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RCA ANNOUNCE NEW CHAIRMAN  

The RCA Board is delighted to announce that Ian Barlow will 

succeed David Thorpe as the RCA Chairman for an initial three 

year term following the conclusion of the 2009 AGM on 23 July.   

In order to facilitate a smooth handover, Ian has accepted our of-

fer to join the Board on 7 April 2009 as a non-executive Director. 

 

Mark Elliott, the RCA Vice 

Chairman who led the search for 

the new Chairman, welcomed 

the appointment. 

 

ñWe are delighted that Ian has accepted the position.  Whilst 

David will be a difficult act to follow, Ian will bring a wealth 

of experience not only of the horseracing industry but at the 

highest level in business.  The Board was deeply impressed 

by Ianôs knowledge, professionalism and enthusiasm and we 

look forward to working with him to drive forward the inter-

ests of horseracing generally, and of our members.ò 

 

Ian Barlow, commenting on his new appointment, said: 

 

ñI am honoured to be asked to carry out this role and to suc-

ceed such an accomplished Chairman as David Thorpe. Rac-

ing in Great Britain is a captivating and successful sport and 

at its heart are the racecourses. I very much look forward to 

serving them and working on their behalf with our other key 

partners in Racing and Bookmaking.ò 

 
Ian Barlow, a senior advisor to KPMG UK, retired as senior 

partner of the London office of KPMG last year.  Ian has 

been actively involved in the horseracing industry for many 

years, as an advisor to the BHA, and its predecessor the BHB.  He is a member of the Starting 

Price Regulatory Commission, from which he will be standing down once a successor is ap-

pointed, and has been a member of the Stable and Stud Staff Review.  Ian has a number of 

partnership interests in racehorses. 

 

For further information please contact: 

 

David Thorpe on 07790 491000 

Mark Elliott on 07802 939814 

Or Ian Barlow on 0207 311 8309 
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RACE PLANNING  

Racecourses should shortly receive the individual data for their course(s) from the BHA Race-

course Department for comment.  Please note that the FAC makes ample reference to this exten-

sive and detailed report.               Carla Moore 

Optimum Use of the Turf  

Fixture Criteria: The 2010 Fixture process will kick off following the RCA-organised Annual 

Fixtures Meeting on 6 April.   
 

Racecourse Managers should be aware that the HBLB, at its meeting on 18 March, did not confirm 

the 2010 Fixture Criteria.  It is not anticipated that there will be a wholesale change to the criteria.  

Nevertheless, negotiations surrounding the 49th levy scheme are holding up the current fixture 

process and it is hoped that this will be resolved before it commences. 
 

Timetable: The timetable for the 2010 Fixture List process is as follows:  
 

 6 April  - RCA Annual Fixtures Meeting 

 13 April  - Start of ñfriendly movesò Round 1 

 24 April   - Deadline ñfriendly movesò Round 1 

 6 May  - 1st FAC meeting 

 11 May  - Start of ñfriendly movesò Round 2 

 20 May  - Deadline ñfriendly movesò Round 2 

 26 May  - 2nd FAC meeting 

 8 June  - BIDDING PROCESS for BHA fixtures  

 10 ï 17 June - Final non-contentious applications accepted 

 22 June  -  Final FAC meeting 

 13 July  - BHA Board to approve the 2019 Fixture List 

 23 July  - Published in Racing Calendar 
 

Fixture Allocation Committee (FAC): The first meeting of the FAC is scheduled for Friday 2 

May.  For your information, the Committee will consist of the following members/observers.   
 

Members:        Observers: 

Ruth Quinn / BHA (Chairman)    Richard Wayman / BHA 

Stephen Atkin / RCA      David Bradshaw / HBLB 

Carla Moore / RCA      Tony Goodhew / BHA 

Michael Harris / ROA      James Savage / BHA 

Rupert Arnold / NTF      Richard Linley / BHA 

Adrian Grazebrook / BHA     Peter Hobbs / BHA (where R Linley is 

                                            unavailable) 
 

Fixture Market: The RCA will again make available a page on its website called óFixtures Mar-

ketô.  This is basically a Clearing House where Racecourses can advertise their wishes to swap/

move, sell, lease or even buy (acquire) fixtures.  The RCA website address is 

www.britishracecourses.org and you can find the dedicated page under óRacecourse Servicesô ï 

Fixture Market.  If you wish to enquire about a fixture you can click on the racecourse, which will 

provide you with the contact details.   
 

