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LEVY SCHEME FOR 2010/2011 AGREED 

After the difficult challenges of last year, the Horserace Betting Levy Board and the Bookmakers‘ 

Committee agreed the 49th Levy Scheme on 28 April 2009 (running from 1 April 2010 to 31 March 

2011).  This was some six months ahead of schedule.  The previous year‘s negotiations had been diffi-

cult but they had assisted Racing in putting forward its case on a number of strategic matters.  Many 

of these are part of the agreement. 
 

The HBLB has agreed the Bookmakers‘ Committee‘s recom-

mendation of a further roll-over of 10% of gross profits for the 49th 

Levy Scheme with the annual variation being the RPI changes ex-

pressed as at 31 July.  This result brings to an end the perceived link 

of SIS/Turf TV with the Levy, but the agreement at the Levy Board 

goes further. 
 

Racing has been concerned at the absence of Levy contributions 

from offshore operators, although they derive substantial benefits 

from business on the sport.  The HBLB has agreed to call on Govern-

ment to act to secure levy from offshore operators, which shows a 

firm commitment from the HBLB to work with Government to tackle 

this issue.  The RCA will produce a key statement on offshore opera-

tors for distribution to members within the next two weeks.  Three 

days after the Levy announcement, Government announced its inten-

tion to look into the situation. 
 

As well as offshore operators HBLB has assured us that they 

will  be working with Government to tackle unlicensed and unlawful 

bookmakers trading through betting exchanges. 
 

 A revised levy process has also been approved, which the inde-

pendent Government Appointed Members will oversee; this includes 

inviting Racing to initiate the process by presenting proposals to the 

HBLB each spring, with the Bookmakers‘ Committee being invited 

to respond.  Under the new process, the HBLB may enlist external 

support in carrying out an independent assessment or otherwise assist 

in achieving reaching a settlement.  Work over the past year has con-

cluded that further levy modernisation can only be achieved through legislation, not likely in the im-

mediate or near future, and therefore the HBLB has adopted amendments to the process which are 

more immediately available within the framework of the existing legislation.  The HBLB has deliv-

ered modernisation albeit within the confines of existing legislation, another positive step. 
 

 HBLB has given a commitment to review thresholds before the 50th Scheme.  Importantly some 

50% of LBOs (including some Big 3 shops) pay the discounted Levy and Racing has consistently ar-

gued they are no longer appropriate. 
 

 Bookmakers have agreed to increase support for the promotion of Racing and betting shops and 

to the Branding project. 

 

/Contd…... 
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RACE PLANNING 

 

HORSERACE BETTING LEVY BOARD 

Following the organisational review of the 

Horserace Betting Levy Board, two new di-

rector-level appointments have been made. 
 

Rob Skeggs has been appointed Finance Di-

rector.  A chartered accountant with 15 years‘ 

post-qualification experience, Rob is currently 

working as Director of Finance & Property 

Services for the Southdown Housing Associa-

tion and was previously with the Scottish So-

ciety for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 

in Edinburgh.  Before that, he was Group Fi-

nancial Controller of the Tote and General 

Manager of Tote Direct.  Rob is married to 

Claire Sheppard, Chief Executive of Plumpton 

Racecourse.   
 

The Finance Director will manage all the 

Levy Board‘s funds, develop financial strat-

egy and plans, organise and direct all financial 

operations. 
 

Alan Delmonte has been appointed Opera-

tions Director.  Alan is currently Executive 

Director of Racing Enterprises Limited.  Be-

fore that, he worked at the British Horseracing 

Authority as Director of Communications and 

Promotion and at the former British Horserac-

ing Board as Public Affairs Director and 

Company Secretary. 
 

The Operations Director will lead in making 

recommendations to the Board for the annual 

£100 million distribution of Levy Board fund-

ing, the allocation of £50 million of loans to 

racecourses for important capital projects and 

the allocation of £2 million equine veterinary 

grants. 
 

Douglas Erskine-Crum, Chief Executive of 

the Horserace Betting Levy Board, said, ―We 

are very fortunate to have appointed Rob 

Skeggs and Alan Delmonte, two very high 

grade individuals, both of whom have a wide 

and interesting experience of racing and bet-

ting.‖ 
 

Both Rob Skeggs and Alan Delmonte will 

take on their new roles in July 2009. 
 

For more information, please contact:  

Douglas Erskine-Crum, Chief Executive of 

the Horserace Betting Levy Board: 

Tel: 0207 333 0043  

New Appointments 

2010 Fixture Incentive Scheme 

The budget for the 2010 Scheme is unchanged from 2009 at £6.026m.  Apart from calendar 

changes the only difference between the 2010 Scheme and the existing 2009 version is that the 

RCA has requested an increased payment for fixtures being staged in January and December.  It is 

anticipated that the Scheme will be available shortly.             Carla Moore 

Bookmakers and Racing intend to be ever more vigilant over the spending of Levy money. 
 

 The agreement ahead of time was made possible by the support of both the Bookmakers‘ 

Committee and Racing and this paves the way for a closer working relationship between Racing 

and the bookmakers.  This was further encouraged by the HBLB agreeing a long-term plan 

whereby the Bookmakers‘ Committee and Racing will work together on a range of issues of mu-

tual interest.  The Bookmakers‘ Committee have committed to work with Racing to jointly pro-

mote racing in LBOs.  Racing will flesh out the detail before 31 October, taking full account of 

the re-branding project. 
 

The early agreement of the 49th Levy Scheme has shown that there is a general commitment 

from all to obtain best value from Levy expenditure.         David Thorpe 

 

LEVY SCHEME FOR 2010/2011 AGREED 

/Contd…... 
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RACE PLANNING 

2010 Fixture List 

The Fixture Allocation Committee (FAC) met on 6 May to discuss racecourses‘ applications for 

friendly moves.  The recommendations of the FAC will be communicated to Racecourses 

shortly. Please ensure that you send your fixture applications to James Savage 

(jsavage@britishhorseracing.com) at the BHA and no longer Tim Newton. The remaining time-

table for the compilation process is as follows: 

 

 11 May  - Start of ―friendly moves‖ Round 2 

 20 May  - Deadline “friendly moves” Round 2 

 26 May  - 2nd FAC meeting 

 29 May  -  Online bidding for Racecourse Fixtures  

8 June  - BIDDING PROCESS for BHA fixtures 

 10 – 17 June - Final non-contentious applications accepted 

 22 June  -  Final FAC meeting 

 13 July  - BHA Board to approve the 2010 Fixture List 

 23 July  - Published in Racing Calendar 

2010 Fixture Criteria: The 2010 Fixtures‘ 

Criteria was agreed by the Levy Board at its 

meeting on 28 April. The Fixtures‘ Criteria is 

unchanged from 2009. However, you will 

note that it has not been possible to quantify 

the exact number of BHA fixtures that will be 

funded in 2010. This is because the BHA has 

yet to finalise its 2010 fixture policy on areas 

such as Sundays, Winter Evening fixtures and 

Good Friday. These decisions will be made at 

the BHA meeting on Monday 11 May 2009. 

If you have any questions on the 2010 Fix-

tures‘ Criteria please contact David Bradshaw 

on 0207 802 3883. 

