total number of such fixtures is 109, 

two fewer than in 2009.  An improvement in 

the return from winter evening fixtures will be 

required for these fixtures to be programmed in 

future years and, to that end, their performance, 

and the ability of the horse population to 

service them, will continue to be monitored 

closely. In addition, the results from models 

being developed by the Betting Patterns 

Working Party will also be taken into 

consideration in determining their future. 

BHA Fixtures: The 2010 Fixture List 

comprises 259 BHA fixtures, representing 

17.2% of all fixtures.  60 of these fixtures were 

already allocated (i.e. in mid-lease) and 16 

fixtures were allocated to Ffos Las outside of 

the bidding process in accordance with the 

current policy for New Racecourses. The 

remaining 183 fixtures were offered during the 

annual online bidding process, divided between 

the codes as follows: 
 

39 Flat – all racecourses (1 on a 

regionally restricted basis) 

37 Jump (2 on a regionally restricted 

basis) 

107 Flat – AWT and Floodlit racecourses 

only (i.e. during the Winter Flat Season 

and/or floodlit evening fixtures) 
 

The results from the bidding process included: 
 

Flat Fixtures ï All Racecourses: The highest 

winning bid was £60,000; last year it was 

£75,000. 

The median winning bid was £18,000, 

compared with £24,750 last year, when only 18 

fixtures had been available. 

Jump Fixtures: The highest winning bid was 

£42,000, compared with a highest bid of 

£35,000 in last year‘s bidding process. 

The median winning bid was £8,000, which is 

significantly below last year‘s equivalent of 

£16,500. This decline was partly a result of the 

fact that, because of the creation of the blank 

week at the beginning of January, sixteen of the 

BHA Jump fixtures offered were in the first two 

weeks of the year. 

AWT/Floodlit Fixtures: All such fixtures were 

sold for £100 or £200. 

/Contd…... 
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RACE PLANNING 

/Contd…… 
 

Development Fund: Finance for the 

Development Fund is sourced from the 

bidding process for BHA fixtures, with 

racecourses paying a proportion of their 

successful bids into the fund. In addition, the 

Levy Board currently contributes, on an 

annual basis, any interest generated from the 

proceeds from the sale of HFL. The current 

economic climate has contributed towards 

reduced bidding levels and, with no additional 

amounts paid into the fund from performance 

bonds (as in previous years), the 2010 

Development Fund is expected to fall by 

approximately £½m: 

    2009   2010 

Carry forward from 

previous year  £0.35m     - 

Bidding Process  

for BHA fixtures  £1.31m      £1.10m 

HBLB – interest from  

HFL proceeds   £0.49m      £0.53m 

TOTAL   £2.15m      £1.63m 
 

This reduction is hugely concerning, 

threatening the future of a number of the 

important races currently supported by the 

fund. Proposals for 2010 are currently being 

developed. 

New Racecourses: The Board allocated 16 

BHA fixtures outside the bidding process to 

Ffos Las, subject to the racecourse 

contributing no less than £210,000 to prize 

money at these fixtures and the average 

contribution to prize money at the Flat 

fixtures being at least £10,000.  In addition, 

Ffos Las successfully bid for 12 fixtures in 

the bidding process. Their 2010 Fixture List, 

therefore, comprises 16 Jump and 12 Flat 

fixtures. 

Great Leighs: All fixtures originally 

allocated to Essex County Showground 

Group Limited to be staged at Great Leighs 

have now been reallocated. The 16 fixtures 

previously allocated outside of the bidding 

process were offered to other racecourses 

during the main bidding process in June. The 

12 fixtures in mid-lease were offered via an 

additional process. The successful bids 

totalled £92,500 (median £8,500), which is 

significantly below the amount that was bid 

by Great Leighs (£278,700, median £24,250) 

when securing these leases in previous years. 
 

No fixtures will be staged at Great Leighs 

before 2011 and its participation in the 2011 

fixture allocation process would be subject to 

an application being approved in 2010. 

Carla Moore 

2010 Fixture List - Overview  

2010 Levy Board Funding Reductions  

You will have read that the Levy Board recently agreed an across the board cut of 5% in all its 

expenditure.  The RCA Executive is currently working with the Levy Board and BHA Executives 

to agree how this cut can have a minimal impact on Racecourse BDRs.  It is anticipated that the 

Levy Board will reveal the 2010 BDRs at the end of August.  One option which is being 

considered is issuing BDRs on a quarterly basis.  The practicalities of this and possible flexibility 

for racecourses are currently being explored. 

 

Unfortunately, the 5% cut also applies to the 2010 Fixtures Incentive Scheme.  It is anticipated 

that an across-the-board reduction will  be implemented, although the RCA Executive has 

requested that winter payments need to be looked at carefully.          Carla Moore 

2010 Minimum Values  

Following the agreement of BDR‘s the BHA will consider the level of Minimum Values for 2010. 

These may need amending, but this is all dependent on whether the current race programme can be 

sustained in light of the new BDR‘s.  It is hoped that an agreement can be reached before 

racecourses have to submit their race programmes for Volume I of the 2010 Programme Book 

(deadline 11 September).                  Carla Moore 
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RACE PLANNING 

Race Times 2009/10  

Racecourses should have received the finalised race times for the fourth quarter of 2009 

following a meeting of the Race Times Working Party. This document includes race times for 

October, November and December following the completion of Programme Book 4 and 

receipt of provisional television schedules for this period. The Working Party has tried to 

keep first race times unchanged from the initial document (sent out in October ‗08) as far as 

possible however in some circumstances these may have changed in order to fit in with 

television schedules or due to revised numbers of races on particular days. 

  

As ever, days affected by terrestrial television (dates coloured pink in the document, which 

include all Saturdays) will be subject to later change once television schedules are 

finalised (usually 10 days before). If changes need to be made, James Savage the BHA 

Fixtures and Race Times Executive will try to ensure that first race times are not moved 

earlier unless it is absolutely unavoidable, and always after full consultation with the 

racecourses involved. In the meantime if you have any race time queries or requests then 

please let James know (0207 152 0053). 

  

The draft Race Times document for 2010 will be circulated to racecourses later this month. 

Racecourses will be required to respond with any requests for amendments probably by the 

end of September.                  Carla Moore 

                       

Volume I 2010 Programme Book  

The race programmes for fixtures taking 

place between 1 January and 31 March 

2010, which will feature in Volume 1 of the 

2010 Programme Book, will be available 

for collection from the Weatherbys 

database on Friday, 14 August.   

  

Races for a number of the BHA Fixtures 

have been added to the base already.  There 

is no further requirement to alter these 

races, but please add your own race titles 

a n d  s p o n s o r s h i p  d e t a i l s  a s 

appropriate.  Please call the BHA Racing 

Department if for any reason you are unable 

to run any of the races included, to discuss 

alternative options.  Mike Waring (0207 

152 0056) and Richard Russell (0207 152 

0054) will be contacting other racecourses 

staging BHA Fixtures, once plans have 

been finalised. You should make any 

amendments to your programmes, using the 

TRICL software, and then submit them to 

the BHA Racing Department by no later 

than Friday 11 September.      

