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BRITISH HORSERACING AUTHORITY 

New Online Rules Book Website Launched 

Rewritten and reformatted Rules of Racing available for first time 

Two months until new Rules of Racing take effect in September 2009 
 

The British Horseracing Authority unveiled its new Rules of Racing website on Tuesday 7 July 

2009 - http://newrules.britishhorseracing.com - which includes the full rewritten and 

reformatted Rule Book which will come into effect in September 2009. 
 

The aim of the rewrite, which was announced at the British 

Horseracing Conference in February, was to remove duplication, make 

more use of plain English and avoid jargon where possible and to make 

the Rules more user friendly by bringing the relevant Rules together 

under six separate Manuals: 
 

A.  General Manual 

B.  Race Manual 

C.  Trainer Manual 

D.  Rider Manual 

E.  Horse and Owner Manual 

F. Racing Administration Manual 
 

The new Rules of Racing are being made available to view online in 

July in order to give those who work in and follow British Horseracing 

the opportunity to familiarise themselves with the new format, with a 

two-month window for everybody to familiarise themselves with the 

new format before it comes into effect in September 2009. 
 

Familiarisation with the new format, rather than with the new Rules is 

the easiest way of understanding the rewrite because the actual 

meaning and application of the individual Rules has not changed.  
 

The new website is easier to navigate, provides a better search engine 

and will provide more advanced printing options. The website also includes a comprehensive 

ódestinations tableô, cross-referencing where each of the old Rules can now be found. 
 

Nic Coward, Chief Executive of the British Horseracing Authority, said: ñIt has been no easy task 

to produce a version of the Rules of Racing fit for the twenty-first century written and formatted in 

a way that gives clarity and is easily understood by all those who need to refer to them.  I believe 

our team has achieved this and also produced a dedicated Rules website that is very user friendly.ò 
 

For more information please contact Paul Struthers, BHA Media Relations Manager, on 020 7189 

3866 or 07966 590105. 

 

 

http://newrules.britishhorseracing.com/
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BRITISH HORSERACING AUTHORITY 

Going and other relevant course information 

The amount of information now given out by Clerks of Course in the run up to a meeting is vastly 

improved and extremely welcome according to the feedback we receive from owners, trainers and 

the public. The trainers obviously use the Racing Admin website, but the feed that goes to 

www.britishhorseracing.com has shown that there have been c.7500 views of the Going Page in the 

last 30 days alone which means it is being used as an essential resource by the public.  

 

For both trainers and public users, we would ask courses to be as specific as possible on the 

following two issues:  

 

Rail Movements: BHAGI 3.2 ï please indicate not just the measurement by which you have 

moved the rail but the distance implication this has on the advertised distance of the 

race.  Many racecourses already do but weôd ask all courses to be just as specific. To use 

a recent example: Running rail has been moved out 4 yards on the round course from 

the bottom of Rose Hill into the straight increasing distances by 12 yards to 1m2f & 

1m4f & 1m6f starts.  

Watering information: Under the header ñwateringò courses sometimes just state ñwateringò 

when trainers, owners and punters are asking where? When? And even how much? 

Please provide as much information as possible in terms of e.g. location, amount, aim of 

watering (i.e. óto maintain good to firmô at or óaiming for good to firmô). This is 

particularly important on home straights / straight courses where any changes to a usual 

watering regime may have an impact on historical draw perceptions.  

 

On the statistics above, the Going Page of our website is one of the most-visited and in light of this 

we would ask that any changes during a raceday are put on the Admin site to ensure that the BHA 

public website shows the latest relevant information.                 

                      Owen Byrne 

Off Times 

The BHA are receiving an increasing number of complaints about off times in general and at certain 

courses in particular. As part of an evolving and concerted industry-wide effort to improve off time 

punctuality, here is a reminder of coursesô responsibilities under the General Instructions:  

 

BHAGI 10.2 (raceday employee in charge of counting down jockeys to leave the weighing room)  

 

BHAGI 8.4 para 4 (person to supervise general parade ring control including compliance with the 

raceday timetable). 

 

Clearly, races can be off late for any number of reasons, many outside a racecourseôs control but by 

focusing on individual areas of responsibility the situation can be improved.  The NTF and 

PJA  have been reminded of the need to raise the importance of punctuality with their membership 

and key BHA raceday personnel have also been asked to monitor and assist processes wherever 

possible.     

 

Your contribution in ensuring Racing meets its customers expectations in terms of off time 

punctuality is appreciated and vital in projecting a professional image for the sport.  Coursesô four-

year punctuality can be found in the table on our website at:  

http://www.britishhorseracing.com/resources/media/off-times/offtimes.pdf           Owen Byrne 

http://www.britishhorseracing.com/resources/media/off-times/offtimes.pdf
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BRITISH HORSERACING AUTHORITY 

Goingstick ë Raw Data        
Collection & Downloading 

GoingStick readings are now being published 

on both the Racing Administration and BHA 

web pages as a matter of course and the 

returns rate is virtually 100%.  