Carla Moore will administer the site and therefore any requests should be directed to her in writing 

ï carla.moore@racecourseassociation.co.uk.  An appropriate form was circulated to racecourses 

via the Thursday email on 2 April.                                  Carla Moore 

2010 Fixture List  

http://www.britishracecourses.org/
mailto:carla.moore@racecourseassociation.co.uk
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RACE PLANNING  

In response to a request from the RCA to assist racecourses with their cashflow, the BHA has re-

vised the terms associated with payments due to the 2009 Development Fund.  Under the old 

terms the schedule was as follows: 

 

 25% of the total amount due on or before 31 December 2008 
 50% of the total amount due on or before 31 March 2009 
 25% of the total amount due on or before 28 August 2009 

 

All racecourses have paid the first instalment, but under the revised terms you will not be required 

to pay the remaining 75% until 28 August 2009.  Invoices will be issued in early August.   

Carla Moore 

Change to payment terms 2009 Development Fund  

Any changes to races within the Jump Pattern 

must be agreed by the Jump Racing Sub-

Committee and subsequently approved by the 

BHA Racing Committee and Board.  All pro-

posed changes for the forthcoming season 

must be submitted to the Racing Department 

by the end of May.  No applications will be 

considered after this date, unless otherwise 

directed by the BHA in exceptional circum-

stances, i.e. for Summer Jumping.                   

           Carla Moore 

Deadline for Jump Pattern     
Race Applications  

A Racecourse may apply to the BHA Rac-

ing Department for any race with a Total 

Prize Fund in excess of £30,000 to be ex-

empt from the imposition of a Field Size 

Limit, subject to compliance with the 

Safety Factor for the race.  Such applica-

tion must be made in writing no later than 

one month prior to the publication of the 

race conditions in the Racing Calendar.  

Carla Moore 

Race Exemptions from        
Field Size Limits  

Racecourse Managers are reminded to include a standard notice in all their racecards regarding the 

Horserace Betting Levy Boardôs contribution to prize money for 2009.           Carla Moore 

Levy Board Notice in Racecards  

For 2009, the HBLB will continue to pay a fee of £10,000 to racecourses for any abandonment. 

                                 Carla Moore 

Abandonment Payments  

The HBLB has not yet confirmed the budget for the 2010 Fixtures Incentive Scheme and the RCA 

Executive can therefore not verify any details of the Scheme.  As reported at the February Mem-

bersô Forums, the RCA would like to see an enhancement in January payments (no longer at the 

expense of summer payments). As soon as a budget is agreed, the RCA will be able to submit its 

proposals.                 Carla Moore 

2010 Fixture Incentive Scheme  
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RACE PLANNING  

The Group met on Tuesday 24 March and the 

following items are worthy of note: 

 

Hurdle Review: With regard to Easifix hur-

dles, BHA has confirmed that it will continue 

to monitor the Irish data throughout 2009 and 

will therefore make no recommendation to 

implement them, or otherwise.  The reason for 

this is that it has become evident that there is 

currently insufficient judgement on the suit-

ability or otherwise of Easifix hurdles. 

NH Sales/Update/Free Leasing Scheme: NH 

sales coming up.  Lease scheme for store 

horses being developed.  More information at 

next meeting. 

Universities/New Racegoers: BHA is in con-

tact with the National Students Union to ar-

range offers with those racecourses within the 

vicinity of Universities during Freshersô 

Week. BHA is also targeting people on rich 

list by inviting them to Newmarket and show-

ing them round the racing stables, breeding 

yards and the Racecourse.  BHA has gone into 

partnership with two well-known brands: 

Walkers Crisps and Continental Tyres (see 

page 10). 

Point-to-Point: Suffered from quite a few 

abandonments at the beginning of the season. 

Since then many runners at fixtures providing 

10 to 12-race cards.  BHA has introduced ini-

tiative with 4 racecourses for 2-1 offers.  NTF 

and TBA will draft a paper suggesting that 

licensed trainers should be allowed to run 

their horses in Maiden Point-to-Points.  