Bidding Process - Racecourse Fixtures: 

The BHA has organised an auction on 29 

May for any Racecourse that wishes to sell or 

lease its Racecourse Fixtures. BHA would 

need the following information by 22 May: 

 

The date of any fixture(s) to be offered. 
Confirmation for each fixture of 

whether it is to be permanently sold or 

leased for a specified period. 
The reserve price that will be accepted 

for each fixture. 
The conditions associated with the sale 

or lease of each fixture. All potential 

bidders should be aware that the vendor 

will be solely responsible for setting 

these conditions and, accordingly they 

are likely to vary from vendor to ven-

dor. 
 

 

BHA will issue details of any such fixtures  

offered by racecourses on 26 May.  As with 

the bidding process for BHA Fixtures, fix-

tures will be offered in chronological order. 

Bidders should also be aware that in the event 

that the bidding does not reach the reserve 

price, the website will subsequently display 

that the vendor has ‗won the fixture‘.  For 

further information, please contact Richard 

Wayman (0207 152 0059). 

Training: If Racecourse Managers wish to 

have a training session prior to the bidding 

process, please contact Richard Wayman at 

BHA (0207 152 0059) or David Sharpe at 

Weatherbys (01977 440077). 

Enterprise Fixtures: The RCA had origi-

nally proposed that funding for Enterprise 

Fixtures would be on the basis of 0% in year 

1, 50% BDR in year 2, 75% in year 3 and full 

funding in year 4. However, the Levy Board 

has intimated that due to prize money con-

straints, it will not provide funding for Enter-

prise Fixtures for 2010 other than making a 

provision for integrity funding.  This has yet 

to be confirmed. 

 

Racecourses are reminded that Enterprise 

Fixtures require a minimum Total Prize Fund 

of £40,000 for Flat fixtures and £30,000 for 

Jump fixtures. Racecourses are reminded that 

prize money contributions will not count to-

wards the Merit Table until the fixture re-

ceives Racecourse Fixtures status.  

/Contd….. 

mailto:jsavage@britishhorseracing.com
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RACE PLANNING 

2010 Fixture List 

Blank Evenings during August: The BHA 

will extend the number of evenings by open-

ing up 6 more in August (Tuesday 3, Monday 

23, Tuesday 24, Wednesday 25, Thursday 26 

and Tuesday 31) and with Monday and Tues-

day afternoons during the summer compris-

ing just two fixtures, British Racing‘s prod-

uct is particularly sparse on 4 of these days.  

With summer evening fixtures being popular 

with racegoers, the BHA will extend product 

on these dates by programming 2 fixtures on 

each of these evenings.  

Christmas Break: The BHA will continue to 

programme a 3-day Christmas break com-

mencing on 23 December. 

Bank Holidays: 3 additional Bank Holiday 

fixtures were created in 2009 to address cases 

of particular regions being starved of fixtures 

on customer-friendly dates and the BHA 

wishes to extend this initiative by considering 

other applications from racecourses for addi-

tional self-funded Bank Holiday fixtures, at 

which the BHA‘s fixture fee would be 

waived. 

Given the differences in relation to Bank 

Holidays in Scotland, the BHA will also in-

vite applications specifically from Scottish 

racecourses to stage such fixtures on any lo-

cal holiday in the racecourse‘s region. 

Applications for Self-Funded Bank Holiday 

fixtures, which would be allocated on a 3-

year basis, will be accepted between 10 and 

17 June. 

Additional Self-Funded Fixtures: The 

BHA will also allow racecourses to apply to 

stage fixtures that coincide with a special oc-

casion (e.g. Ryder Cup) or that form part of a 

local/community initiative. These would be 

wholly self-funded and allocated against spe-

cific objectives. In the interests of planning, 

racecourses are invited to apply for dates as 

much as 3 years in advance.  This should not 

be viewed as an opportunity for a racecourse 

to apply for, for instance, a summer Saturday 

that would simply fit in with their existing 

programme of fixtures. Rather, applications 

would be considered on the basis of the im-

portance of the special occasion or the mag-

nitude of the local/community initiative. A 

maximum of 4 such fixtures per annum could 

be allocated. 

All such applications, which must include 

full details of the special occasion or local 

initiative, should also be submitted between 

10 and 17 June. The fixtures would be allo-

cated for between 1 and 3 years, depending 

on the particular circumstances associated 

with the application. 

Racecourses should be aware that any prize 

money contribution for Self-Funded fixtures 

will not count towards the Merit Table. 

 

 

          Carla Moore 

/Contd…... 

Changes to Race Conditions (from the Programme Book) 

It would be helpful to let the BHA know in advance if you are intending to change races 

(especially Class and/or distance related) that are advertised in the Programme Book.  This way, 

the BHA can look to replace the race you were originally scheduled to run and can inform the 

NTF of the change.   

Carla Moore 
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RACE PLANNING 

Jump Pattern and Listed Races 

If you wish one of your Jump races to be upgraded to Listed status or promoted within the Pat-

tern, you should submit an application to the BHA Racing Department by 22 May for considera-

tion by the Jump Racing Sub-Committee (JRSC) at its meeting on 3 June.  The BHA should 

have written to all Jump Racecourse Managers and Clerks of the Course to this effect and more 

information can be obtained from Stuart Middleton (smiddleton@britishhorseracing.com or the 

BHA (0207 152 0055).           Carla Moore 

Ponying to the Start  

The BHA has issued an up-to-date Protocol for Ponying to the Start, which was circulated to all 

Racecourses with the Thursday email on 30 April 2009.  Changes to the previous protocol in-

clude the fact that trainers need to notify the Clerk of the Course at declaration stage rather than 

24 hours in advance and a horse that is being ponied should proceed to the start at normal pace, 

i.e. not at a trot or walk, so that the other horses are not kept waiting at the start.  Any queries, 

please contact Richard Wayman (rwayman@britishhorseracing.com) or at the BHA 0207 152 

0059 .  

Carla Moore 

JRDG Audit Jump Review   

As you are aware, the Jump Racing Development Group (JRDG) has undertaken an audit of the 

BHB‘s Jump Racing Review, which was conducted in 2004.  This Review was seen as the stra-

tegic plan for the sport and therefore it was felt that an update on progress should be insti-

gated.  The full and final audit was circulated to all Racecourses via the Thursday email on 30 

April 2009.   

 

Carla Moore 

Race Times Programme Book III   

Final race times for the third quarter of 2009 were circulated to Racecourses on 30 April 2009. 

This document includes race times for July, August and September following the completion 

of Programme Book 3 and receipt of provisional television schedules for this period.  

  

As ever, days affected by terrestrial television (dates coloured pink in the document, which 

include all Saturdays) will be subject to later change once television schedules are finalised 

(usually 10 days before). If BHA are forced to make changes they will try to ensure that first 

race times are not moved earlier unless it is absolutely unavoidable, and always after full con-

sultation with the racecourses involved. Contact: James Savage at BHA 0207 152 0053 or 

jsavage@britishorseracing.com.  

Carla Moore 

mailto:jsavage@britishorseracing.com
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RACE PLANNING 

RCA Race Planning Group Report 

The notes of the RCA Race Planning Group, which was held on Monday 6 April, were circulated 

to members on 30 April via the Thursday email.  The racecourses were represented by Jim Allen, 

Bill Farnsworth, Ed Gretton, James Hutchinson, Nick Lees, Neil Mackenzie-Ross, Michael 

Prosser, John Smee and Ian Renton.  David Bradshaw (Levy Board) was also in attendance.  Points 

of note were: 

Matters Arising - Racecourse representatives are invited to attend NTF Regional meetings. The 

next ones will be held end of June/beginning July.  Dates to be circulated nearer the time. 