            Carla Moore 

Pre -Advertising Division Times  

The BHA Racing Department has agreed to monitor declarations and make use of the banner 

on the Racing Admin site to advertise division times as soon as it is known that a specific race 

will divide.  This has begun immediately. 

Carla Moore 
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RACE PLANNING 

Competitive Racing Statistics  

Attached for Racecourse Managers are the latest racing statistics.  Points of note, where the 

increase/decrease between the two study periods are marked, are as follows: 

 

Quarter - April - June 2009 (April - June 2008)  

Flat 

Claimer field sizes up nearly 12% for the same period in 2009 than 2008.  

 Jump 

Over 11% more weight-for-age Steeple Chases (9 more) and 14% more NHF races (9 more) 

were run in 2009 than 2008. 

 

Month - June 2009 - June 2008 

Flat 

A higher proportion of races were run with fewer than 8 declarations (17% in June 2009 

from 10% in June 2008). This is most likely due to ground conditions.  

 Jump 

Field sizes in weight-for-age Steeple Chases were up on 2008 by over 24%.  

There were 7 more weight-for-age Hurdle races run than in June 2008 (15% more). 

Carla Moore 

Betting Patterns Working Party Report  

The BPWP met on 22 July.  The RCA was 

represented by Carla Moore, Ian Renton and 

John Smee.  A summary of discussions is 

below: 

Divided Races: It was recommended to keep 

the cut off for divisions at 20 and not reduce it 

to 18, which would only have created an extra 

66 races.  The Bookmakers were happy that 

implementing the new arrangements with 

regard to dividing races, would create an 

additional 335 races. 

Good Friday: Indicative figures will be 

produced for future meetings. The BHA was 

asked to provide the financial requirements 

for creating the optimum Easter weekend race 

programme. 

2010 Specials: Discussed the possible impact 

to horseracing of the Football World Cup and 

Golf Ryder Cup and whether the BHA/

racecourses should take preventative steps 

(i.e. change race times or fixtures).  The 

Bookmakers confirmed that it would have a 

negative effect, but said that it all depended 

on who was playing who.  For instance, if 

England did not qualify for the World Cup 

than there was no real problem, however if 

the final happened to be England v Germany 

than it would have a major impact.  Therefore 

they suggested that the BHA/racecourses 

should decide nearer the time whether any 

action was needed.  This item will be kept on 

the agenda. 

Uniform Betting Data: The Secretary of the 

Bookmakers‘ Committee, Patrick Nixon, has 

had a meeting with the analysts of William 

Hill, Ladbrokes and Coral in order to equalise 

the process of Bookmakers supplying data to 

the Group in a presentable format.  The 

figures will come from retail shops (LBOs) 

only and it is anticipated that the exercise will 

be finalised in October.  Betfair will provide 

data to PN separately. It was pointed out to 

the Bookmakers that it was important to 

compare the newly created Twilight fixtures 

in September with evening data (both from 

this year and 2008).  

Next meeting: Wednesday 21 October at 

2.00 pm at the Levy Board offices.  

 

Carla Moore 
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RACE PLANNING 

Short Report BHA Racing Committee  

The Committee met on 23 July.  The RCA was 

represented by Michael Prosser (Newmarket) 

with Lizzie Lea (RCA) in attendance.  A 

summary of the items discussed follows: 

Running Order Issues: MP requested that the 

status quo remained for racecourses to set their 

own orders of running for a day‘s racing 

without too many restrictions.    The 

Committee agreed.  

Yearling Bonus Scheme: Breeders would be 

unhappy if this Scheme coincided with 

breeders‘ prizes being cut for 2010.  They 

forewarned the BHA Board that they would not 

support such cuts, especially as they had been 

supportive of the Yearling Bonus Scheme 

which had now been taken up for 2,500 

yearlings. 

Pre-Advertising Division Times: BHA 

confirmed that they had started to make use of 

the banner on the Racing Admin site to 

advertise division times as soon as it was 

known that a specific race would divide.  The 

BHA called the racecourse to confirm the 

division times and immediately placed these on 

the admin site. This procedure could become 

difficult if a few races divided on the same day.  

A progress report will be made at the next 

meeting. 

Fixture List 2010: The Development Fund and 

Enhancement Fund figures would be discussed 

at the next meeting.  It was confirmed that it 

looked like there would be a 5% cut on Levy 

funding across the Board including the 7th Race 

Scheme and Enhancement Fund.  There will be 

a significant downturn in the Development 

Fund Pool.  The 2010 Development Fund is 

expected to fall by approximately £500,000. 

Great Leighs: The BHA Board has discussed 

whether they could reapply as a new 

racecourse, it was confirmed that they could 

not.  However a new owner would be entitled 

to apply for 16 fixtures (these would not 

necessarily include their original 16 fixtures). 

Report from Flat Racing Sub Committee: 

With regard to óFinishing Distances/Lengths 

Per-Secondô Ruth Quinn reported that she had 

asked for representatives from the International 

Race Planning Committee to provide their 

countries‘ method of calculation for distances 

to be presented at the next meeting in October 

2009. 

óSprint Races at Chesterô - Chester racecourse 

had requested that the reserves be allowed to 

take the stall of the non-runner (rather than an 

allotted stall at declaration time).  This trial was 

conceived due to the number of non-runners 

with a high draw, some owners who had been 

balloted out were keen to run their horses 

regardless of their draw.  The Committee did 

not agree this reserve system as it raised 

integrity issues.  The trial was agreed but only 

with the current method of allocating reserve 

horses a stalls position at declaration time. 

Report from Jump Racing Sub-Committee: 

Possible Rises in Grade 1 and 2 Novices‘ 

Hurdle parameters will be discussed at its next 

meeting. 

Triumph Hurdle Application:  An application 

from Cheltenham Racecourse requesting an 

amendment to the conditions was discussed.  A 

decision was deferred until wider discussion 

had taken place with the view to a change 

being introduced in 2011. 

Returning Entry Stakes in Early Closing 

Races in Relation to Horses that Have Died 

Since Entry: The Committee unanimously 

decided not to endorse this recommendation. 

Goodwood Speed Bonus: Goodwood 

Racecourse requested changing all races to 

Open Handicaps in order to guarantee a large 

pool of horses.  The bonus requires a take up of 

between 200 and 400 horses to make the 

scheme worthwhile.  The Committee did not 

support this proposal as they considered that 

the races would attract sufficient numbers of 

horses with their current conditions. 

New Jump Race Types: The Committee 

considered the introduction of Maiden Auction 

Hurdle races for Jumping put forward by the 

RCA Race Planning Group.  The Committee 

decided not to pursue these races as they would 

exclude the large number of NH horses sold 

through private sale.   

Date of Next Meeting: Thursday 3 September 

2009.      