Broadcast Rights: News about BBC drop-

ping coverage disappointing.  Channel 4 seek-

ing sponsorship deal.  To be confirmed soon.  

ATR  report an increased number of viewers. 

BHA Annual Conference:  Branding exer-

cise interesting.  It is hoped that the Group 

will receive the most up-to-date presentation. 

Pony Racing: Has approached the Levy 

Board for funding.  PRA has a table at the An-

glo/Irish Jump Awards in May and recent 

champions will receive their prizes. Issues 

about medical cover are being addressed. 

Order of Merit: Success story.  It is hoped 

that funding can be found for the future. 

Welfare Communication Workshop: Race-

courses central to this.  Most Racecourse web-

sites now carry a message regarding welfare.  

RCA Guidance document to be circulated in 

April.   

The Festival: Great success with competitive 

racing and true champions coming to the fore.  

Attendances slightly down, but course satis-

fied nonetheless. 

Jump Review 2004: Document was circu-

lated to racecourses and interested parties. 

Group discussed proposed changes and agreed 

to restructure document.  To be launched 

sometime in April. 

Next meeting: Monday 29 June at 2.00 pm. 

Carla Moore 

Jump Racing Development Group Report  

The Group met on 6 April and the following items featured on the agenda: 

 

2010 Fixture List 
2009 Minimum Values 
Betting Patterns Working Party Report 
New Race Types 
EBF Bonus Scheme 
Auction and Maiden Auction Races 

 

A report will be issued in the May edition of UPDATE.          Carla Moore 

Race Planning Group Report  
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RACETECH  

Clerk of the Course Broadcast Training  

For many years, RaceTech has hosted broadcast familiarisation courses for Clerks as part of 

their training. These have traditionally been held at Raynes Park, twice a year. Mindful now that 

travel costs and overnight accommodation prices are soaring, it may be more appropriate for 

trainee Clerks to undergo hands-on training on-course, utilising the Scanner and highly qualified 

professionals that staff them in a more ñreal lifeò environment. We would be delighted to ar-

range this for any trainee Clerks at a course local and convenient to them. For those racecourses 

who receive their broadcast services from SiS/Dales, it might be more appropriate to request 

these services direct from your service provider.  For more information or to discuss in more 

detail, please do not hesitate to contact RaceTech. 

Catherine Pullan 

RACE PLANNING  

The Trustees of the BEBF have agreed to a marginal increase in allocations to prize money in the 

period February 2009-January 2010.  In the face of current economic circumstances, this is fortunate 

news for owners, trainers, etc.  Allocations to the Flat Season 2009 will exceed £1.13 million, and 

will cover 446 races in Great Britain ï including 356 maiden/novice races; 23 Listed Races for 

mares/fillies; 43 handicaps for mares/fillies; two valuable filliesô nurseries and 22 other feature 

races. 

  

Allocations to the National Hunt Seasons will total £126,000 with 10 Junior Bumpers; 10 Mares 

Only NH Bumper qualifiers and £25,000 Final; 37 NH Novice Hurdle qualifiers and £70,000 Final; 

10 Mares Only NH Novice Hurdle qualifiers and £50,000 Final; 12 Mares Novice Chase qualifiers 

and £50,000 Final; individual sponsored races at Perth, Cartmel, Newton Abbot and Worcester ï 

courses which do not programme races October-March.            Carla Moore 

British European Breedersð Fund 

Racecourse Managers should all have received the new General Instruction regarding Reserves 

(BHAGI 2.14).  The following races are eligible for the inclusion of Reserves: 

 

Group 1 Flat races 

Heritage Handicaps 

Grade 3 Jump Handicaps with 48-hour declarations 

 

If you wish to include Reserves in your race conditions, you need to make an application to the 

BHA Racing Department.  For information, the Horsemenôs Group would wholeheartedly support 

any such application as Reserves would mean that as many owners as possible would be able to get 

a run in a competitive race.                Carla Moore 

Reserves  

Race Times Committee  

At the end of April, the Race Times Committee will discuss timings relating to Programme Book 

Volume III, which covers 1 July to the end of September. It is anticipated that you will receive 

confirmation of your race times for that period in the last week of April at the latest.  A draft copy 

of the Race Times document will be circulated via the Thursday email.                     Carla Moore 
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RACETECH  

RaceTech Goes Global!  