2010 Fixture List/Policy—It was agreed that: 

 - The RCA will urge BHA to reconsider recommendation on AWT winter evenings 

 - The RCA does not support BHA‘s proposal regarding ‗weak‘ Saturdays, it was suggested that 

RCA could self police this 

 - The Group was in support of additional evening fixtures in August, self-funded Bank Holidays 

and self-funded special fixtures.  

 - disappointed regarding BHA‘s stance on Good Friday as there is a huge customer case for this 

day 

 - clarification needed on Enterprise Fixtures and when they would become Racecourse Fixtures.  

 - 2010 Fixtures Incentive Scheme still to be agreed 

Minimum Values to be reviewed for 2010 

The Group recommended to investigate new race types for novice Flat and Hurdle races 

EBF Bonus Scheme which is now the Yearling Bonus Scheme – Group gave full support to 

concept.  Precise details need to be worked out, but aim is to programme 130 £10,100 maiden 

races to which a sizeable bonus is attached (this would recoup an owner‘s training cost for 1 

year) 

Auction/Maiden Auction Races – review values next year in line with results from the sales 

Next meeting – Tuesday 23 June 2009. 

                    Carla Moore 

Betting Patterns Working Party Report 

The party met on 22 April.  Racecourses were represented by Carla Moore, Ian Renton and John 

Smee.  The following topics are being investigated and/or actioned: 

 

Levy yields for Sunday fixtures in December, January and February, starting with December 

2006. 
Levy yields from January to mid-April for winter evenings (Wednesday, Thursday, Friday). 
Compare AWT winter evenings January to mid-April with the equivalent evening fixtures in 

the period September to December. 
Investigate the effect of moving winter evening fixtures to twilight fixtures from January to 

mid April. 
Confirm statistics between weekdays and time of day, with special relevance to twilight. 
Take account of all important Irish race meetings held on Sundays between January and mid-

April 
Provide dates of twilight fixtures previously held. 
Other topics that are also being looked at are: divisions of races, increasing the number of 

races, frost covers, promotion of pictures in LBOs. 

 

Carla Moore 
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RACE PLANNING 

BHA Racing Committee Report 

The Committee met on 21 April and the follow-

ing matters are of note: 

Laparascopic Sterilisation (LS): Has and con-

tinues to be performed on horses around the 

world.  LS is a way of making a horse infertile, 

via a small telescope through a small incision, 

and thus without leaving any obviously visible 

evidence.  There is a need to have clear and 

transparent information and although there are no 

known cases of LS horses competing in Great 

Britain, there is now a requirement for Britain 

and other international racing authorities to con-

sider their approach to the technique. To that 

end, the Authority is currently considering its 

position in relation to:  

- Whether the Rules of Racing should include 

that horses which have undergone LS, or any 

similar procedure, will not be eligible to race; 

- The categorisation of LS horses. 

The Racing Committee concluded that it could 

not support the use of LS for British racing. 

Maiden and Median Auction Races: See under 

FRSC report, page 8.  As Tattersalls are now the 

only sales company that sells in guineas, the 

BHA would like to look into making all Selling 

races being advertised in sterling rather than 

guineas. This would be in line with changing all 

monetary values in maiden and median auction 

races to sterling. 

Order of Running: BHA will allow Novice 

Chases to be run as the last race.  However, they 

would request that racecourses adhere to the In-

struction that says that Hunter Chases should be 

programmed as the last Chase on the card when-

ever possible. Committee felt if this was ‗abused‘ 

then maybe a change should be made to the In-

struction and make it a mandatory requirement.   

Yearling Bonus Scheme: David Redvers pre-

sented the paper. Overall Committee was suppor-

tive but had following concerns: 

 -  the fact that races cannot divide 

 - racecourses downgrading races in order to    

provide a £10,100 maiden race 

Other topics that were discussed were: 2010 

Fixture List, Jump and Flat Race Sub-Committee 

reports, Flat Championships, Open Declarations, 

Re-offered races, Arab Races on Thoroughbred 

Cards, Peterborough Chase, Dynamic Race Plan-

ning, non-runner fines for late additional fixtures. 

Next Meeting: 2 June 2009.        Carla Moore 

Jump Racing Sub-Committee Report 

The Committee met on 24 February and the fol-

lowing topics were discussed: 

AQPS horses running in NH races:  It was felt 

the change had been a positive move. 

Possible Revision to Jump Race Classification 

Scheme: Races at the top of each class type are 

becoming increasingly hard to programme.  This 

covers races 136-140 (Class 2 or above) and 116-

120 (Class 3 or above) bracket.  The Racing De-

partment‘s suggestion to help alleviate the prob-

lem was to increase the rating bands within 

classes by 5lbs.  Unfortunately, this will not be 

progressed at this stage. 

Early Season Veterans’ Chases – Age Restric-

tion:  Consensus is races should remain for 10+. 

Qualification for National Hunt Novices’ Hur-

dle Races: No longer need to restrict National 

Hunt Novices‘ Hurdles to horses that had run in a 

maximum number of INHF‘s or AQPS Flat 

races, but that as long as they had not run on the 

Flat they should be eligible to run. 

Opportunities for Novice Chasers: It was con-

cluded that the status quo should be maintained 

along with the existing WFA novices‘ chase op-

portunities. 

Foxhunters’ elimination sequence:  This year 

the Foxhunters‘ needed an elimination sequence 

to determine the final field, and since the handi-

cappers could not at the time take Point-to-Point 

form into account to assess a horse, any animal 

that had only run in Point-to-Points would cur-

rently be number one in the elimination se-

quence. It was suggested that horses should have 

run at least in 1 Hunter Chase in order to qualify.                    

 

             Carla Moore 
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RACE PLANNING 

Flat Racing Sub-Committee 

The Committee met on 19 March and the 

following subjects were discussed:  

Penalties in Black-Type Races:  Revised 

penalties in black-type races had been agreed 

as per the details that had been circulated to 

the Committee in January.  The revised 

structures would generally reduce the period 

of time that horses were asked to shoulder 

penalties in black-type races. 

All-Weather Track Black-Type Pro-

gramme:  Possible further expansion of the 

AWT black-type programme for 2010 has 

been put on hold for now due to the current 

economic climate. 

Ponying Horses to the Start in Races with 

Parades:  Horses should not be permitted to 

walk or trot to the start if they were ponied, 

but they should canter down at normal pace 

along with the other runners.  In order to be 

effective, any deterrent would have to be 

stringent.  Protocol should be covered by a 

BHA Instruction. There should be a require-

ment that if a trainer wished to pony a horse 

to the start they must inform the racecourse 

no later than the time of declaration.  They 

should also be told that if there was any de-

lay, either to the horse reaching the start, or 

to the start of the race, disciplinary action 

would be taken. 

Auction and Median Auction Races 2009:  
Support for the inclusion of Osara Vente in 

the list of specified sales.  Next year Auction 

prices should be advertised in sterling, to in-

clude any buyer‘s premium, and that there 

should be a greater number of Maiden Auc-

tions for horses sold for smaller sums of 

money. 