 

However, please also remember the real 

importance of returning your raw data to 

TurfTrax for every fixture. This is a very 

significant and important part of the 

GoingStick process, as it helps to build the 

database that will, in turn, become 

increasingly useful to you over a much shorter 

timespan.  

 

If you have any problems downloading your 

data, please contact Mike Maher at TurfTrax 

on: 01480 408970.       

                              Owen Byrne 

Gototheraces.com  

Gototheraces.com has been visited by over 

10,000 unique visitors in its first month. 

There have been over £22,000 of ticket 

sales through the BHA ticketing system in 

this period. All of this has taken place 

before the promotional activity of the site 

has started, the Google AdWords campaign 

beginning only on Monday, so these 

figures are expected to increase 

dramatically from this point onwards.  As 

always the site promotions are one of the 

great unique selling points of the site so 

p l e a s e  c o n t a c t 

rmounsey@britishhorseracing.com if you 

have a promotion you would like to feature 

on the www.gototheraces.com to be 

viewed by all this traffic.                

                     Owen Byrne 

Walkers Promotion 

The Walkers Garyôs Great Trips promotion, which 49 of the 61 racecourses are participating in, has so 

far generated nearly 90 bookings and this figure is increasing day by day. The promotion, which 

officially launched to the public on the 1 June, has so far resulted in over £4,500 of sales (£2,200+ 

taking into account the 50% discount applied to tickets) and will continue until the end of December. 

All enquiries related to this promotion should please be directed to Amy Sherman at the British 

Horseracing Authority (asherman@britishhorseracing.com).                   Owen Byrne 

Racing and The Princeðs Trust  

British Horseracingôs link with The Princeôs 

Trust ï announced in November last year ï got 

off the ground last month with a Racing 

Experience Day hosted by York Racecourse and 

the British Horseracing Authority. 

A dozen students from Buttershaw Business & 

Enterprise College in Bradford took part in the 

project which aimed at showing the 

opportunities that exist within the sport. The 

students were given behind-the-scenes access to 

show what different jobs make up a day at the 

races, and were given a Q&A session on the 

demands of being an elite sportsman with 

former champion jockey Kevin Darley and a trip 

to the Stewards Room with Gold Cup winning 

rider Robert Earnshaw. 

With over one million young people not in 

work, education or training in the UK, The 

Princeôs Trust helps disadvantaged young 

people to overcome their barriers and gain the 

confidence, skills and motivation to get back 

into work, education or training. 

Sarah Nuttall who organised the day and was at 

York said: ñThe racecourse could not have been 

more helpful in making a great day for all 

concerned. The weather was superb and the 

youngsters were able to get a great insight into 

how racing works. None of them had been to the 

races before so the whole event was a real eye 

opener and I think they got a real buzz out of it 

all.ò   

For more information about our work with The 

Princeôs Trust, or to find out how you can get 

involved, please contact Sarah Nuttall at the 

British Horseracing Authority on 020 7152 0005 

or email snuttall@britishhorseracing.com . 

             Owen Byrne 

mailto:rmounsey@britishhorseracing.com
http://www.gototheraces.com
mailto:asherman@britishhorseracing.com
mailto:snuttall@britishhorseracing.com
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RACE PLANNING 

2010 Fixture List 

As was the case last year, this yearôs process has proceeded relatively smoothly with most 

racecourses achieving their aims.  It is anticipated that the 2010 Fixture List will be published on 

23 July.  At least 1,500 fixtures will be staged, which will be an increase on 2009 where 1,490 are 

programmed.  The split is as follows: 1,203 Racecourse Fixtures, 259 BHA Fixtures, 34 

Enterprise Fixtures and at least 4 Self-Funded fixtures.  This year 183 fixtures were auctioned on-

line, compared with 136 the previous year.  The BHA Board will consider 3 applications for Self-

Funded fixtures later this month, which could see the final number of fixtures for 2010 rise to 

1,503.                         Carla Moore 

Merit Table and Betting Data 

In mid-May the Levy Board circulated the 

details of the 2009 Flat and Jump Merit 

Tables that will be used for calculating the 

2009 Basic Daily Rates (BDR).  The data for 

the compilation of the tables has been 

supplied by Weatherbys and the BHAôs 

Racing Department from racecoursesô 

executive and sponsorship contributions to 

prize money for racecourse fixtures only, 

averaged over 2006 - 2008.  The Levy Board 

will shortly receive the betting data from the 

Bookmakers Committee (supplied by 

Ladbrokes, Coral and William Hill) and will 

then commence the process of calculating the 

2010 BDRs.   

Carla Moore 

2010 Prize Money Distribution 

It appears unlikely that the £62.5m prize money pool can be retained for 2010.  Levy forecasts 

have been far from uplifting and it is anticipated that the Industry could face a cut back of 

between £5m - £10m.  The BHA (with input from the RCA) is exploring all avenues in making 

the reductions as painless as possible.  All areas of prize money that receive support from the 