          Carla Moore 



ISSUE 8                                                                                                                    AUGUST  2009 

10 

 

 

Yearling Bonus Scheme  

RACE PLANNING 

The terms and conditions of the Yearling Bonus 

Scheme have been finalised and the details are 

below: 
 

Main sponsor is the Racing Post and its 

resources will be used for the promotion of the 

scheme and the yearling sales.  The scheme will 

be known as the ‗Racing Post Yearling Bonus' 

and is designed as a stimulus package to 

specifically improve demand at the yearling 

sales.   

It will pay the participating owner a £10,000 

bonus on their eligible 2yo winning a selected 

‗Racing Post Yearling Bonus' Maiden race in 

2010 in the UK, Ireland and abroad, with 10% 

of the bonuses being allocated to 3yo Maiden 

races to be run in 2011. 

It is voluntary and open to all yearlings 

catalogued in any British and Irish sale held 

between 1 August 2009 and 1 December 2009.   

The deadline for registration and vendor 

payment of the £250 registration fee was 15 

July 2009 for yearlings catalogued at sales due 

to take place on or before 18 October 2009.  

Payment to the bonus account at Weatherbys 

must have been received by this date so that 

yearling sales catalogues could be correctly 

stamped with the bonus logo in time for 

publication.  For any other qualifying sale, the 

relevant payment and registration form must be 

received before the closing date of the sale. 

Horses entered in the Doncaster St Leger Sales 

were required to be registered by 1 July 2009 if 

vendors wanted their inclusion to be noted on 

the catalogue page.   

Included on the vendor registration form is an 

irrevocable instruction to the sales companies to 

deduct the first £250 from the sales proceeds of 

their yearling and pay it into the bonus account 

at Weatherbys.   

An owner registration fee of £250 per horse will 

be payable by the purchaser to the bonus fund at 

Weatherbys before 15 December 2009, or 

£1000 if paid between 16 December 2009 and 

15 March 2010.   

In the event that a yearling is not sold or is 

withdrawn from the sales, the vendor may keep 

their yearling in the scheme by making the 

further vendor and owner payments totalling 

£500 before 15 December 2009, or £1250 if 

paid between 16 December 2009 and 15 March 

2010.   

The number of bonus payments in the scheme 

will depend on take up. 

Sales companies, as beneficiaries of the scheme 

are to contribute to the scheme by assisting with 

promotion, administration, fund collection and 

financial contribution.  

The sales companies will be responsible for the 

collection of the second £250 per yearling 

vendor payment and will also contribute a 

figure equal to 10% of the vendor's contribution 

per yearling.  In the event that a registered horse 

wins a bonus and the relevant sales company 

has not received full payment for that horse, the 

bonus will be withheld for 14 days from the 

start time of the race.  If at this time payment 

for the lot has still not been made to the 

satisfaction of the sales company the bonus will 

be forfeited without refund. 

The £10,000 bonuses will be paid 

proportionally to accurately reflect the market 

share of all countries that have purchased horses 

at the yearling sales between 2006 and 2008.  

This aspect of the scheme will be actively 

promoted by both BBM and Irish Thoroughbred 

Marketing prior to the yearling sales to 

demonstrate how the scheme will reward 

foreign investment.   

On the basis of historical export data supplied 

by Weatherbys to identify the percentages for 

accurate distribution, the fund will be divided as 

follows: 

60% - United Kingdom - Bonuses to be 

attached to Maiden races. 

18% - Ireland - Bonuses to be attached to 

Maiden races. 

22% - Rest of the World - To be paid out in 

£10,000 bonuses on a first come first served 

basis until each country's share of the fund is 

used up. 

UK bonuses will be attached to Open Maiden, 

Fillies‘ Maiden, Maiden Auction and Median 

Auction Maiden races to be spread throughout 

the turf Flat season over the full range of 

distances to be raced over by 2yo in 2010, with 

10% of the bonuses being allocated to 3yo 

Maiden races in 2011.   

Only a bonus registered horse can win a 

£10,000 bonus - and only by winning a selected 

race.  Therefore as non registered horses may 

win those races there may well be a roll on until 

all of the pot has been won.   

Carla Moore 
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RACE PLANNING 

Jump Racing Development Group  

A meeting of the BHA Jump Race 

Development Group was held on 29 

June.  Below is a summary of the main points 

discussed:  

 

RCA Representation:  The Group thanked 

Carla Moore for her considerable contribution 

to the Group and noted that Caroline Davies 

would replace her as the RCA representative.  

Easy Fix Hurdles: It was noted that the Easy 

Fix hurdles had been introduced in Ireland and 

that some modifications had been 

necessary.  The BHA would continue to 

monitor their use. 

Jump Racing ï Australia:  The Group was 

aware that jump racing in Australia had a very 

different profile to that in Britain.  The BHA 

commissioned report on the Jump Racing 

Victoria Review was tabled for information.  

Welfare Communications Workshop: 
Following on from 2008 Newbury Workshop, 

work is continuing to develop and communicate 

clear messages both within and outside the 

industry. 

Research: It was reported that a study had been 

commissioned to identify how the risk of fatal 

and non-fatal injuries in jump racing could be 

minimised.  Tim Parkin of Glasgow University 

is leading the project and a summary of the 

work to be done has been circulated to 

racecourses.  

DEFRA:  The Group was informed that Jim 

Fitzpatrick, Minister for the Horse & Exotic 

Diseases, had replaced Jane Kennedy.  BHA 

will maintain an on-going dialogue focussing 

on horse passports, disease control and the costs 

associated with this.  

Free Lease Scheme: The ROA reported that 

they had received a significant number of 

enquiries from their members about the recently 

introduced free lease scheme.  

New Owners: It was agreed that information 

would be sought from British Bloodstock 

Marketing about their activities specific to jump 

racing. 

Point to Point Season:  A report on the point 

to point season was tabled and has been 

circulated to racecourses for information. 

Order of Merit:  It was agreed that as the 

promotion of the OoM had been passed to REL, 

an update on jump race promotion would be 

sought. 

Pony Racing: The Group noted that the PRA 

application to the Levy Board for grant funding 

had been successful and that there was ongoing 

dialogue with some doctors regarding their 

insurance cover. 

2010 Fixture List: The Group noted that it was 

likely that 1503 fixtures would be scheduled for 

2010 of which 590 would be jump fixtures, a 

record number. 

Owners Guide: The RCA and ROA have 

liaised regarding the provision of the Owners 

Guide to Jump Racing and it has been agreed 

that the document will be included as a PDF on 

the ROA website with the possibility of 

racecourses including a link on their sites.  

Date of Next Meeting: The next meeting will 

be held at 2.00 pm on Friday 25 September at 

75 High Holborn.    

 

Contact: Caroline Davies 

(caroline.davies@racecourseassociation.co.uk)  

Edward Gillespie 

(edward.gillespie@jockeyclubracecourses.com) 

Sam Morshead 

(sam@perth-races.co.uk) 

 

 

 

Caroline Davies 
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RACE PLANNING 

BRITISH HORSERACING AUTHORITY 

Changes to the TRICL Clerks system  

From 7 September 2009, the BHA is introducing the new Rules of Racing.  This new wording will 

appear within published Race Conditions for racing on or after this date (ie. for races contained 

within Racing Calendar 33 onwards, the Jump Pattern & Listed Book and Programme Book 

Volume 1, 2010).  