European Pattern Committee Minutes:  
Issues which the sub-committee held further 

debate on included: upgrade of the Jean Ro-

manet, the principles behind the enhanced 

fillies‘ programme, Italy‘s agreement to alter 

their elimination procedure for black-type 

races to mirror that of the rest of the Euro-

pean members, welcome change in Ger-

many‘s WFA scale and fillies‘ allowance, 

the downgrade of the Derby Italiano, the 

quality of Listed races in other European 

countries, the possibility of Turkey becom-

ing an associate member of the EPC. 

Appraisal of Ratings for Pattern and 

Listed Races:  End of season ratings for all 

European Pattern races and British Listed 

races were considered. 

Guaranteed Minimum Value Races:  The 

sub-committee recommended that the struc-

ture of the prize fund should be highlighted 

to owners, as what was available in such 

races was not prize money but simply own-

ers‘ money. 

Lengths per Second Measures: The new 

distances used by judges to measure lengths 

per second had now been in place for a year. 

3 different scales were used depending on 

the going and surface.  Handicappers be-

lieved that the new system had been helpful 

in restoring the level of ratings. 

 

 

 Carla Moore 

The RCA is sorry to inform racecourses that Carla Moore, after nine years valued service, has de-

cided to leave the RCA at the end of July.  She and her family are moving to Northern Ireland, 

which is where her husband‘s family live.  We will be sorry to lose her but must now plan for the 

future.  Carla‘s role has evolved over the past nine years and with the new BHA/HBLB structure 

taking shape, it is a good time to take stock about the RCA‘s and members‘ needs going forward.   

Carla Moore 
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ATTENDANCE 

RACE PLANNING 

The notes of the RCA‘s Annual Fixtures meet-

ing, which was held on Monday 6 April, were 

circulated to members with the Thursday email 

on 30 April 2009.  Points of note included: 

Fixture criteria – not yet agreed, but 

should be circulated shortly (see 2010 Fix-

ture List).  Outstanding issues include 

AWT winter evenings and blank Sundays. 

BHA would like to improve Saturday 

cards and introduce a minimum prize 

money level of £40,000 per fixture (this 

could only go ahead with support of 

RCA). 

BHA does not support opening up Good 

Friday in 2010. 

BHA will open up 6 more evening fixtures 

in August and invite racecourses to apply 

for additional Bank Holiday and Self-

Funded fixtures. 

Budget for Fixtures Incentive Scheme was 

yet to be agreed, but initiative to increase 

payments for January fixtures is likely to 

be supported. 

Optimum Use of the Turf document will 

be circulated to racecourses shortly. 

Details of some of racecourses wishes to 

move would be advertised on the RCA 

website under the Fixtures Market. 

Bidding process for BHA fixtures to be 

held on 8 June. Other issues briefly 

touched on were order of bidding, race 

programme, number of races, Develop-

ment Fund and training. 

BHA pointed out that in their view Enter-

prise Fixtures would only become Race-

course Fixtures when they received full 

HBLB funding.  RCA believes this should 

occur after the fixture has been run for at 

least 3 years.  Topic to be discussed at a 

Fixture Policy Group meeting on 28 May.  

Racecourses wishing to offer up their fix-

tures for auction on the BHA website 

could do so again this year.  Auction to be 

held on 29 May. 

Timetable – see under 2010 Fixture List 

(page 3).          Carla Moore 

RCA Annual Fixtures Meeting Report 

Attendances have held up well despite worries of the impact the current economic climate would 

have. Whilst the 2009 figures are boosted in comparison to last year by an abandoned day at last 

year‘s Cheltenham Festival, had that taken place the current daily average attendance for this year 

would still be higher than 2008. Please note that the 2009 average for January – April could yet 

come down as 20 meetings are still to be accounted for.            John Phillips 

  2009 2008 

Month Attendance Actual   

Fixtures 

Ave. 

Daily 

Attendance Actual   

Fixtures 

Ave. Daily 

January 155,917* 81 1,925 157,268 97 1,621 

February 141,251 89 1,587 169,622 99 1,713 

March 402,082* 110 3,655 395,317 109 3,627 

April 447,679* 114 3,927 472,968 127 3,724 

Total 1,146,929 394 2,910 1,195,175 432 2,766 

  (-4%) (-8.8%) (+5.2%)       *4 January attendances outstanding 

*2 March attendances outstanding 

*14 April attendances outstanding 
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PROMOTIONS 

The Mail on Sunday/Daily Mail Ticket Offer  

39 racecourses are participating in this offer on over 90 racedays in 2009. The offer launched in 

the Daily Mail on 2 January, appeared for a second time during the Cheltenham Festival and re-

ceived a third slot on Bank Holiday Monday 4 May. 

Valerie Larue or John Phillips 

Date Racecourse Tickets Sold Date Racecourse Tickets Sold 

1 February Fontwell 42 15 March Fontwell 90 

1 February Musselburgh 8 22 March Southwell 26 

8 February Exeter 84* 22 March Wincanton 54 

8 February Hereford 70* 29 March Kelso 48 

15 February Sedgefield 12* 5 April Hexham 54 

22 February Fontwell 56 5 April M. Rasen 88 

1 March Lingfield 2 5 April Southwell 64 

8 March Market Rasen 56 19 April Stratford 144 

8 March Warwick 96 26 April Brighton 100 

15 March Carlisle 54 3 May Hamilton 92 

15 March Southwell 46 3 May Newmarket 746 

22 March Huntingdon 58 3 May Salisbury 294 

TOTAL SOLD 1,008 

*subsequently abandoned 

British Horseracing Call Centre 

The Racecourse Association has been fulfilling the function of the BHA‘s call centre since April 

2007, taking telephone bookings and processing all web bookings. The contract for the supply of 

tickets remains between the customer and the BHA (for instance, it‘s their website!). The RCA 

merely acts as a clearing house, for processing ticket orders, customer queries and subsequently 

the flow of funds to racecourses when they are received from the BHA. Any queries about the 

details on the britishhorseracing.com site and expected payment dates for tickets sold should be 

directed to the BHA via Amy Sherman – asherman@britishhorseracing.com or 0207 1893815. 

 

Below are the ticket sales dealt with since the start of 2009 along with the equivalent sales from 

last year. 

  2009 2008 

Month Orders Tickets Value Courses Orders Tickets Value Courses 

January 190 636 £14,290 25 183 718 £21,018 30 

February 202 762 £21,061 36 248 1,011 £26,554 32 

March 263 952 £22,637 40 277 1,029 £24,776 38 

April 230 911 £20,920 36 212 1,047 £21,902 44 

TOTAL 885 3,261 £78,908   920 3,805 £94,250   

  (-3.8%) (-14.3%) (-16.3%)            John Phillips 

mailto:asherman@britishhorseracing.com
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THE RACEGOERS CLUB 

SAFETY 

Managing Executives are familiar with the requirements of the ‗Green Guide‘ and BHAGI 1.2. Nev-

ertheless, there are certain points which are worth reinforcement, especially at this time of the year: 

  

  a safety officer should be appointed who should have the authority to make safety related decisions 

without having to refer to senior management or directors, however he/she should have the right of 

direct access to these people; 

  a senior person, other than the Clerk of the Course, should have responsibility for security and this 

person must be named on the Racecourse Licence Application Form;  

  signs regarding conditions of entry and no drinking areas should be prominent and policed (no 

drinking signs are available from the RCA); 

  the bringing of alcoholic drink into enclosures is prohibited. This must be publicised and policed; 

  strict security control must be imposed on coaches arriving at your racecourses and the RCA coach 

pass procedure must be completed; 

  caterers must be fully briefed of the racecourses responsibility and they should be willing and able 

to close bars when necessary;  

  promotions which include the provision of free alcohol should not be arranged. 