RaceTech was recently commissioned by IRM 

to train stalls handlers at óThe Equestrian Club 

of Riyadhô. The project called for two 

RaceTech stalls handlers to travel to Saudi 

Arabia and design and deliver a training course 

for local handling teams, demonstrating ñbest 

practiceò procedures and highlighting safety 

factors for handlers, jockeys and horses. 

 

Mark Wilson and Geoff Reed who are both 

members of the Racetech Stalls Teams com-

pleted the project between 18 February and 8 

March 2009, showing once again that the 

RaceTech stalls teams are the best in the 

world. 

They trained in excess of 20 men during this 

time with classroom presentations, eight morn-

ings of óbarrier trialô practical training and six 

live race days, which included the prestigious  

óKings Cupô. 

 

The RaceTech team liaised with Bernard Har-

greaves (Advisor to the Stewards), the Starters 

and local stalls teams to formalise a loading 

strategy and to bring the procedures up to In-

ternational standards. Our recommendations 

were well received and adopted and our cus-

tomers were very satisfied with the results. 

             Catherine Pullan 

RaceTech in the Community  

RaceTech has recently completed a project on behalf of Knotty Ash Youth and Community Centre, 

in Liverpool. The Centre has undergone a major refurbishment and RaceTech was asked to supply 

and install a high quality sound system, including selecting appropriate equipment, installation and 

commissioning. The system will be used for live music, DJ nights, dancing and for training purposes 

for the local youngsters. 

 

Donôt forget that if you want to make the most of your own audio equipment, RaceTech is on hand 

to assist and advise, for all manner of applications, not just raceday PA.      Catherine Pullan 

Aintree TV  

RaceTech has once again provided a full TV 

programming service for Aintree for the Grand 

National Meeting. Aintree TV has been broad-

cast for several years now and provides sub-

stantial extra value for racegoers, sponsors and 

the racecourse. Aintree TV covers the racing 

itself, but also encompasses studio interviews, 

on-course presenters, pundits, interviews with 

connections and betting partners, as well as 

covering press conferences and inserting ad 

breaks to highlight sponsorsô messages and 

branding. In short, it is a fully featured dedi-

cated TV programme that runs throughout the 

Grand National Meeting, featuring stories and 

information and also focussing on sponsors 

and their brand messages. 

 

Additional cameras cover the paddock and par-

ticularly events such as the now famous Ain-

tree ñStyle Contestò, which is a firm favourite 

with the public. RaceTech stage manages the 

production of the programme, as well as pro-

viding all of the graphics capabilities and co-

ordinating the sponsorsô adverts, or even assist 

with the production of appropriate ads for 

broadcast during this prestigious meeting. 

 

With increasing pressure on sponsorship budg-

ets, it is imperative that racing can show value 

to our partners, and putting on a show like this 

is demonstrable value. 

 

Call RaceTech for advice on how to make your 

TV service work harder for you and help you 

to meet your business objectives and those of 

your sponsors.   

      Catherine Pullan 
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PROFESSIONAL JOCKEYS ASSOCIATION  

Kevin Darley to Replace Apiafi as Jockeys' Chief  

Josh Apiafi has resigned as chief executive of 

the Professional Jockeys' Association.  He will 

be replaced by the former champion Flat 

jockey, Kevin Darley. 

 

Apiafi, the former 

amateur jump 

jockey who for-

merly worked for 

Betfair, sprang 

the surprise an-

nouncement on 

T u e s d a y  2 4 

March.. He is leaving to launch a new com-

mercial consultancy business. 

 

Apiafi took over as chief executive from John 

Blake in 2007 and drove through a programme 

of change including sponsorship deals, a name 

change from the Jockeys' Association of Great 

Britain, and the organisation's first full-time 

doctor, but also faced criticism from, among 

others, Tony McCoy, who resigned from the 

association for reasons not published. 

 

Darley moves to chief executive from the posi-

tion of PJA industry liaison director while 

Apiafi joins the PJA board of directors and 

will continue to provide commercial support to 

the association. 

 

Ann Saunders, the PJA's company secretary, 

has also been appointed a Director of the com-

pany. 