 

The new wording will be introduced to the TRICL proofing process in 2 stages.  The first stage will 

amend the wording in relation to the distribution of prize money and the second stage will amend 

the wording within the relevant race conditions text.  These 2 stages will come into effect over the 

next few weeks. 

 

A notice of the changes was circulated to all Racecourses with the recent Thursday email.  For 

reference the new Rules wording can be found in full at http://newrules.britishhorseracing.com.  

Carla Moore 

Please note that the British Horseracing Authority is now in its new offices:  

  

British Horseracing Authority 

75 High Holborn 

London 

WC1V 6LS 

  

www.britishhorseracing.com  

  

Tel: 020 7152 0000 

Fax: 020 7152 0001  

  

There is a change of telephone number for some direct dial numbers. Any that previously began 

with 020 7152 remain unchanged. All our numbers will now begin 0207 152, so those that 

previously began 0207 189 have changed as follows: e.g. 020 7189 3863 becomes 020 7152 0163.  

Owen Byrne 

BHA Move  

Press Office  

Owen Byrne has left the Authority after eight years. Until a successor is appointed, please put any 

filming requests, press issues through to Paul Struthers, Media Relations Manager on 

pstruthers@britishhorseracing.com or 020 7152 0162.  

Owen Byrne 

http://newrules.britishhorseracing.com
http://www.britishhorseracing.com
mailto:pstruthers@britishhorseracing.com
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RACETECH 

RaceTech ë  Comes Home a Winner  

RaceTech is delighted to announce that their 

hard work outside of racing is starting to pay 

dividends. This has been a prime focus area 

and has involved launching a new web site 

(www.RaceTech.TV) and appointing Mark 

Jennings as Sales Specialist for our AV and 

installations team. We have recently been 

awarded a substantial contract by the Univer-

sity of Huddersfield to design, install and 

commission a television studio for the Univer-

sity, with a contract value of over £200k. The 

project includes a new vision mixing desk, 

cameras, recorders, sound desk, graphics, new 

lighting design, and full system integra-

tion. The new studio is a significant upgrade 

on existing facilities available to students and 

is fully HD and wide screen compatible.  

 

This award was made following a thorough 

tender process and recognised RaceTech‘s 

experience and expertise in this area proving 

that its leading edge solutions, competitive 

prices and ability to integrate with legacy sys-

tems and protect long term investments are 

attractive to a wide community of education 

and commercial sector customers. 

 

Kuldip Singh, Technical Support Manager 

from the University of Huddersfield said ―The 

School of Music, Humanities and Media is 

committed to providing the very best facilities 

for our students. The New HD Panasonic TV 

Studio will be used for our degree pro-

grammes in Media and Journalism and will 

enhance the student experience by providing 

resources that are relevant in the world of 

digital media. We were impressed by 

RaceTech‘s attention to detail and the excel-

lent value for money that they offered us. 

They listened to our requirements, needs and 

desire to protect our investment for the long 

term and suggested a technically excellent so-

lution that was relevant and high spec, but 

came in within our budget.‖    

 

Catherine Pullan 

RaceTech, in tight photo finish at another Northern University  

After a tremendous effort in response to the Universities European Tender posting for 

refurbishment of a Media suite and Studios for another leading Northern university, RaceTech 

came a very close 2nd (just 4% away from winning the tender under a points based scoring process 

– that‘s a short head in our terms) in the commercial equivalent of a photo finish.  

 

The project value was circa £1.3m and RaceTech was shortlisted from a field of 7 to a field of 3 

with the final two companies attending a day‘s worth of interviews and presentations. Brad 

Higgins, RaceTech‘s CEO went back to his roots and featured ―on the TV‖ as part of our proposal 

and it was an extremely close run contest. The project scope included a gallery, vision and sound 

mixing desks, studio and talkback, High Definition Cameras, lighting, rigging, furniture and one of 

the largest editing suites to be installed in any University in the UK. Air Conditioning, network 

cabling and infrastructure, support, maintenance and asset management were included in the bid. 

 

Although beaten by a short head this time, as a business and commercial team we gained a huge 

amount from the extremely interactive and involved bid process both in terms of contacts, newly 

created materials and procedures and we are now more optimistic than ever of success winning  

similar projects in the future. 

Catherine Pullan 

http://www.RaceTech.TV
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ATTENDANCE 

THE RACEGOERS CLUB 

2009 Attendance  

  2009 2008 

Month  Attendance Actual  Fix-

tures 

Ave. 

Daily 

Attendance  Actual Fix-

tures 

Ave.   Daily 

January 156,895 85 1,846 157,268 97 1,621 

February 138,366 88 1,572 169,622 99 1,713 

March  407,138 112 3,635 395,317 109 3,627 

April  496,748 128 3,881 472,968 127 3,724 

May 678,498 159 4,267 697,050 157 4,440 

June 879,102 143 6,148 948,731 139 6,825 

Total 2,756,747 715 3,856 2,840,956 728 3,902 

  (-3%) (-1.8%) (-1.2%)       

Newsletter  

The Summer newsletter was sent out to members on Friday 7 August.  Also included with it was 

the 2nd edition of the 2009 social diary promoting events at eleven racecourses over the coming 

months.  A copy of the newsletter is attached. 

 John Phillips 

Racehorse Syndicates  

Flyinflyout, our filly in owners group 32 with Mick Channon, has kept busy since racking up her 

4th and 5th runs of the season in June at Royal Ascot and Newmarket respectively.  In July she 

returned to the scene of her only win to date, Bath, but couldn‘t repeat the feat, and then ran at 

Glorious Goodwood where she found plenty of trouble in running. 

 

Epic, our colt in owners group 31 with Mark Johnston, followed up his Epsom debut with an 

improved effort at Kempton Park last week, leading most of the way before fading into 4th. 

 

Our new National Hunt syndicate, owners group 33, will be a dual group featuring a handicapper 

(Nouveau Maire) with Ferdy Murphy and an unraced (and as yet unnamed) filly with Donald 

McCain. The information pack on this group was sent to members along with the summer 

newsletter. One more National Hunt syndicate is currently being arranged – more details next 

month.  

Paul Smith or John Phillips  

John Phillips 
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PROMOTIONS 

Daily Mirror Ticket Offer  
The Daily Mirror ticket offer has appeared three times overall, on each occasion gaining a large 

amount of space.  It first appeared in the Daily Mirror on Monday 20 July, then in the People on 

Sunday 26 July and finally in the Daily Mirror‘s racing supplement ‗Winner‘ on Saturday 1 

August.  Had we purchased the equivalent space for advertising purposes these three slots would 

have cost over £35,000.  The offer has seen an excellent response with bookings pouring in.  The 

offer proved very popular with the racecourses too – of 45 eligible courses, 40 are participating. 

All order processing and fulfilment is being carried out by the RCA so it is an extremely busy 

time!  Next month‘s Update will include a table showing all ticket sales. 