  

We have no doubt that Racecourse Executives are very conscious of the need to prevent crowd trou-

ble. We must ensure that crowd control measures are enforced.  

 

Caroline Davies  

Crowd Behaviour - Guide to Safety at Sports Grounds                          
and BHA GI 1.2 

Newsletter 

The Spring newsletter will be sent to members shortly. It includes the Social Diary which promotes 

special days with facilities at racecourses nationwide. Both the newsletter and Social Diary will be 

attached with next month‘s UPDATE.     

           John Phillips 

Racehorse Syndicates 

The Club has two syndicates for the forthcoming Flat season – owners group 31, a 2-year-old colt 

with Mark Johnston which has already sold out all 250 shares, and owners group 32, a 2-year-old 

filly with Mick Channon which has sold approaching 200 shares. Both horses should hopefully be 

running before the end of May.  

Paul Smith 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Please keep us informed of any offers and special entertainment or activity that you have at your 

race meeting, so that we can promote this in the bulletin.  If you have any feedback regarding the 

new look Daily Racing Bulletin or any further ideas to add, please email 

lizzie.lea@racecourseassociation.co.uk.                  Lizzie Lea 

Daily Racing Bulletin 

mailto:lizzie.lea@racecourseassociation.co.uk
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COMMUNICATIONS 

PHOTOGRAPHERS 

Just a reminder for Clerks of the Course to call the Going Line number 07917 127 302 by 6.40am 

on the day of racing (this includes Weekends and Bank Holidays).  
 

In addition to talkSPORT radio we also update the PA (includes Teletext), SIS, Racing Post and 

numerous other local and national radio stations on going reports and inspections each morn-

ing.   Many of the media like to receive the going update as early as possible.                Lizzie Lea  

talkSPORT Going Reports Reminder 

PRESS 

The RCA and HWPA Press Liaison Committee 

met on Friday 3 April 2009.  The racecourses 

were represented by Andy Clifton and Nick 

Smith.  The notes of the meeting have been cir-

culated to all Racecourse Managers and Clerks 

of the Course within the Thursday Email on 30 

April 2009.  A summary of the discussion is 

outlined below: 

Photographer BHAGI 5.2: The Committee 

approved the re-draft of this instruction and 

Paul Struthers confirmed that it would be sent to 

racecourses in time for implementation from 1 

June 2009. 

Wi-Fi in Racecourse Press Rooms: A number 

of racecourses were highlighted as not provid-

ing wi-fi access within their press rooms. The 

Committee asked the RCA to contact those 

racecourses concerned to investigate what their 

plans were for providing this facility to mem-

bers of the press.  The Committee praised the 

large number of racecourses that had upgraded 

their press room facilities to provide wi-fi. 

New Press Badge Applications: The Commit-

tee reviewed the late press applications for 2009 

and asked the RCA to action their decisions.                                           

          Lizzie Lea 

RCA/HWPA Press Liaison Committee 

Racecourses should now have received the revised BHA General Instruction 5.2, which covers Photog-

raphy at race meetings.  BHA have worked closely with the RCA and Horserace Writers and Photogra-

phers Association on reaching this version, which is approved by both organisations.  The biggest 

change for racecourses is at 1b: 
 

All other press and professional photographers (ie those without the annual metal press badge or 

PASS card) must be authorised by the racecourse to take photographs at any race meeting and 

must sign to confirm that they have read and agreed to comply with this Instruction.‘ 
 

This will ensure that all photographers at work on racecourses are aware of the restrictions laid out in 

BHAGI 5.2.  It has also clarified the situation regarding amateur photographers though their accredita-

tion is at a racecourse‘s discretion. A number of changes or amendments will affect photographers, the 

main ones being: 
 

Photographers using a ladder must remain static on the ladder until all runners have gone past the 

site of the ladder 

Camera support spikes and mini-tripods may be used but the camera lens must be behind the line 

of the running rail upright 

For Flat racing, ladders can only be used after the winning post except in areas open to the public 

and behind a double running rail 
 

Please be sure to provide a copy of the updated Instruction to your official racecourse photographer. 
 

If you have any questions about this instruction please contact Paul Struthers on 07966 590105 or Caro-

line Davies at the RCA.                    Lizzie Lea 
 

Photographersð General Instruction 5.2 
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RACETECH 

RaceTech has recently handed over the exciting 

new AV system in the new Duchess Stand to the 

management team at Epsom. This is the culmina-

tion of many months of work, starting out as a 

piece of technical consultancy to assist the race-

course to define the needs and wants from the 

system for racedays and also for non raceday 

functions and then a successful commercial bid 

for the actual design and build of the system it-

self. 
 

The system is an entirely new, purpose built AV 

and TV distribution system that operates 

throughout the new Duchess Stand, opened re-

cently by the Duchess of Cornwall. The PA and 

sound reinforcement systems, as well as the multi 

channel TV distribution system are all controlled 

by password protected touch screens and can be 

operated on a room by room basis or central 

override function. 
 

Overall, the project has involved defining the 

technical specification and needs, design of the 

infrastructure behind the solution, the laying of 

many miles of structured Category 5 cabling to 

over 100 high quality commercial Philips display 

screens and 300 speakers, giving a total amplifier 

power output of 11,400 watts. In total, there are 

36 audio inputs routable to 44 outputs in a large 

digital audio matrix.  In addition, RaceTech has 

provided full implementation of the control and 

management systems, training of staff, on going 

support and technical maintenance of the system. 

Remote diagnostics via online management al-

lows RaceTech to monitor and correct the system 

in real time at all times. In addition, RaceTech 

was asked to design, supply and fit a door access 

system for staff and authorised personnel to en-

sure correct security measures are in place, as 

well as a number of variations to the original AV 

requirements as needs changed and budgets came 

under pressure. 
 

A particular feature of the system in the Duchess 

Stand is the large projector in the main betting 

hall – believed to be the largest on a UK race-

course at an impressive 15,000 ANSI Lumen out-

put for optimal viewing. 
 

Technically, the system is based around four 

complete 19‖ racks of equipment in the main 

control centre on the ground floor of the main 

stand. The 44U full height racks feature full cli-

mate control and are backed up by an auto sens-

ing uninterrupted power supply, to ensure that the 

emergency systems continue to work in the event 

of a power failure. This system was even tested 

in real time with  every device in the stand being 

turned on simultaneously, simulating a power cut 

out, to prove that there is no compromise to the 

essential sound systems or control systems. 
 