Levy Board are under review, as are Minimum Values. More details will be available following 

the Levy Boardôs meeting on 22 July.            Carla Moore 

Race Times ë Fourth Quarter 

At the end of July, the Race Times Working Party will confirm the race times for the fourth 

quarter, which incorporates October through to December.  The RCA Executive will shortly 

circulate the draft times for that particular Quarter to all Racecourse Managers and Clerks of the 

Course for comments.                Carla Moore 

Analysis of Claims in Claiming and Selling Races 

Attached for Racecourse Managers is an analysis of claims made in claiming/selling races from 

January to June 2009 and 2008.  All the statistics indicate a downturn in activity, which is not 

surprising in the current economic climate.             Carla Moore 

NTF Regional Meetings 

Racecourse Managers/Clerks of the Course have been invited to attend the NTFôs Regional 

meetings in July.  They will be held at the following venues: 
 

Monday 13 July 2009  Epsom Downs Racecourse  South East  

Tuesday 14 July 2009  Worcester Racecourse   West Midland/Wales 

Monday 20 July 2009  Newbury Racecourse    Central South  

Thursday 23 July 2009  Leeming Bar    North   
 

Please contact Carla Moore, if you wish to attend.         Carla Moore 
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RACE PLANNING 

Report from RCA Race Planning Group Meeting 

The RCA Race Planning Group met on 

Tuesday 23 June. The Racecourses were 

represented by Jim Allen, Ed Gretton, David 

Hunter, Neil Mackenzie-Ross, James 

Hutchinson and Michael Prosser, also in 

attendance were John Smee, Carla Moore 

(Chair) and Lizzie Lea. A summary of 

discussion is below: 

New Race Type: The Group is keen to 

introduce a form of auction race over hurdles 

and would like to programme a dozen, or so, 

this winter. The aim is to convert some of the 

more uncompetitive novice hurdle races, 

especially in the north. The concept could also 

be extended to include Juvenile horses.  It 

should however be borne in mind that this 

would need to have approval of the BHA 

Racing Committee and could need computer 

development, which may take time. 

Bidding System: The Group requested that 

the BHA conduct a full review of this yearôs 

process. 

Enterprise Fixtures 2011: The Group has 

advanced its proposal, which was originally 

discussed at the Fixture Policy Group meeting 

held on 28 May.  It now looks as follows: 

In next yearôs fixture list process, those 

Enterprise Fixtures that were allocated in 

2008 should be allowed to move into 

vacant, non-ringfenced BHA slots.  If 

successful, they would receive a set BDR 

commensurate with a BHA fixture in that 

slot.  

In recognition of the fact that the BHA 

will lose out on revenue for the 

Development Fund and the opportunity to 

programme races required for the horse 

population, it is proposed that those 

fixtures/racecourses make a contribution to 

the Fund of £7,500 and allow the BHA to 

programme a number of races on those 

days.  

The above conditions should be in place 

for three years after which the fixture will 

receive Racecourse Fixture status and the 

appropriate funding relating to that.  From 

then onwards no payments to the 

Development Fund will need to be made.  

The Group advocate three years as this is 

the time needed to properly establish a 

fixture. 

These are the Groupôs initial thoughts and 

would still need to be endorsed by Members 

and the RCA Board later this year. 

2010 Prize Money Distribution: The Group 

was disappointed to learn that the prize money 

pool for 2010 could be between £5m - £10m 

less than this yearôs. Realising that cuts would 

need to be made, it stressed that if possible, 

the Enhancement Fund and Levy Board 7th 

Race Scheme funding should remain 

unchanged.  

Phasing Out of Guineas: The Group was 

made aware of the BHAôs intention to convert 

all reference to guineas into sterling from the 

start of the 2010 Flat Turf season.  It was felt 

that at this stage, racecourses should be 

allowed to continue using guineas in selling 

race conditions, but that the RCA Executive 

would point out to racecourses the fact that 

the use of guineas was being phased out in 

race conditions in Great Britain. 

Good Friday Proposal: The Group discussed 

an outline proposal, which will now be 

forwarded to the next meeting of the Fixture 

Policy Group and RCA Board. 

Bullet / Dash Races: The Group briefly 

touched on the subject of races run over less 

than 5 furlongs and agreed that it would be 

open to discussions if and when the BHA, 

trainers and/or breeders wish to explore 

options. 

Order of Running ï Hunter Chases: The 

Group felt that racecourses should be able to 

set their own orders of running for a dayôs 

racing without too many restrictions.  Usually 

they will have good reasons for not placing 

Hunter Chases as the last chase on the card, 

such as: 

Request from sponsor 

It is the feature race 

Accommodate professional jockeys from 

afternoon meetings to travel to evening 

meeting 

From betting point of view 

It is a novice race 

          Carla Moore 
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RACE PLANNING 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Divided Races 

The reconvened Betting Patterns Working Party (BPWP) has focused on ways of increasing 

betting activity on British Racing with a view to growing levy returns net of any additional costs. 