John Phillips 

The Mail on Sunday/Daily Mail Ticket Offer  

39 racecourses are participating in this offer on over 90 racedays in 2009.  The offer launched in 

the Daily Mail on 2 January, appeared for a second time during the Cheltenham Festival and 

received a third slot on Bank Holiday Monday 4 May.  We asked if the offer could be printed 

again during Royal Ascot week to capitalise on the increased interest in the sport at that time, and 

so it went in again on Friday 19 June.          Valerie Larue or John Phillips 

Date Racecourse Tickets Sold Date Racecourse Tickets Sold 

1 February Fontwell Park 42 24 May Fontwell Park 204 

1 February Musselburgh 8 24 May Uttoxeter 394 

8 February Exeter 84* 31 May Bath 204 

8 February Hereford 70* 31 May Stratford 216 

15 February Sedgefield 12* 7 June Brighton 198 

22 February Fontwell Park 56 7 June Southwell 116 

1 March Lingfield 2 7 June Worcester 292 

8 March Market Rasen 56 14 June Doncaster 310 

8 March Warwick 96 14 June Salisbury 180 

15 March Carlisle 54 14 June Stratford 184 

15 March Southwell 46 21 June Hereford 258 

22 March Huntingdon 58 21 June Hexham 102 

15 March Fontwell Park 90 21 June Pontefract 282 

22 March Southwell 26 28 June Salisbury 298 

22 March Wincanton 54 5 July Ayr 100 

29 March Kelso 48 5 July Brighton 356 

5 April Hexham 54 5 July Market Rasen 270 

5 April Market Rasen 88 12 July Southwell 224 

5 April Southwell 64 19 July Redcar 72* 

19 April Stratford 144 26 July Ascot 790 

26 April Brighton 100 26 July Carlisle 86 

3 May Hamilton Park 92 26 July Pontefract 372 

3 May Newmarket 746 2 August Chester 642 

3 May Salisbury 294 2 August Market Rasen 188 

10 May Plumpton 136 2 August Newbury 362 

10 May Southwell 112 9 August Leicester 184 

17 May Market Rasen 144 9 August Redcar 52 

17 May Ripon 248 TOTAL  8,584 

*subsequently abandoned 
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PROMOTIONS 

British Horseracing Call Centre  

The Racecourse Association has been fulfilling the function of the BHA‘s call centre since April 

2007, taking telephone bookings and processing all web bookings. 

 

Below are the ticket sales dealt with since the start of 2009 along with the equivalent sales from 

last year. 

  2009 2008 

Month  Orders Tickets Value Courses Orders Tickets Value Courses 

January 190 636 £14,290 25 183 718 £21,018 30 

February 202 762 £21,061 36 248 1,011 £26,554 32 

March  263 952 £22,637 40 277 1,029 £24,776 38 

April  230 911 £20,920 36 212 1,047 £21,902 44 

May 255 993 £25,562 38 210 1,131 £22,757 37 

June 306 1,159 £19,515 44 257 1,032 £23,575 31 

July 360 1,368 £23,997 44 194 842 £18,519 33 

TOTAL  1,806 6,781 £147,982   1,581 6,812 £159,140   

  (+14%) (-0.5%) (-7%)            John Phillips 

SPONSORSHIP 

The Horseracing Sponsors Association is extremely grateful to the RCA that in recognition of a difficult 

climate sponsorship-wise they have lowered the race sponsorship contribution threshold for RCA badge 

eligibility for HSA members from £100,000 to £50,000 per year.  Any sponsor currently reaching this 

threshold will receive two RCA badges on joining the HSA.  Also, existing HSA member sponsors, or 

racecourses on behalf of HSA member sponsors who currently reach this threshold, or who intend to 

increase their sponsorship to this threshold, should contact Nigel Payne, HSA Chief Executive, 

nigel@earthsummit.demon.co.uk  in order to apply for a pair of RCA badges. 
 

The HSA in partnership with Ascot Racecourse, is organising a sponsorship seminar to be held at Ascot 

Racecourse on the 27 October, followed by a delegate dinner that evening.  Previous events at 

Cheltenham and Newmarket have been very popular – and this event will follow a similar format, 

although it will cover sponsorship in both codes.  Attendance will be free for HSA members and existing 

race sponsors and £100 per delegate for non-members.  Full details will be emailed to HSA members 

shortly and further details will appear in Update next month – in the meantime if you have any questions 

about the seminar or would like to register your interest in attending, please contact Mary-Ann 

Sandercock, maryann@thehorseracingbusiness.co.uk – or call 07786 925803.         

Mary-Ann Sandercock 

Horseracing Sponsors Association  

mailto:nigel@earthsummit.demon.co.uk
mailto:maryann@thehorseracingbusiness.co.uk
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TECHNICAL 

Weather Report  

Below is a summary of the June 2009 Weather 

Report (for England and Wales) from the Envi-

ronment Agency. 

 

Overall rainfall in June was just below average 

across England and Wales as a whole. This 

meant that June was the seventh month out of 

the last eight with rainfall totals at or below av-

erage across England and Wales. Soil moisture 

deficits increased sharply during the month par-

ticularly across south east and south west Eng-

land. Monthly mean river flows across England 

and Wales were mostly normal for the time of 

year.  At less than a quarter of sites, flows were 

below normal or notably low, mainly located in 

central southern and south east England, north 

Wales and north west England. Groundwater 

levels decreased at approximately three quarters 

of indicator sites during June. At the end of the 

month, groundwater levels were normal or 

higher at almost two thirds of indicator sites. 

During June, reservoir stocks for England and 

Wales decreased by 4% to 88% of total capac-

ity. 

Rainfall:  Overall, England and Wales received 

95% of the monthly long term average (LTA). 

June was drier than average in the majority of 

regions and wetter than average in our Mid-

lands Region. Rainfall in our North East Region 

and in EA Wales was average for the time of 

year. Monthly rainfall totals ranged from 52% 

of the LTA in our Southern Region to 127% in 

our Midlands Region. 

Soil Moisture Deficit: Soil moisture deficits 

(SMD) increased during June in all our regions. 

At the beginning of July, deficits were highest 

in our Southern Region at 115mm. 

River Flows: Monthly mean river flows were 

normal for the time of year at just over two 

thirds of the indicator sites. Six sites mainly 

located in central southern and south east Eng-

land, north Wales and north west England were 

notably low for the time of year. 

Groundwater Levels: Groundwater levels de-

creased at approximately three quarters of up-

dated indicator sites during June. Almost two 

thirds of sites were normal or higher for the 

time of year. Tilshead and Woodyates in our 

Southern Region both fell from below normal 

at the end of May to notably low for the time of 

year at the end of June. 

Reservoir Stocks: Reservoir stocks decreased 

in the majority of reservoirs and reservoir 

groups in June. The largest decrease of 13% 

was in the Northern Command Zone (NCZ) 

Regional Group in our North West Region. At 

the end of June stocks were normal or higher 

for the time of year at three quarters of reser-

voir or reservoir groups. Stocks at six reservoirs 

were below normal and notably low at one res-

ervoir (Vyrnwy). 