On the day of the grand opening, RaceTech pro-

vided full TV coverage of the Duchess of Corn-

wall‘s visit on behalf of the racecourse for CCTV 

and also for Racing UK and the BBC. A glorious 

day, a magnificent new stand and a superb state 

of the art AV solution, delivered on time and on 

budget. We wish Epsom many happy years of 

use!                         Catherine Pullan 

RaceTech and the Duchess Stand 

RaceTech is delighted to welcome back York Racecourse as we have recently finalised an agreement to 

provide full and enhanced CCTV services on racedays. York will now show a full ―York TV‖ pro-

gramme on racedays, with enhanced branding and additional camera/pundits/commentary to make the 

very most of their CCTV facilities. RaceTech will provide additional graphics, staff and cameras to en-

sure that the production of the programme is top quality and provides maximum entertainment, informa-

tion and facts to racegoers, as well as featuring sponsors and highlighting their vital involvement on 

racedays. 
 

There are many ways that racecourses can get more out of their CCTV – it is your ―shop window‖ to 

impart branding messages, provide education and information to racegoers and also get your sponsors 

names up in lights, so please do talk to us about what you want to achieve from your afternoon‘s televi-

sion coverage – it needn‘t be expensive, but it should be effective – everyone watches the TV! 

Catherine Pullan 

Optimising CCTV on your racecourse 
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TECHNICAL 

RCA Technical Group 

The RCA Technical Group met on Tuesday 21 

April 2009.  The racecourses were represented 

by Simon Claisse, Bob Davies, Sally Iggulden, 

Charlie Moore, Jon Pullin, Chris Stickels and 

Kirkland Tellwright.  Rupert Arnold (NTF) and 

Kevin Darley (PJA) were also in attendance.  

The notes of the meeting will be circulated to all 

Racecourse Managers and Clerks of the Course 

when finalised.  A summary of the discussions 

is outlined below: 
 

BHA 5 Year Plan: The Group reviewed a draft 

of the BHA 5 year plan, and requested the RCA 

provide feedback to the BHA in line with their 

comments. 

BHA Racecourse Survey: It was noted that 

once the BHA Racecourse Survey had been 

completed by all racecourses and the informa-

tion collated, the RCA and BHA would meet to 

further discuss how this information should be 

used. 

TurfTrax GoingStick: It was reported that 

Turftrax would undertake a review of the 6 

months use of the GoingStick following its 

mandatory introduction on 1 January 2009.   A 

review of the views of trainers and punters is to 

be conducted via the NTF and HWPA respec-

tively.  It was noted that many of the probes on 

the GoingSticks were becoming sharpened and 

this was affecting the readings, and that 

TurfTrax were taking appropriate action to re-

place the probes. 

Review of Regulatory Expenditure: The 

Group was informed that the RCA would be 

conducting a review of expenditure by race-

courses to support regulatory functions on a 

raceday, and was asked to inform the RCA of 

any issues which should be included in this re-

view. 

Off Times: The Group discussed methods for 

recording off times, and proposed alternatives to 

the continued use of ST2 forms.  The RCA was 

asked to discuss these proposed alternatives 

with the BHA. 

Provision of Going Information to Trainers: 
The Group requested the RCA liaise with BHA 

to discuss the possibilities of introducing a cen-

tral service for the provision of going informa-

tion to trainers by text message.  The NTF were 

supportive of this proposal. 

BHA General Instructions: The Group re-

viewed and agreed the procedure developed by 

the RCA and BHA for the review and reissue of 

BHA General Instructions.  A copy of this pro-

cedure has subsequently been provided to all 

racecourses. 

Use of Blindfolds: The PJA representative re-

ported that research and trials were taking place 

with regard to alternative designs for blindfolds, 

and agreed to keep the Group informed of pro-

gress with these. 

Weighing Room Security Officers: It was re-

ported that over the coming months the BHA 

would be visiting racecourses to obtain individ-

ual feedback regarding the Weighing Room Se-

curity Officers. 

Jockey Injury Notification Arrangements: 
The Jockey Injury Notification Arrangements 

procedure had been reviewed further to the ap-

pointment of Dr Anna-Louise Mackinnon as the 

PJA Medical Advisor, and had been reissued to 

racecourses.  It was noted that it was only ap-

propriate to contact Dr Mackinnon for incidents 

involving professional jockeys being taken to 

hospital.  For amateurs, conditional, apprentices 

or foreign jockeys the next of kin should be con-

tacted only. 

Use of Red Diesel: The Group was informed 

that HM Revenue and Customs were pursuing 

one racecourse with regard to their use of Red 

Diesel.               Caroline Davies, Holly Robarts 

A seminar for Racecourse Managers will take place at Chester Racecourse on Monday 23 and Tuesday 

24 November 2009.  These dates have been specifically selected to avoid a clash with those of the pre-

vious Managers seminar, with the aim that those who were unable to attend previously will be able to 

attend on this occasion. 

 

If there are any topics that you would particularly like to see covered in this seminar please contact me 

and we will endeavour to include them in the seminar programme.                                    Holly Robarts 

RCA Racecourse Managers Seminar 2009 
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TECHNICAL 

Frost Covers Working Group 

A meeting took place on Tuesday 21 April 

2009 for those racecourses who have used 

frost protection covers, to share details of their 

experiences and provide feedback to compli-

ment the research being carried out by Cran-

field University.  Representatives from Jockey 

Club Racecourses, Plumpton Racecourse, 

Northern Racing, Newbury Racecourse and 

Ascot Racecourse attended the meeting.  Rep-

resentatives of Cranfield University and Bet-

fair were also in attendance: 

 

Cranfield University Research: The Group 

was informed of 5 key points arising from the 

research being conducted by Cranfield Uni-

versity.  These were: 

The soil temperature lags behind the air 

temperature by approximately 0.6ºC.  

Therefore, for the soil to reach 0ºC the air 

temperature must be -0.6ºC or less. 

The data collected showed no difference in 

trends between the use of fleece covers 

and Tildenet covers.  However, it was sur-

mised that the horticultural fleece may be 

more effective at lower temperatures than 

the Tildenet material. 

There were statistically significant rela-

tionships between soil temperatures where 

covers were used and where they were not.  

This relationship is quadratic, meaning 

that as the ground temperature lowers the 

effectiveness of the covers increases. 

Overall, the average level of protection 

offered by the covers was 0.4ºC. 

The key benefit of the covers could be to 

provide a boundary between the freezing 

air and the ground and providing an alter-

native surface on which frost could form. 

It was agreed that, where possible, during the 

2009/2010 winter a representative of Cran-

field University should attend racecourses 

when frost protection covers are deployed to 

gather further data. 

Types of Covers Used: It was reported that 

many types, or combinations of types of cov-

ers had been used by racecourses but that no 

clear pattern regarding the effectiveness of 

different cover types had yet emerged. 

Effectiveness of Covers: It was noted that 

during prolonged periods of cold weather frost 

could begin to appear under the covers, par-

ticularly where one layer of covers was used.  

In areas where the covers overlapped better 

frost protection was achieved.  It was there-

fore agreed that during the 2009/2010 winter 

further data regarding the use of double layers 

of covers should be gathered.  The data collec-

tion protocol will be amended accordingly. 

Criteria for Use: It was noted that many 

racecourses did not have access to weather 

stations, probes etc to assist in their decision 

to use frost protection covers.  Many would 

rely on weather forecasts and their knowledge 

of their individual racecourse to make this as-

sessment. 