Various approaches to meeting this aim have been considered and it was concluded that the most 

effective way would involve changing the terms of the Divided Race Scheme so that more races 

divide, with any additional divisions used to fill twilight gaps. Therefore, from 1 September 

2009, affecting afternoon fixtures between April and October, and floodlit winter evening 

fixtures between September and mid-April the following changes will apply: 
 

Race Type: Within the specified periods, handicaps and claimers will also be permitted to 

divide along with WFA races. 
Number of races on card: The Rules of Racing currently state that a maximum of 8 races 

(Flat) and 7 races (Jump) can be run on any card. It has been agreed that the maximum 

number of races at Jump fixtures from April to October will be increased 8. 
Fixture session: No divisions are currently permitted on any evening cards. From 

September, divisions will be permitted at floodlit winter evening fixtures. 
 

The parameters relating to maximum race value and the number of declarations required to 

trigger a division (20) have been left unchanged. Currently, races up to and including the value 

of £10,000 (Flat), £8,000 (Chase), £7,000 (Hurdle) and £5,000 (NH Flat) may divide. 

 

In the light of this, the Levy Board has approved the provision of the necessary funding for the 

extra divisions involving an additional £300k being provided for the final 4 months of 2009, and 

the 2010 divided race fund being increased to £1.8m. 

 

Jump racecourses were permitted to apply to the BHA to be exempt from staging 8 races at 

fixtures between April and October (the maximum of 7 races will remain at all other Jump 

fixtures) (the deadline was  Friday 3 July), confirming its reasons for seeking the exemption. 

 

However, if a Jump racecourses wishes to be exempt for a specific fixture, they should contact 

the Racing Department by no later than one month prior to the publication of the race 

conditions/field size limits in the Racing Calendar ï i.e. about two months prior to the date of the 

specific fixture.              Carla Moore 

Postage 

Members may wish to be aware that the European Court of Justice has recently considered whether 

some of the services supplied by the Royal Mail should have been charged inclusive of VAT. 

 

To paraphrase the judgement from a complicated case, it appears that where a customer has 

individually negotiated its contract with the Royal Mail (rather than using the universal postage 

service), they may be able to recover VAT on all postage costs paid in the last three years and also 

for the period between 1973 and 1990! 

 

If this applies to you, specialist advice should be sought from your accountants or tax advisors. 

 

The RCA will also continue to monitor developments and wish those members who have already 

submitted claims every success.               Lance Havell 
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ATTENDANCE 

THE RACEGOERS CLUB 

2009 Attendance 

  2009 2008 

Month Attendance Actual   

Fixtures 

Ave. 

Daily 

Attendance Actual   

Fixtures 

Ave.     

Daily 

January 156,895 85 1,846 157,268 97 1,621 

February 138,715 89 1,559 169,622 99 1,713 

March 407,138 112 3,635 395,317 109 3,627 

April 496,748 128 3,881 472,968 127 3,724 

May 678,498 159 4,267 697,050 157 4,440 

Total 1,877,994 573 3,277 1,892,225 589 3,213 

  (-0.8%) (-2.7%) (+2%)       

John Phillips 

Flyinflyout, our 2-year-old filly with Mick Channon in Owners Group 32, has been busy with five 

runs in just six weeks including a win at Bath, 12th place in the Group 3 Albany Stakes at Royal 

Ascot and a run in a Newmarket Listed race. Certainly good value for money for share owners! 

Epic, our 2ïyear-old colt with Mark Johnston (Owners Group 31) made his debut at Epsom in 

early July. He finished 6th and should be running again soon.    

          Paul Smith 

Racehorse Syndicates 

The Summer newsletter will be sent to members at the end of July. If any racecourses wish to 

include a special promotion or offer to Racegoers Club members please let me know by Monday 

20 July.  

John Phillips 

Newsletter 
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PROMOTIONS 

The Mail on Sunday/Daily Mail Ticket Offer 

39 racecourses are participating in this offer on over 90 racedays in 2009. The offer launched in 

the Daily Mail on 2 January, appeared for a second time during the Cheltenham Festival and 

received a third slot on Bank Holiday Monday 4 May. We asked if the offer could be printed 

again during Royal Ascot week to capitalise on the increased interest in the sport at that time, and 

so it went in again on Friday 19 June. 

         Valerie Larue or John Phillips 

Date Racecourse Tickets Sold Date Racecourse Tickets Sold 

1 February Fontwell Park 42 3 May Salisbury 294 

1 February Musselburgh 8 10 May Plumpton 136 

8 February Exeter 84* 10 May Southwell 112 

8 February Hereford 70* 17 May Market Rasen 144 

15 February Sedgefield 12* 17 May Ripon 248 

22 February Fontwell Park 56 24 May Fontwell Park 204 

1 March Lingfield Park 2 24 May Uttoxeter 394 

8 March Market Rasen 56 31 May Bath 204 

8 March Warwick 96 31 May Stratford 216 

15 March Carlisle 54 7 June Brighton 198 

15 March Southwell 46 7 June Southwell 116 

22 March Huntingdon 58 7 June Worcester 292 

15 March Fontwell Park 90 14 June Doncaster 310 

22 March Southwell 26 14 June Salisbury 180 

22 March Wincanton 54 14 June Stratford 184 

29 March Kelso 48 21 June Hereford 258 

5 April Hexham 54 21 June Hexham 102 

5 April Market Rasen 88 21 June Pontefract 282 

5 April Southwell 64 28 June Salisbury 298 

19 April Stratford 144 5 July Ayr 100 

26 April Brighton 100 5 July Brighton 356 

3 May Hamilton Park 92 5 July Market Rasen 270 

3 May Newmarket 746 TOTAL 5,612 

*subsequently abandoned 



ISSUE 7                                                                                                                          JULY  2009 

9 

 

 

PROMOTIONS 

British Horseracing Call Centre 

The Racecourse Association has been fulfilling the function of the BHAôs call centre since April 

2007, taking telephone bookings and processing all web bookings. 