 

Rod Street, the PJA's chairman said: "We are 

very sad to see Josh go but respect his position 

and wish him every success with his new ven-

ture. 

 

"Moreover, we are delighted to retain his com-

mercial input at board level. Josh has made 

great strides with the PJA in a short space of 

time and the association is fresher, more vi-

brant and commercially focussed for his ef-

forts. 

 

"Kevin Darley's appointment reflects both the 

PJA's excellent succession planning and 

Kevin's progress since joining us as industry 

liaison director in 2008. He commands great 

respect with the jockeys and in wider racing 

circles. He will be a terrific asset. 

 

"In asking Ann Saunders to join the board, we 

are recognising the huge value she brings to 

the association, based on 32 years of working 

in the racing industry. Put simply, she is the 

PJA's conscience." 

 

Darley, who was champion Flat jockey in 

2000, said: "I feel very honoured and privi-

leged to have been asked to take on the role as 

Chief Executive. 

 

"I have been involved with the PJA throughout 

my riding career 

and have always 

had a passion for 

everyth ing  i t 

stands for. I look 

forward to continu-

ing my work with 

the team in New-

bury and represent-

ing the best inter-

ests of all jockeys, from the journeyman to 

those on the front line." 

 

Apiafi will remain in command, handing over 

the reins to Darley in May, following a brief 

transition. 
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BRITISH HORSERACING AUTHORITY  

Provision of Information for Public and Media  

As per BHAGI 3.2 para 29, Clerks are reminded to include full information alongside their Going 

Reports, to include any significant watering during the previous 72 hours, recent rainfall and run-

ning rail movements. When dolling out/in occurs, it is recommended that the Clerk of the Course 

is required to make the distance implication known to the public and media. This can be done 

through www.racingadmin.co.uk, from which the information is displayed to trainers and then the 

public through the Authorityôs website.                   Owen Byrne 

A New Home for British Racing  

The British Horseracing Authority is moving to new offices at the end of this summer.  The 

move to 75 High Holborn, will allow racing exclusive use of a central London office, as opposed 

to sharing a building with other businesses as is currently the case. 

 

The Jockey Club and Jockey Club Racecourses will also move into the building, as will Racing 

Enterprises.  In future the Racehorse Owners Association are expected to move from their cur-

rent location in St Jamesô Street to 75 High Holborn.  There will also be an office for use by the 

Racecourse Association, as well as ample space for use on an ad hoc basis by all other racing 

organisation. 
 

This is a major step forward for British Racing, and further demonstrates the increased level of 

collaboration and co-operation that now exists within the sport.       Owen Byrne 

Horse Welfare and the Recession  

The British Horseracing Authority has been working closely with Retraining of Racehorses over 

the last six months to assess and plan for any impact the recession will have on horses. As an-

nounced by Prof Tim Morris at the BHA Conference in February, the Authority has launched 

several initiatives that will help us identify the effects of the recession on Racing. 

 

On our behalf, World Horse Welfare is updating its Welfare Hotline, on 0800 048 0180, to in-

clude advice to help owners of unsold stock to examine their option and refer questions on 

horses after racing to Retraining of Racehorses.  

 

A range of key indicators is being monitored constantly, including the number of horses in train-

ing, foals born and sales results. Our findings show fewer horses being offered at sales, but no 

significant change in the numbers in training. Our monitoring of the official figures from the 

Meat Hygiene Service is not showing any increase in numbers of ex-racehorses sent to abattoirs.  

 

In 2008-9 the Authority commissioned a study on the whereabouts of those racehorses which 

were recorded as leaving training in Britain in 2006 and which have not subsequently re-entered 

training in the UK.  2006 data was used on the basis that this combined the merits of relatively 

recent training data with a time lag sufficient for the whereabouts of most horses to have become 

evident through future registration requirements. This study showed that racehorses go onto a 

wide range of future roles. 

Owen Byrne 

http://www.racingadmin.co.uk
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PROMOTIONS  

BRITISH HORSERACING AUTHORITY  

Raceday Teams: Team Principals  

Further to a re-structure within the Raceday Teams, Judges, Starters and Clerks of the Scales, and 

a recent recruitment process, we are pleased to announce the following appointments to the newly 

formed role of Team Principal with effect from 30 March 2009. 