Other Methods of Frost Protection: The 

Meeting discussed other available methods of 

frost protection, but was agreed that these 

would need to be further proven before being 

trialled on racecourses. 

Communication and Management of Ex-

pectations: It was identified that there was an 

expectation for racecourses to utilise frost pro-

tection covers should their high profile race 

meetings be threatened by frost, but that as 

some racecourses had used frost protection 

covers and subsequently abandoned the fix-

ture, there was realisation within the Industry 

that frost covers would not protect fixtures in 

all cases. 

Funding: It was noted that where racecourses 

deployed frost protection covers and the meet-

ing did not go ahead they would then face lost 

income from the fixture as well as bearing the 

cost of the covers.  It was agreed that this 

should be addressed with the Horserace Bet-

ting Levy Board and the bookmaking industry 

when further information regarding the effec-

tiveness of the covers was available. 

 

Caroline Davies, Holly Robarts 
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TECHNICAL 

Racecourses are asked to be aware that any vehicle used on a racecourse which is subject to road 

tax cannot use red diesel.  Any vehicle which does use red diesel must be subject to an appropriate 

SORN Declaration and consequently should not be used on the road.   Racecourses are asked to 

be aware that where HM Revenue and Customs have discovered the incorrect use of Red Diesel 

by racecourses they are pursuing the matter further.         Holly Robarts 

Use of Red Diesel 

All BHA General Instructions are now issued to racecourses in an electronic format only.  The fol-

lowing Instructions have been reissued in 2009: 

BHA General Instructions 

BHA General Instruction 2.2 Reissued 23 January 2009 for immediate imple-

mentation 

  

BHA General Instruction 2.14 New Instruction Issued on 19 March 2009 for im-

plementation on 28 March 2009 

  

BHA General Instruction 3.2, Annex B Reissued 19 March 2009 for implementation on 

28 March 2009 

  

BHA General Instruction 3.7 Reissued 28 January 2009 for implementation on 

1 February 2009 

  

BHA General Instruction 4.1 Reissued 28 January 2009 for implementation on 

1 February 2009 

  

BHA General Instruction 4.3 Reissued 28 January 2009 for implementation on 

1 February 2009 

  

BHA General Instruction 5.2 Reissued 6 May 2009 for implementation on 1 

June 2009 

BHA General Instruction 12.2 Reissued 28 January 2009 for implementation on 

1 February 2009 

  

BHA General Instruction 12.3 Reissued 28 January 2009 for implementation on 

1 February 2009 (Further reissued 25 March 2009) 

  

   

BHA Officials Procedure 2.4 Reissued 19 March 2009 for implementation on 

28 March 2009 

Racecourses are asked to check their BHA GI Folders and ensure that they have the most up to 

date copies of these Instructions.  Up to date copies of all BHA General Instructions are available 

from the members‘ area of the RCA Website should racecourses require copies.  If you have any 

queries regarding the BHA General Instructions, please contact the BHA or RCA. 

Holly Robarts 
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TECHNICAL 

Below is a summary of the March 2009 

Weather Report (for England and Wales) from 

the Environment Agency: 
 

March was drier and warmer than average 

across all our regions and the third month out 

of the last four with below average rainfall 

across England and Wales as a whole.  Soil 

moisture deficits increased during the month, 

particularly across Central, Eastern and South-

ern England.  Monthly mean river flows 

across Wales and much of Northern and Cen-

tral England were below normal or notably 

low for the time of year.  Elsewhere, flows 

were generally within normal range.  Ground-

water levels decreased at the majority of indi-

cator sites during March.  At the end of the 

month, groundwater levels were normal or 

higher for the time of year at all sites, except 

three within the limestone aquifers of South 

Wales and the Cotswolds.  Overall reservoir 

stocks decreased slightly within our North 

West and South West Regions, but remained 

unchanged or increased elsewhere. 

Rainfall: March was drier than average across 

all our regions, particularly during the middle 

of the month.  Monthly rainfall totals ranged 

from 56% of the long term average (LTA) in 

our Midlands Region to 72% in our North 

West Region.  Overall, England and Wales 

received 63% of the LTA. 

Soil Moisture Deficit: Soil moisture deficits 

(SMDs) increased during March across all our 

regions.  At the end of the month, deficits 

were highest in Central, Eastern and Southern 

England at around 20mm. 

River Flows: Monthly mean river flows for 

March were below normal or notably low for 

the time of year at indicator sites across Wales 

and much of Northern and Central England, 

but were normal across most of Eastern and 

Southern England. 

Groundwater Levels: Groundwater levels 

decreased at approximately three quarters of 

the updated indicator sites during March.  

However, levels at most sites in chalk and 

sandstone aquifers were normal or higher for 

the time of year at the end of the month.  Lev-

els at three sites in the limestone aquifers of 

South Wales and the Cotswolds have fallen to 

notably low for the time of year. 

Reservoir Stocks: Changes in reservoir 

stocks varied from a decrease of 2% in our 

South West Region to an increase of 5% in 

our Midlands Region.  At the end of March, 

stocks were normal or above normal for the 

time of year at three quarter of reservoirs or 

reservoir groups.  Stocks within the Northern 

Command Zone (NCZ) Regional and Penni-

nes Groups in our North West Region were 

notably low for the time of year, the latter for 

the second consecutive month.  Overall, reser-

voir stocks for England and Wales increased 

by 1% to 94% of capacity. 

Weather Report 

Flip Starts 

Racecourses may be aware that there have recently been a small number of incidents where inexpe-

rienced jockeys have encountered difficulties with the Flip Start tapes and the BHA are investigat-

ing methods of ensuring these jockeys are better educated on this matter.  However, there is some 

concern that in those particular incidents, the tapes did not release as they designed to when the 

horses in question took the tapes on. 

 

If any racecourses wish to ensure that their flip start equipment is erected properly, they should re-

fer to Section 6.5 of the RCA Racecourse Guidance Documents Folder, which is available to view 

via the Members‘ Area of the RCA Website.  The BHA Inspectors of Courses are also available to 

provide guidance on this issue. 

Holly Robarts 



ISSUE 5                                                                                                                          MAY 2009 

18 

 

 

BADGES & PASS 

 

TRAINING 

Missing Badges 

Intermediate Course:   British Racing School, Newmarket 22 – 27 November 2009 

 

There are places available on the above course.  For information please contact Chris Costello at 

the Institute of Groundsmanship, 28 Stratford Office Village, Walker Avenue, Wolverton Mill, 

Milton Keynes, MK12 5TW, Telephone: 01908 312511, e-mail: iog@iog.org 

Racecourse Groundsmen Courses 

RCA:  15, 29, 208, 252, 673, 863, 983, 984, 1011, 1352, 1360, 1412, 1470, 1471, 1832, 1910, 1923 

Press:  46, 426, 460, 469 

Officials:  63, 145, 162, 175 

PJA:   18, 19, 74, 105, 106, 191, 192, 218, 225, 268, 313 

NTF:  3, 54, 55, 439, 440, 486, 503, 504, 698, 793, 794, 818, 819, 860, 865, 866, 910, 911, 950, 951, 

  1402, 1403, 1444, 1551 

RMO Training Courses 2009 

The Racing and Equestrian Medical Officers course run by Dr Bennett has received full approval 

from the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh. 