 

Below are the ticket sales dealt with since the start of 2009 along with the equivalent sales from 

last year. 

  2009 2008 

Month Orders Tickets Value Courses Orders Tickets Value Courses 

January 190 636 £14,290 25 183 718 £21,018 30 

February 202 762 £21,061 36 248 1,011 £26,554 32 

March 263 952 £22,637 40 277 1,029 £24,776 38 

April 230 911 £20,920 36 212 1,047 £21,902 44 

May 255 993 £25,562 38 210 1,131 £22,757 37 

June 306 1,159 £19,515 44 257 1,032 £23,575 31 

TOTAL 1,446 5,413 £123,985   1,387 5,968 £146,550   

  (+4.2%) (-9.3%) (-15.4%)            

John Phillips 

Daily Mirror Month of Racing 

The RCA tried to arrange a promotion with The Sun over the summer holiday period but the 

newspaper was unable to guarantee space for it.  Instead we have arranged for a 2-for-1 offer for a 

month of summer racing to appear in the Daily Mirror, Britainôs third highest selling daily paper 

after the Sun and the Daily Mail.  The offer will appear once in the Daily Mirror and once in the 

People, one of the groupôs Sunday papers. All racecourses eligible for the offer (Saturday 8 

August to Sunday 6 September) have been contacted to include a race day in the promotion for 

which all order processing and fulfilment will be met by the RCA.        John Phillips 
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COMMUNICATIONS 

 

RACETECH 

Scottish Seminar Planned 

RaceTech is working to put together a round 

table discussion seminar with the Scottish 

racecourses to explore how to maximise the 

use of CCTV and racecourse programming. 

This will be an ideal opportunity for courses 

to hear about what is possible ï taking a fresh 

look at how CCTV can inform, educate and 

entertain racegoers, sponsors and partner 

organisations, as well as how to use the 

technology on course to appeal to new target 

markets ï the younger generation, women, 

families and of course to retain and entertain 

existing core markets. If other regions or 

individual racecourses would be interested in 

participating in such an event, please contact 

me and we would be delighted to share our 

knowledge and show you some of what is 

possible, maximising the use of your own 

facilities and how some simple innovations 

could revolutionise the race day experience. 

 

Catherine Pullan 

Ownersð Guide to Britainðs Racecourses 

As an alternative to our annual printed publication, the Ownersô Guide to British Jump 

Racecourses, we would like to publish an online guide that includes all of Britainôs tracks.  

 

This will be at no cost to members and will provide an excellent PR vehicle for racecourses to 

showcase themselves to owners. 

 

The ROA are in full support of this guide and are willing to promote it to their members through 

their Owner and Breeder Magazine and via their electronic bulletins.  It will be included in PDF 

format on the ROA website.  This  will provide a one stop shop for all racecourse owner 

information.  Being electronic we can regularly update any changes you may wish to make. 

 

All racecourses have been provided with a template via the Thursday Email for their one page 

advert.  The completed template should be sent back via fax 01344 627233 or email to 

lizzie.lea@racecourseassociation.co.uk by Thursday 30 July; this will enable us to launch the 

online Guide for the middle of August thus encompassing both codes of racing. 

Lizzie Lea 

RaceTech AV Team Applies for ISO9000 

RaceTech is pleased to announce that we have embarked upon the process to achieve ISO9000 

accreditation for our AV operations. This will cover all elements of the processes involved to 

specify, design and deliver AV solutions, both to our racecourse customers and also our growing 

list of commercial and public sector customers. The ISO accreditation is a nationally recognised 

endorsement of an organisationôs processes, methodologies and working practices that 

underscores our commitment to quality and value for money so this is a very positive step for us 

to take. ISO is particularly relevant when pitching for public sector projects, where recognised 

standards are highly prized and can greatly assist a competitive tender. The accreditation takes 

some weeks to complete but we anticipate award of ISO9000 later this summer. 

Catherine Pullan 

mailto:lizzie.lea@racecourseassociation.co.uk
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COMMUNICATIONS 

TECHNICAL 

Racing Public Affairs Stakeholder Group Update  

The Racing Stakeholder Public Affairs 

Group was established earlier this year 

following the proposal put to and approved 

by the RCA Board in February.  