The Australian Racecourse Managers Association annual conference will be held on 22-26 August 

2009 at Alan Scott Park Morphettville Racecourse, South Australia.  A draft programme for the 

event and a registration form were distributed to all racecourses via the RCA Thursday E-mail on 

21 May 2009 and further copies are available from the RCA. For further information, please 

contact Warren Williams, ARMA Secretary, on arma@racecoursemanagers.org.au 

Australian Racecourse Managers Association Annual Conference  

Intermediate Course:   British Racing School, Newmarket 22 – 27 November 2009 
 

There are places available on the above course.  For information please contact Chris Costello at 

the Institute of Groundsmanship, 28 Stratford Office Village, Walker Avenue, Wolverton Mill, 

Milton Keynes, MK12 5TW, Telephone: 01908 312511, e-mail: iog@iog.org 

Racecourse Groundsmen Courses  

mailto:arma@racecoursemanagers.org.au
mailto:iog@iog.org
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TECHNICAL 

RCA Racecourse Managers Seminar 2009  

A seminar for Racecourse Managers will take place at Chester Racecourse on Monday 23 and 

Tuesday 24 November 2009.  These dates have been specifically selected to avoid a clash with 

those of the previous Managers seminar, with the aim that those who were unable to attend 

previously will be able to attend on this occasion. 

 

If there are any topics that you would particularly like to see covered in this seminar please 

contact me and we will endeavour to include them in the seminar programme. 

Holly Robarts 

Pony Racing Authority Meeting  

The PRA met on Tuesday 21 July at Ascot 

Racecourse. In attendance were Robert 

Waley-Cohen (Chair), Charles Barnett, 

Rebecca Morgan, Lucy Tucker, Mike Felton, 

Caroline Davies, Joey Newton, Claire 

Boardman, and Antonia Newman. Diana 

Williams was introduced as the new Jockey 

Club representative on the board, replacing 

Robert Waley-Cohen after he steps down as 

Chair at the end of the year. Charles Barnett, 

Chief Executive at Ascot, was elected new 

Chair for 2010-2012.  A summary of the 

meeting‘s discussion is below: 
 

HBLB Grant:  The board welcomed the 

HBLB Grant and agreed that it should be 

targeted at training and development. 

Field Sizes: The board felt that field sizes 

were standing up well. They proposed to log 

a request to BHA that field size numbers be 

increased from 12 to approximately 15 for 

2010.  

One-Ride Riders: The board discussed the 

option of refunding or partially refunding the 

membership fee of riders who only ever ride 

in one race. It was felt that by introducing 

such a scheme more riders might be 

encouraged to try the sport, and then make 

their decision on whether they want to 

continue with it after their first ride.  

Regulations:  The board is keen to extend 

Point-to-Point Medical Record Books to the 

PRA Racecourse Series. In addition, it was 

suggested that Micro-chipping should be 

introduced requiring all Racecourse Series 

ponies to be chipped from 2010. Moreover, it 

was recommended that rules dealing with 

offensive and abusive owner/trainers should 

be tightened up.  

2009 Membership: The board noted that 

membership for 2009 is down only slightly 

by 12 from last year to 360 members.  

Pony Academies: The board touched on the 

subject of Pony Academies currently being 

set up by the BRS and NRC. The board 

suspected that these academies might prove a 

valuable asset to Pony Racing, encouraging 

non-pony owning children to participate in 

the sport. They requested that more 

information regarding what might be taught 

on the courses should first be provided 

before they consider potentially helping to 

fund the initiative.  

JMB Update: The board considered a 

review of the Rules to accommodate over-

height problems. Currently, from the date 

that a pony‘s height is first challenged by the 

JMB, an owner has 21 days to get their pony 

re-measured and their height certificate re-

certified. It was suggested that ponies should 

still be eligible to run within that period of 

21 days, although at a risk of losing any 

points they gain within said period if the 

pony is later proven to be over-height. 

Thereafter their height certificate would be 

deemed invalid. 

 

Antonia Newman 
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TECHNICAL 

BHA General Instructions  

All BHA General Instructions are now issued to racecourses in an electronic format only.  The 

following Instructions have been reissued in 2009. 

BHA GI 2.2 Reissued 23.01.09 for immediate implementation 

BHA GI 2.14 New -  Issued on 19.03.09 for implementation on 28.03.09 

BHA GI 3.2, Annex B Reissued 19.03.09 for implementation on 28.03.09 

BHA GI 3.7 Reissued 28.01.09 for implementation on 01.02.09 

BHA GI 4.3 Reissued 28.01.09 for implementation on 01.02.09 

BHA GI 5.2 Reissued 06.05.09 for implementation on 01.06.09 

BHA GI 7.2 Reissued 30.06.09 for implementation on 14.07.09 

BHA GI 12.2 Reissued 28.01.09 for implementation on 01.02.09 

BHA GI 12.3 Reissued 28.01.09 for implementation on 01.02.09                    

(Further reissued 25/03/09) 

   

BHA OP 2.4 Reissued 19.03.09 for implementation on 28.03.09 

BHA  OP 3.1, Annex B New – Issued on 23.07.09 for implementation on 01.08.09 

BHA OP 4.1 Reissued on 23.07.09 for implementation on 01.08.09 

BHA OP 5.1 Reissued on 23.07.09 for implementation on 01.08.09 

BHA OP 6.1 Reissued on 23.07.09 for implementation on 01.08.09 

BHA OP 6.2 Reissued on 23.07.09 for implementation on 01.08.09 

BHA OP 6.3 Reissued on 23.07.09 for implementation on 01.08.09 

BHA OP 6.4 Reissued on 23.07.09 for implementation on 01.08.09 

BHA OP 6.5 Reissued on 23.07.09 for implementation on 01.08.09 

The following have been reissued since the previous UPDATE 

BHA GI 2.8 Reissued 10.08.09 for implementation on 07.09.09 

BHA GI 3.1 Reissued 10.08.09 for implementation on 07.09.09 

BHA GI 3.2 Reissued 10.08.09 for implementation on 07.09.09 

BHA GI 4.1 Reissued 10.08.09 for implementation on 07.09.09 

BHA GI 8.4 Reissued 10.08.09 for implementation on 07.09.09 

Racecourses should check their BHA GI Folders to ensure that they have the most up to date 

copies, which are also available from the members‘ area of the RCA Website.  If you have any 

queries please contact the BHA or RCA.  

Holly Robarts 



ISSUE 8                                                                                                                    AUGUST  2009 

20 

 

 

TECHNICAL 

BHAGI Liaison Group Meeting  

The BHA GI Liaison Group convened on the 28 

July 2009 under the new procedure. Chris 

Stickels, Caroline Davies, Holly Robarts and 

Antonia Newman attended on behalf of the 

racecourses. Lyn Williams of the BHA chaired 

the meeting. The following points were agreed:  

 

BHAGI 2.8:  The Group agreed the removal of 

paragraph 7 from the existing GI, which dictated 

that Novice and Maiden Steeple Chases should 

not be placed last in the order of running of a 

day‘s programme. The BHA proposed to moni-

tor the implementation of the new Instruction.  