  

In order to comply with the requirements of BHAGI 11.1 para 1, RMOs must undertake training 

every three years (or 4 for ATLS).  Courses are scheduled to be held on 19—20 September 2009 at 

Chorley and 4-5 July 2009 at Newmarket.  To book a place, please contact Dr Bob Bennett on 

07979 506548. 

RMO One Day Refresher Training Courses 2009 

There will be two one day refresher courses run by Dr Bob Bennett on the following dates in 2009: 

  

Saturday 18 July 2009 

Saturday 10 October 2009 

  

These courses will be held at Uttoxeter Racecourse.  To book a place or for further details, please 

contact Dr Bob Bennett on 07979 506548. 

The one-day ‗Overview of British Racing‘ course is being held on Thursday 30 July 2009 at San-

down Park Racecourse. The cost is £90 (including VAT) per delegate.  The course covers a variety 

of topics such as: The British Horseracing Authority, Racecourse Management, The Racing Media, 

The Rules of Racing, Weatherbys, The Breeding Industry and the Betting Industry. 

  

For further details please contact:  Rebecca Baker, Administrative Assistant, British Horseracing 

Authority, Direct: 020 7152 0021, Email  rbaker@britishhorseracing.com or Fax: 020 7152 0001. 

One-day ïOverview of British Racingð Course 

mailto:iog@iog.org
mailto:rbaker@britishhorseracing.com
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BADGES & PASS 

Free to use, Racing Register is an events diary maintained by Sportsguide Limited on behalf of the 

racing industry. Any organisation planning a press day, product launch or open day etc., involving 

racing professionals and the media can contact Racing Register to register their event and be ad-

vised of any potential date clashes. 

 

The following are highlights for May and June 2009.  For further details regarding specific dates 

please e-mail: events@racingregister.co.uk or contact Lynn Payne at Sportsguide Limited on 

01344 774322. 
 

 

May 
 

12 Tuesday   Derby Launch Party – Kensington Roof Gardens, London 

    Goffs Dundalk Flat Breeze Up Sale 

19 Tues – 21 Thurs DBS Spring Horses in Training Sale 

27 Wed – 28 Thurs DBS Spring Store Sales 

28 Thursday  Derby ‗Breakfast with the Stars‘, Epsom Downs Racecourse 

 

 

June 
 

5 Fri - 6 Sat  Derby Meeting at Epsom 

10 Wed – 12 Fri  Goffs Landrover and June NH Sale  

16 Tues – 20 Sat   Royal Ascot 

18 Thurs   Official Opening of Ffos Las Racecourse 

24 Wed – Fri 26   Tattersalls Ireland Derby Sale  

RACING REGISTER 

Press PASS Cards 

Racecourses are reminded that a number of press members are accredited with PASS cards only 

rather than a metal press badge.  This is because they do not need access to the press room in order 

to carry out their work.  However for those racecourses with more than one enclosure we advise 

that you issue these PASS card holders with a raceday badge as a means of identity on arri-

val.  This will enable them to move about the racecourse while carrying out their duties. 

 

To obtain an up to date press list please contact lizzie.lea@racecourseassociation.co.uk or alterna-

tively visit the document library in the members‘ section of the RCA website. 

Lizzie Lea 

8 copies of the large poster and 4 copies of the 

A4 sized poster for 2009 have been sent to all 

racecourses.  Extra copies and electronic copies 

are available on request.                 Holly Robarts 

Badge Posters 

Copies of the lists of 2009 RCA and 

Press Badges holders are available on 

request. 

   Holly Robarts 

RCA and Press Badge Lists 

mailto:events@racingregister.com
mailto:lizzie.lea@racecourseassociation.co.uk
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SOCIAL INTERCOURSE 

Spotlight On ………………. 

Age  47 

Marit al Status/         

Children/Pets 

Married to Karen - 2 children (1st marriage)                                                        

George 17 and Edward 15 

Previous Career National Hunt Jockey 

Best Bits About       

Your Job 
The variety of the job and the variety of the people working in the industry 

Worst Bit About      

Your Job 
Injuries to horses and jockeys 

Best Racing               

Experience 
Riding 4 winners at The Cheltenham December Meeting in 1988 

Worst Racing            

Experience 
Breaking my neck at Wincanton in October 1990 

Racing Hero The groundstaff all over the country  

Most Fanciable Racing 

Personality 
Noel Chance's secretary 

Hobbies Golf, tennis 

Favourite Film & TV The Shawshank Redemption (unoriginal but unbeatable) 

Favourite Holiday    

Destination 
Botswana Horseback Safari  

Current Wheels VW Golf 

One Wish To Improve 

The Industry 
All work together to bring more money into the sport 

Peter Hobbs 

BHA Inspector of Courses 
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SITUATIONS VACANT 

Taunton Racecourse Limited 
 

 

Director / General Manager 
 

 

Taunton Racecourse is a flourishing National Hunt Racecourse 

and Conference Centre 

 

A General Manager is required, to join a very dedicated team 

to further the development of all the facilities   

 

Applicants should be financially astute, marketing aware     

and keen on racing 

 

A negotiable package is on offer 

 

 

Apply with C.V. to 

Michael Foden, Chairman, Taunton Racecourse,                    

Orchard Portman, Taunton TA3 7LB 
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DIARY DATES 

      

     18 May   Brand Project Steering Group 

     18 May   Racing Promotions Group 

     20 May   BHA Welfare & Training Group 

     26 May   Fixtures Allocation Committee 

     27 May   RaceTech Board 

     28 May   Fixture Policy Group 

 

       1 June   Betting Patterns Working Party 

       2 June   HBLB Audit Committee 

       2 June   REL Board 

       2 June   BHA Racing Committee 

     10 June   HBLB Strategy Review 

     12 June   RaceTech Audit Committee 

     22 June   Industry Committee 

     22 June   Fixture Allocation Committee 

     23 June   RCA Race Planning Group 

     26 June   REL Board 

     29 June   Jump Racing Development Group 

     30 June   Racing Promotions Group 

 

 

CONTRIBUTORSõ CONTACT LIST 

     

  

 Davies, Caroline   01344-873536 caroline.davies@racecourseassociation.co.uk  

 Larue, Valerie   01344-625912 valerie.larue@racecourseassociation.co.uk  

 Lea, Lizzie    01344-626067 lizzie.lea@racecourseassociation.co.uk  

 Moore, Carla   01344-625723 carla.moore@racecourseassociation.co.uk 

 Payne, Lynn   01344-774322 lynn@sportsguidelimited.com  

 Phillips, John   01344-626067 john.phillips@racecourseassociation.co.uk  

 Pullan, Catherine   0208 947 3333  cpullan@racetech.co.uk  

 Robarts, Holly   01344-873536 holly.robarts@racecourseassociation.co.uk 

 Smith, Paul    01344-625912 paul.smith@racecourseassociation.co.uk  

 Thorpe, David   01344-873538 david.thorpe@racecourseassociation.co.uk    

 Walker, Carol   01344-873536 carol.walker@racecourseassociation.co.uk  

          

                EDITOR: Carol Walker 

The Racecourse Association Ltd   

Winkfield Road 

Ascot 

Berkshire 

SL5 7HX 

 

UPDATE is also available on our website: 

www.britishracecourses.org  

http://www.britishracecourses.org