 

The Group is chaired by BHA Chief 

Executive Nic Coward, and Stephen Atkin is 

a member for racecourses, along with John 

Maxse of the Jockey Club. The Group aims 

to strengthen and develop the communication 

of key messages across the sport and to 

ensure a co-ordinated approach to all the 

work being done to engage the political 

stakeholders in Westminster and Whitehall.  

 

The objective is to ensure that racingôs voice 

reaches key decision-makers and the Group 

wants to put racecourses at the heart of a 

strategy to widen the industryôs political 

reach.  Racecourses are key to this as they act 

as hubs of local communities, often situated 

in rural constituencies, and in many cases are 

significant employers in their own right. 

 

Following the survey of racecourseôs 

relationships with local MPs the Group has 

developed a fortnightly Public Affairs 

Update coordinated by Will Lambe to inform 

racecourses of upcoming events and 

issues.  You will have already seen these 

updates and they are on the Membersô Area 

w i t h i n  t h e  R C A  w e b s i t e 

www.britishracecourses.org, under the 

section entitled óPublic Affairs Bulletinô.  

We hope that you find this addition a useful 

tool for building your relationship with your 

MP and local government.    

 

Please note one date for the diary, Monday 

26 October 2009, on which we have booked 

the Terrace at the House of Commons 

between 7.00 and 9.00pm for a Racing 

Reception, most likely to serve as an 

opportunity to showcase our work in the 

community and allow each racecourse to 

invite their local MP. 

 

The next general election must be held on or 

before 3 June 2010 and it is likely that we 

will witness a significant turnover of 

racecourse MPs. We will monitor centrally 

confirmed candidates in each relevant 

constituency and liaise with individual 

courses in order that we maintain continuity 

in key areas, and also maximise any 

opportunities the election presents. 

 

The RCA and BHA remain committed to 

supporting you with any future activity you 

may have with your local MP.  Please contact 

Will Lambe at the BHA or Lizzie Lea at the 

RCA who are happy to answer your 

questions and assist you in engaging your 

local MP.  

Will can be reached on 020 7152 0028 or 

wlambe@britishhorseracing.com  

 

Stephen Atkin/Lizzie Lea 

RCA Racecourse Managers Seminar 2009 

A seminar for Racecourse Managers will take place at Chester Racecourse on Monday 23 and 

Tuesday 24 November 2009.  These dates have been specifically selected to avoid a clash with 

those of the previous Managers seminar, with the aim that those who were unable to attend 

previously will be able to attend on this occasion. 

 

If there are any topics that you would particularly like to see covered in this seminar please contact 

me and we will endeavour to include them in the seminar programme. 

Holly Robarts 

http://www.britishracecourses.org
mailto:wlambe@britishhorseracing.com
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TECHNICAL 

Australian Racecourse Managers Association Annual Conference 

The Australian Racecourse Managers Association annual conference will be held on 22-26 August 

2009 at Alan Scott Park Morphettville Racecourse, South Australia.  A draft programme for the 

event and a registration form were distributed to all racecourses via the RCA Thursday E-mail on 

21 May 2009 and further copies are available from the RCA. For further information, please 

contact Warren Williams, ARMA Secretary, on arma@racecoursemanagers.org.au 

BHA General Instructions 
BHA General Instruction 2.2 Reissued 23 January 2009 for immediate 

implementation 

  

BHA General Instruction 2.14 New Instruction Issued on 19 March 2009 for 

implementation on 28 March 2009 

  

BHA General Instruction 3.2, Annex B Reissued 19 March 2009 for implementation on      

28 March 2009 

  

BHA General Instruction 3.7 Reissued 28 January 2009 for implementation on      

1 February 2009 

  

BHA General Instruction 4.1 Reissued 28 January 2009 for implementation on     

1 February 2009 

  

BHA General Instruction 4.3 Reissued 28 January 2009 for implementation on     

1 February 2009 

  

BHA General Instruction 5.2 Reissued 6 May 2009 for implementation on 1 June 

2009 

  

BHA General Instruction 7.2 Reissued 30 June 2009 for implementation on        

14 July 2009 

  

BHA General Instruction 12.2 Reissued 28 January 2009 for implementation on     

1 February 2009 

  

BHA General Instruction 12.3 Reissued 28 January 2009 for implementation on     

1 February 2009 (Further reissued 25 March 2009) 

  

   

BHA Officials Procedure 2.4 Reissued 19 March 2009 for implementation on    28 

March 2009 

 

Racecourses are asked to check their BHA GI Folders and ensure that they have the most up to 

date copies of these Instructions.  Up to date copies of all BHA General Instructions are available 

from the membersô area of the RCA Website should racecourses require copies.  If you have any 

queries regarding the BHA General Instructions, please contact the BHA or RCA. 

Holly Robarts 

mailto:arma@racecoursemanagers.org.au
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TRAINING 

TECHNICAL 

Weather Report 

Below is a summary of the May 2009 

Weather Report (for England and Wales) 

from the Environment Agency. 

 

May was wetter than average in northern 

England and Wales but drier than average 

elsewhere. However, it is the sixth month 

out of the last seven with rainfall totals at or 

below average across England and Wales.  