 

Charles Stebbing has been appointed for the Clerk of the Scales Department. Charles brings 

many years of experience in racing administration and as a Clerk of the Scales to this new posi-

tion. 

 

Alastair Stewart has been appointed for the Judges Department. Alastair, who has been a Judge 

since 1988, retires this summer and he will be succeeded in the position by Nick Bostock.  The 

Team Principal for the Starters Department will appointed shortly.                             Owen Byrne 

Henry Simms Retires  

Henry Simms, Stable Security Officer, retired on 19 March after 15 years with the BHA and its 

predecessors. Henry spent his career in Racing formerly as a Stable Employee and Travelling 

Head lad before joining the Jockey Club in 1994. 

 

Henry's loyalty, dedication and vast experience were reflected in a Racing Welfare, 'Lifetime in 

Racing Award' which he received in 2008. Henry is held in high regard by all of his colleagues, 

especially those on the Northern circuit and we look forward to seeing him out on the Racecourse 

in the future.                Owen Byrne 

The Mail on Sunday/Daily Mail Ticket Offer  

39 racecourses are participating in this offer on over 90 racedays in 2009. The offer launched in the 

Daily Mail on 2 January and appeared for a second time during the Cheltenham Festival. 

Valerie Larue or John Phillips 

Date Racecourse Tickets Sold Date Racecourse Tickets Sold 

1 February Fontwell 42 15 March Fontwell 90 

1 February Musselburgh 8 15 March Southwell 46 

8 February Exeter 84* 22 March Huntingdon 58 

8 February Hereford 70* 22 March Southwell 26 

15 February Sedgefield 12* 22 March Wincanton 54 

22 February Fontwell 56 29 March Kelso 48 

1 March Lingfield 2 5 April Hexham 54 

8 March Market Rasen 56 5 April M. Rasen 88 

8 March Warwick 96 5 April Southwell 64 

15 March Carlisle 54 TOTAL SOLD  1,008 

* subsequently abandoned 
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PROMOTIONS  

British Horseracing Call Centre  

The Racecourse Association has been fulfilling the function of the BHAôs call centre since April 

2007, taking telephone bookings and processing all web bookings. Below are the ticket sales dealt 

with since the start of 2009 along with the equivalent sales from last year. 

  2009 2008 

Month  Orders Tickets Value Courses Orders Tickets Value Courses 

January 190 636 £14,290 25 183 718 £21,018 30 

February 202 762 £21,061 36 248 1,011 £26,554 32 

March  263 952 £22,637 40 277 1,029 £24,776 38 

TOTAL  655 2,350 £57,988   708 2,758 £72,348   

  (-7.5%) (-14.8%) (-19.8%)            
John Phillips 

Below is an overview of current activity within the BHA: 

 

Partnership with Continental: The BHA has recruited a total of 44 racecourses to partner with 

Continental Tyres, in a scheme to incentivise both staff and customers to attend the races. The 

racecourses have agreed to offer 50% off of selected racedays and all bookings are driven 

through the BHA website, ensuring that data captured for all consumers. The website launched 

to the public on 1 March and has received a small number of bookings to date. 

 

Partnership with Walkers: 49 racecourses have agreed to take part in the ñGaryôs Great Tripsò 

partnership, each of which will receive a strong level of visibility through the Walkers website. 

The partnership offers consumers a 50% discount on tickets, all of which is redeemed by collect-

ing a number of points from packets of crisps. The partnership will go live on 15 May 2009 and 

the BHA is currently coordinating the implementation of a co-branded website and the details for 

inclusion within the Walkers site. 

 

GoJumpRacing.com: The BHA is to revise the website, in order to ensure that custom is sus-

tained throughout the summer months and that all racecourses can benefit from the continued 

exposure. The website will be renamed ñGototheRaces.comò and will be hosted on the BHA 

website, in order that the site will benefit from traffic to the homepage, as well as the traffic to 

the GoJumpRacing site. 

 

BHA Audio powered by Timeform: See page 12. 