BHAGI 3.1: It was noted that BHAGI 7.2, re-

ferred to in this Instruction, may need to be 

amended to incorporate the ‗sticker‘ arrange-

ment currently in use on an ad-hoc basis at race-

courses. Presently, stickers may be placed on 

the stable doors of horses that have had to be 

medicated whilst on the racecourse. The Group 

agreed that a General Instruction should be in-

troduced to promote best practice in this case. 

Otherwise, the decision to reference BHAGI 7.2 

in BHAGI 3.1 was approved.  

BHAGI 3.2: The Group noted that the RCA 

together with the BHA would undertake a re-

view of the Instruction to ensure that it was still 

up to date. Moreover, it was put forward that the 

NTF and PJA would be included in the consul-

tation. The proposed modification, that a race-

day going report should be provided by race-

courses at least 2 hours before a first race, was 

nonetheless approved by the Group.  

BHAGI 4.1: The Group approved the amended 

DVD specifications.  

BHAGI 8.4: The Group approved the Instruc-

tion under the assurance that there would be no 

implications for existing racecourses in regards 

to the layout and dimensions of existing pad-

docks and winners‘ enclosures. 

Date of Implementation: It was decided that 

from Monday 7 September 2009 these new In-

structions should be implemented; thus, tying in 

with the release of a new rule book on the same 

day. Racecourses should receive the amended 

Instructions 1 month in advance.   

Application of Exceptional Circumstances: 
According to the new procedure, any changes 

made to the BHAGI‘s will be reviewed bi-

annually. In exceptional circumstances, how-

ever, instructions may be implemented outside 

of the 6-month cycle. The BHA gave assurance 

to the racecourses that they would endeavour to 

keep the use of ‗exceptional circumstances‘ to 

an absolute minimum. 

Antonia Newman 

MEDICAL 

BHAGI 11.2 Annex A ï Equipment List: The RCA has discussed with BHA Chief Medical Officer, 

Dr Michael Turner the current provision of splints on ambulances.  The Instruction requires Box 

Splints to be available and suggests that a full set of Vacuum Splints is desirable but not compulsory. 

 

Dr Turner has confirmed that the Instruction will be amended at the next revision to state that either 

Box or Vacuum Splints be made available. 

 

Until this time, racecourses should apply for official dispensation to BHA to allow their ambulances to 

carry Vacuum rather than Box Splints.          Lizzie Lea 

BHA GI   11.2 Annex A ìEquipment List  

RMOs - Licence to Practice in 2010  

We have been informed that under the new General Medical Council (GMC) regulations all RMOS will 

need to be fully registered with the GMC (Option 1) if they want to continue to work after the 

introduction in 2010 – they cannot opt for either of the other categories of registration.  Please ensure 

that your RMOs are aware of this.  The BHA we will amend the BHA GI 11 accordingly in 2010. 

                 Lizzie Lea 
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TRAINING 

Crowd Doctor Training Courses  

The Fifth Edition, the Guide to Safety at Sports Grounds, section 18.8 states: 
 

ñAt an event where the number of spectators is expected to exceed 2,000 (or a higher figure if 

substantiated within the medical plan and supported by alternative nursing or paramedic cover), 

at least one crowd doctor, qualified and experienced in pre-hospital immediate care should be 

present. These doctorsô first duty must be to the crowd. 
 

It is likely that the crowd doctor will be drawn from a pool of appropriately trained and qualified 

individuals. Recommended training for crowd doctors should be the Pre-Hospital Emergency 

Care Course (PHEC) and the Major Incident Medical Management and Support Course 

(MIMMS) or equivalent relevant experience.ò 
 

The RCA is establishing what qualification would cover ‗appropriately trained and qualified 

individuals.ô  To this end we await clarification. 
 

The following courses may be of interest for your RMOs to attend: 
 

MIMMS ï Major Incident Medical Management and Support. 

This requires re-certification every four years and is run by the Advanced Life Support Group.  

This course has a selection of dates and venues and courses must be booked through their website 

www.alsg.org 

9-11 September 2009 Manchester 
ALSG Centre for Training 

& Development 

15-17 September 2009 London Chelsea & Westminster 

18-20 September 2009 Croydon Mayday Hospital 

23-25 September 2009 Plymouth Derriford Hospital 

7-9 October 2009 Wrexham Wrexham Maelor Hospital 

13-15 October  2009 Herefordshire Prometheus Medical 

4-6 December 2009 Croydon Mayday Hospital 

Immediate Medical Care óCrowd Doctorô Generic Course run by the Faculty of Pre-Hospital 

Care RCS Edinburgh.  These are run twice a year with the next course to be held on 11 

September 2009.  Re-certification for this course is every five years. 
 

Course Date: Friday the 11 September 2009 to Sunday 13 September 2009 in London. 

Requests for further information on course content and syllabus should be sent to: 
  

 Ms L Millar 

 Faculty of Pre-Hospital Care RCS (Edinburgh) 

 Nicolson Street 

 EDINBURGH 

 EH8 9DW 
 

 Telephone: 0131 527 1732 

 Fax:  0131 557 6406 

 E-mail l.millar@rcsed.ac.uk 
 

 If you require any further assistance then please contact Lizzie Lea.          Lizzie Lea 

http://www.alsg.org
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TRAINING 

BADGES & PASS 

RMO Training Courses 2009  

The Racing and Equestrian Medical Officers course run by Dr Bennett has received full approval 

from the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh. 

  

In order to comply with the requirements of BHAGI 11.1 para 1, RMOs must undertake training 

every three years (or 4 for ATLS).  A Course is scheduled to be held on 19—20 September 2009 at 

Chorley.  To book a place, please contact Dr Bob Bennett on 07979 506548. 

RMO One Day Refresher Training Courses 2009  

There will be a one day refresher course run by Dr Bob Bennett on the following date in 2009: 

  

Saturday 10 October 2009 

  

This course will be held at Uttoxeter Racecourse.  To book a place or for further details, please 

contact Dr Bob Bennett on 07979 506548. 

8 copies of the large poster and 4 copies of the 

A4 sized poster for 2009 have been sent to all 

racecourses.  Extra copies and electronic copies 

are available on request.                 Holly Robarts 

Badge Posters  

Missing Badges  

Copies of the lists of 2009 RCA and 

Press Badges holders are available on 

request. 