Soil moisture deficits increased during the 

month particularly across eastern, south east 

and southern England. Monthly mean river 

flows across England and Wales were 

mostly normal or higher for the time of year. 

Flows were above normal and notably high 

in north west England and Wales, but 

notably low in parts of south west England. 

Groundwater levels decreased at all but one 

of the indicator sites during May. At the end 

of the month, groundwater levels were 

normal or higher, at the majority of indicator 

sites, except for those in the limestone 

aquifers of the Cotswolds and south Wales. 

Overall reservoir stocks increased in four of 

our regions, decreased in three regions and 

remained unchanged in our Thames Region. 
 

Rainfall: May was wetter than average 

across our North East and North West 

Regions and in EA Wales, but drier 

elsewhere. Monthly rainfall totals ranged 

from 69% of the long term average (LTA) in 

our Southern Region to 139% in our North 

West Region. Overall, England and Wales 

received 95% of the monthly LTA. 

Soil Moisture Deficit: Soil moisture deficits 

(SMD) increased since the beginning of May 

in all our regions. At the end of the month, 

deficits were highest in our Anglian Region 

at 75mm. 

River Flows: Monthly mean river flows for 

May were normal or higher for the time of 

year at over three quarters of the indicator 

sites. Less than a quarter of sites were below 

normal in parts of southern England. 

Groundwater Levels: Groundwater levels 

decreased at all but one updated indicator 

site during May. Almost three quarters of 

sites were normal or higher for the time of 

year. Four sites in the chalk aquifers, and 

three sites in the sandstone aquifers 

decreased by one descriptive class. One site 

in the limestone aquifer of south west Wales 

changed from notably low to below normal 

for the time of year but levels remained 

exceptionally low and notably low in the 

limestone of south east Wales and the 

Cotswolds respectively. 

Reservoir Stocks: Reservoir stocks 

increased by 7% in our North West Region 

but decreased by 6% in our Southern 

Region. The largest increase of 11% was in 

the NCZ Regional Group in our North West 

Region and the largest decrease of 8% was 

in Chew Valley Lake in our South West 

Region. At the end of May, stocks were 

normal or higher for the time of year at just 

over two thirds of reservoirs or reservoir 

groups. Reservoir stocks were no longer 

notably low for the time of year within any 

reported reservoir or reservoir group within 

England and Wales. Overall reservoir stocks 

for England and Wales increased by 1% to 

92% of capacity. 

Intermediate Course:   British Racing School, Newmarket 22 ï 27 November 2009 

 

There are places available on the above course.  For information please contact Chris Costello at 

the Institute of Groundsmanship, 28 Stratford Office Village, Walker Avenue, Wolverton Mill, 

Milton Keynes, MK12 5TW, Telephone: 01908 312511, e-mail: iog@iog.org 

Racecourse Groundsmen Courses 

mailto:iog@iog.org
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TRAINING 

BADGES & PASS 

RMO Training Courses 2009 

The Racing and Equestrian Medical Officers course run by Dr Bennett has received full approval 

from the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh. 

  

In order to comply with the requirements of BHAGI 11.1 para 1, RMOs must undertake training 

every three years (or 4 for ATLS).  A Course is scheduled to be held on 19ð20 September 2009 at 

Chorley.  To book a place, please contact Dr Bob Bennett on 07979 506548. 

RMO One Day Refresher Training Courses 2009 

There will be two one day refresher courses run by Dr Bob Bennett on the following dates in 2009: 

  

Saturday 18 July 2009 

Saturday 10 October 2009 

  

These courses will be held at Uttoxeter Racecourse.  To book a place or for further details, please 

contact Dr Bob Bennett on 07979 506548. 

8 copies of the large poster and 4 copies of the 

A4 sized poster for 2009 have been sent to all 

racecourses.  Extra copies and electronic copies 

are available on request.                 Holly Robarts 

Badge Posters 

Missing Badges 

Copies of the lists of 2009 RCA and 

Press Badges holders are available on 

request. 

   Holly Robarts 

RCA and Press Badge Lists 

2010 Badge Colour Scheme 

The colours for the 2010 metal badges for the RCA, Press, Officials, NTF and PJA will be Dark 

and Light Blue.                Holly Robarts  

RCA:  6, 15, 29, 208, 252, 673, 863, 983, 984, 1011, 1352, 1360, 1412, 1454, 1470, 1471, 

  1681, 1751, 1755, 1805, 1832, 1910, 1923 

Press:  46, 426, 460, 469, 515, 575 

Officials: 35, 63, 145, 162, 175 

PJA:   7, 18, 19, 74, 105, 106, 191, 192, 218, 225, 268, 313, 328 

NTF:  3, 54, 55, 261, 277, 354, 439, 440, 486, 503, 504, 519, 667, 698, 745, 793, 794, 818, 

  819, 860, 865, 866, 871, 872, 910, 911, 950, 951, 1402, 1403, 1444, 1551 
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BADGES & PASS 

Free to use, Racing Register is an events diary maintained by Sportsguide Limited on behalf of 

the racing industry.   Any organisation planning a press day, product launch or open day etc., 

involving racing professionals and the media can contact Racing Register to register their event 

and be advised of any potential date clashes. 

 

The following are highlights for July and August 2009.  For further details regarding specific 

dates please e-mail: lynn@sportsguidelimited.com or contact Lynn Payne at Sportsguide 

Limited on 01344 774322. 

 

 

 

July 

 

 

17 Fri ï 19 Sun  Dubai Summer Festival ï Newbury 

 

19 Sunday   International Arabian Race Day ï Newbury 

 

28 Tues ï 1 Sat Aug Glorious Goodwood 

 

 

 

August 

 

 

1 August   Glorious Goodwood 

 

4 Tues ï 6 Thurs  DBS Flat and NH horses in Training Sale 

 

8 Saturday   Dubai Duty Free Shergar Cup ï Ascot 

 

18 Tues - 21 Fri  Ebor Festival, York 

 

25 Tues - 27 Thurs DBS St. Leger Yearling Sale 

RACING REGISTER 

Press PASS Cards 

Racecourses are reminded that a number of press members are accredited with PASS cards only 

rather than a metal press badge.  This is because they do not need access to the press room in 

order to carry out their work.  However for those racecourses with more than one enclosure we 

advise that you issue these PASS card holders with a raceday badge as a means of identity.  This 

will enable them to move about the racecourse while carrying out their duties. 

 

To obtain an up to date press list please contact lizzie.lea@racecourseassociation.co.uk or 

alternatively visit the document library in the membersô section of the RCA website. 

Lizzie Lea 

mailto:lynn@sportsguidelimited.com
mailto:lizzie.lea@racecourseassociation.co.uk
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SOCIAL INTERCOURSE 

Spotlight On éééééé. 

Carla Moore 

RCA Race Planning Executive 

Age 41 

Marital Status/Children/

Pets 

Married to Billy, 1 son Luke,                                                                               

1 dog Murphy (dalmation) 

Previous Career(s) 
Administrator at local Dutch Council, Project Co-Ordinator at BCM (Dutch 

Horse Show Organisers), Race Planning Co-Ordinator at BHB 

Best Bits About      

Your Job 

Visiting racecourses, successfully implementing race planning requests from 

racecourses 

Worst Bit About      

Your Job 
Politics and every time an abandonment is announced 

Best Racing               

Experience(s) 

I have enjoyed all the racecourses that I've visited, but the most remarkable 

events have been - Choisir at Royal Ascot - Inglis Drever winning his final 

World Hurdle - King John's Castle second in the John Smith's Grand National 

Worst Racing            

Experience 
Never making it to the '99 Derby due to traffic 

Racing Hero Phil Smith, BHA Head of Handicapping 

Most Fanciable        

Racing Personality 
Gary Stevens - Hall of Fame US Jockey 

Hobbies Horseracing, reading, skiing and dogs 

Favourite Film / TV     

& Music 
The Bourne Trilogy / Greys Anatomy / U2 

Favourite Holiday   

Destination 
French Alps (winter), USA 

Current Wheels Audi A3 

One Wish To Improve 

The Industry 

Improve communication and understanding between all factions of the Racing 

Industry 
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Analysis of Claims in Claiming and Selling Races 

 
 

DIARY DATES 

      

     13 July   Race Planning Workshop 

     17 July   REL Board 

     22 July   HBLB Board 

     22 July   Betting Patterns Working Party 

     23 July   RCA Board & AGM 

     23 July   BHA Racing Committee 

     28 July   BHA GI Liaison Group 

 

     24 August   Industry Committee Meeting 

 

 

CONTRIBUTORSõ CONTACT LIST 

     

  

 Atkin, Stephen   01344-873538 stephen.atkin@racecourseassociation.co.uk 

 Byrne, Owen   0207 189 3863 obyrne@britishhorseracing.com  

 Davies, Caroline   01344-873536 caroline.davies@racecourseassociation.co.uk  

 Havell, Lance   01344-873537 lance.havell@racecourseassociation.co.uk  

 Larue, Valerie   01344-625912 valerie.larue@racecourseassociation.co.uk  

 Lea, Lizzie    01344-626067 lizzie.lea@racecourseassociation.co.uk  

 Moore, Carla   01344-625723 carla.moore@racecourseassociation.co.uk 

 Payne, Lynn   01344-774322 lynn@sportsguidelimited.com 

 Phillips, John   01344-626067 john.phillips@racecourseassociation.co.uk  

 Pullan, Catherine   0208 947 3333  cpullan@racetech.co.uk  

 Robarts, Holly   01344-873536 holly.robarts@racecourseassociation.co.uk 

 Smith, Paul    01344-625912 paul.smith@racecourseassociation.co.uk 

 Walker, Carol   01344-873536 carol.walker@racecourseassociation.co.uk  

          

           EDITOR: Carol Walker 

The Racecourse Association Ltd   

Winkfield Road 

Ascot 

Berkshire 

SL5 7HX 

 

UPDATE is also available on our website: 

www.britishracecourses.org  

 

ATTACHMENT 

http://www.britishracecourses.org