   Holly Robarts 

RCA and Press Badge Lists  

2010 Badge Colour Scheme  

The colours for the 2010 metal badges for the RCA, Press, Officials, NTF and PJA will be Dark 

and Light Blue.                Holly Robarts  

RCA:   15, 29, 208, 252, 673, 715, 863, 983, 984, 1011, 1037, 1090, 1097, 1170, 1171, 

 1172, 1173, 1352, 1360, 1412, 1454, 1470, 1471, 1519, 1529, 1681, 1751, 1755, 

 1805, 1832, 1910, 1923 

Press:   46, 426, 460, 469, 515, 575 

Officials:  35, 63, 145, 162, 175 

PJA:   7, 18, 19, 74, 105, 106, 191, 192, 218, 225, 268, 313, 328, 336, 340 

NTF:   3, 54, 55, 261, 277, 354, 439, 440, 471, 486, 503, 504, 519, 667, 698, 745, 759, 793, 

 794, 818, 819, 860, 865, 866, 871, 872, 910, 911, 950, 951, 1402, 1403, 1444, 1551 

The RCA  closely monitor lost badges and is considering what further controls can be put in 

place to minimise losses.                        Caroline Davies 
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BADGES & PASS 

Free to use, Racing Register is an events diary maintained by Sportsguide Limited on behalf of 

the racing industry. Any organisation planning a press day, product launch or open day etc., 

involving racing professionals and the media can contact Racing Register to register their event 

and be advised of any potential date clashes. 

  

The following are highlights for August and September 2009.  For further details regarding 

specific dates please e-mail: lynn@sportsguidelimited.com or contact Lynn Payne at Sportsguide 

Limited on 01344 774322. 

  

   

August 
  

25 Tues – 27 Thurs  DBS St Leger Yearling Sale 

 

 

September 

 

7 Mon St Leger ‗Five-Day Declaration‘ Lunch – London (invitation only) 

 

9 Wed – 10 Thurs  DBS St Leger Festival Sales 

 

9 Wed – 12 Sat   St Leger Festival - Doncaster 

 

10 Thursday St Leger Preview – Doncaster Racecourse (invited media and 

guests) 

 

12 Saturday Ladbrokes St Leger Day - Doncaster 

 

19 Saturday   Dubai Duty Free media lunch – Newbury 

 

28 Mon – 01 Oct Goffs Million and Sportsmans Yearling Sales 

RACING REGISTER 

The RCA has received reports from racecourses that forged metal admittance badges are in circula-

tion.  The level of detail of these badges is very good, and this may not be easily recognised without 

closer inspection.  Consequently, racecourses are asked to be vigilant regarding the use of ALL 

metal admittance badges and to ensure that they have proper access controls in place.  
 

In order to limit the use of forged badges, racecourses are advised to ensure that all metal badge 

holders use the Racecourse PASS System in order to access the racecourse.  Any person without a 

PASS Card should only be admitted at the discretion of the racecourse once their identity has been 

verified.  
 

In addition, racecourses may wish to conduct spot checks on all metal badges used on their course 

to ensure that the badges have not been reported lost, and are being used by the person to whom 

they are issued.  The RCA and Weatherbys are available to provide any advice or assistance as re-

quested.  Where racecourses identify forged metal badges in use, they are asked to confiscate the 

badge and return it to the RCA, who will then take action as appropriate.        Holly Robarts 

Forged Metal Badges  

mailto:lynn@sportsguidelimited.com
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SPOTLIGHT ONé... 

Doctor Iain McNeil  

RCA Consultant Medical Adviser 

Age 51 or is it 52? 

Marital Status/         

Children/Pets 

Married. 2 kids that have left home, no pets                                                       

but want to train a search dog! 

Previous Career(s) 

GP, NHS Trust Medical Director, Medical Director of NHS and private 

ambulance services, Ambulance advisor to NHS Modernisation Agency, 

Chairman of BASICS, operational pre-hospital clinician, UN Adviser on 

medical response to major disasters. Medical Director of UK International 

Search and Rescue team. 

Best Bits About       

Your Job 
Variety.  I can choose the bits I like and do less of the things I don't. 

Worst Bit About      

Your Job 
NHS politics. 

Best Racing              

Experience(s) 

Being appointed as Consultant Medical Adviser to RCA. A privilege and 

an honour, and a most enjoyable experience. 

Worst Racing           

Experience 
Never had a bad one. 

Racing Hero Willie Carson 

Most Fanciable        

Racing Personality 

Not telling - The only ladies I know in racing are medical or RCA col-

leagues - and if I chose one over the other I will be a dead man! 

Hobbies 

Rugby - especially if Scotland‘s winning- which is not often, but its oh so 

sweet when they do. I "enjoy" a very occasional expedition to the local 

Gym. 

Favourite Film & TV 

Favourite film: Empire of the sun 

Favourite TV: Dragons Den, Taggart, Top Gear, I'm a Celebrity etc… and 

the X Factor - someone has to enjoy them!  

Favourite Holiday    

Destination 

Anywhere that‘s not work!  Diving in the Maldives is nice, but so is the 

back garden in the sunshine. 

Current Wheels 
Jaguar XJ6- my boyhood dream.  Really comfortable, quiet and on long 

runs is quite economical- compared to a Humvee. 

One Wish To Improve 

The Industry 

To see medical care of the jockeys improved beyond the already good 

standards that exist today, and to see primary care needs of jockeys fully 

addressed . 
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Competitive Racing Statistics—Racecourse Managers 

The Racegoers Club—Summer Newsletter 

 

 
 

DIARY DATES 

      

      

    26 August   BHA Health & Safety Committee 

      

      3 September  RCA Technical Group 

      3 September  BHA Racing Committee 

      4 September  Premierisation Advisory Group 

      8 September  RCA Board 

      9 September  Racing Enterprises Limited 

    10 September  Physio Sub Committee 

    10 September  Welfare & Training Group 

    11 September  Racecourse Committee 

    11 September  RCA/HWPA Press Liaison Festival Race Meeting 

 

CONTRIBUTORSõ CONTACT LIST 

     

 Byrne, Owen   0207 189 3863 obyrne@britishhorseracing.com  

 Davies, Caroline   01344-873536 caroline.davies@racecourseassociation.co.uk  

 Havell, Lance   01344-873537 lance.havell@racecourseassociation.co.uk  

 Larue, Valerie   01344-625912 valerie.larue@racecourseassociation.co.uk  

 Lea, Lizzie    01344-626067 lizzie.lea@racecourseassociation.co.uk  

 Moore, Carla   01344-625723 carla.moore@racecourseassociation.co.uk 

 Newman, Antonia  01344-626067 toni.newman@racecourseassociation.co.uk  

 Payne, Lynn   01344-774322 lynn@sportsguidelimited.com 

 Phillips, John   01344-626067 john.phillips@racecourseassociation.co.uk  

 Pullan, Catherine   0208 947 3333  cpullan@racetech.co.uk  

 Robarts, Holly   01344-873536 holly.robarts@racecourseassociation.co.uk  
 Mary-Ann Sandercock  07886 925803 maryann@thehorseracingbusiness.co.uk  

 Smith, Paul    01344-625912 paul.smith@racecourseassociation.co.uk 

 Struthers, Paul   020 7152 0162 pstruthers@britishhorseracing.com 

 Walker, Carol   01344-873536 carol.walker@racecourseassociation.co.uk  

          

           EDITOR: Carol Walker 

The Racecourse Association Ltd   

Winkfield Road 

Ascot 

Berkshire 

SL5 7HX 

 

UPDATE is also available on our website: 

www.britishracecourses.org  

 

ATTACHMENTS 

http://www.britishracecourses.org
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