 

Point-to-Point Partnership: Further to previous RPG discussion, the BHA has been working 

closely in partnership with Paul Mathieu from The Racegoers Club in order to recruit a small 

number of racecourses to trial a 2-for-1 offer with a number of local Point-to-Points. Hamilton 

Park, Huntingdon, Worcester and Uttoxeter have all agreed to take part in the scheme and art-

work has been developed for inclusion within the relevant Point-to-Point racecards, running 

across the next 2 months.                         John Phillips 

BHA PROMOTIONS  
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THE RACEGOERS CLUB  

PHOTOGRAPHERS  

Photographersð General Instruction 5.2 

The Racegoers Clubôs complimentary fixture booklets have already been distributed at courses 

holding winter National Hunt and All-Weather racing. The remaining stock will be distributed at 

Flat-only and summer jumping courses shortly. We will be in touch in advance to make arrange-

ments.  

Paul Smith 

Fixture Booklets  

The next Racegoers Club newsletter will be sent to members in late April. If you wish to com-

municate a special offer to our members via the newsletter please contact me by Wednesday 15 

April.  

John Phillips 

Newsletter  

The BHA GI 5.2 regarding photographers on racecourses has been updated.  This has been done in 

consultation with the BHA, PJA, RCA Technical Group and HWPA photographer representa-

tives.    

 

The BHA will circulate the new instruction shortly to allow time for implementation on 1 June 

2009.  The revised RCA Guidance Document was circulated to racecourses within the Thursday 

email on 2 April. 

 

The key change for racecourses is that all photographers who do not have the metal badge or pass 

card and are accredited by the racecourse should sign to confirm they have read and agreed to the 

Instruction.   

 

If you have any further questions then please contact Caroline Davies or Lizzie Lea. 

Lizzie Lea 

Commercial Photographers   

To update our records, racecourses are asked to confirm their official racecourse commercial 

photographer to Lizzie Lea and that he/she holds appropriate public liability insurance 

(minimum of £1m).  This list will be made available to racecourses for reference when they ac-

credit non metal badge holders.  Please send your photographer details to Lizzie by 1 May 2009.  

lizzie.lea@racecourseassociation.co.uk  

              Lizzie Lea 

mailto:lizzie.lea@racecourseassociation.co.uk
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COMMUNICATIONS  

The BHA has established a new partnership 

with Timeform Radio. They are working with 

Timeform Radio to produce radio content 

which is distributed to national and local radio 

stations in the same manner as the Daily Rac-

ing Bulletin. 

  

The BHA sends out a daily racing preview of 

all of the following dayôs races, the key objec-

tive being to incentivise radio stations to in-

clude more racing coverage within their news 

bulletins and drive potential customers to the 

racecourse. Timeform Radio will also be re-

cording radio coverage at major meetings 

across the country, which will include inter-

views with key connections and preview mate-

rial of the big races, which will again be dis-

tributed in the same manner. Through this ser-

vice, there is also an opportunity for radio sta-

tions to request bespoke content and interviews 

in an additional incentive to generate further 

radio coverage, as well as take part in live in-

terviews themselves, should they wish.  Fur-

thermore, the BHA is also developing a way in 

which this content can be used on the BHA 

website in the future and we will keep you up-

dated as to this progress. For further details 

please contact: 

 

Amy Sherman, BHA Promotions Manager on 

0207189 3815 or 

Email: asherman@britishhorseracing.com. 

BHA New Partnership with Timeform Radio  

The Daily Racing Bulletin was 

given a new look on Monday 23 

March, to ensure that it ties in with 

the newly designed BHA home-

page.  The bulletin now contains 

pictures relevant to each racecourse 

and a hyperlink to the racecourseôs 

website, accessed by clicking on the 

racecourse name.  It is hoped that 

the new look bulletin will encourage 

more press to cover your race meet-

ings. 

 

Please keep us informed of any of-

fers and special entertainment or 

activity that you have at your race 

meeting, so that we can promote 

this in the bulletin.  If you have any 

feedback regarding the new look 

Daily Racing Bulletin or any further 

ideas to add, please email 

lizzie.lea@racecourseassociation.co.uk. 

Lizzie Lea 

New Look Daily Racing Bulletin  

 

mailto:asherman@britishhorseracing.com
mailto:lizzie.lea@racecourseassociation.co.uk
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TECHNICAL  

BHA Racecourse Committee  

The BHA Racecourse Committee met on 

Friday 27 March 2009.  Caroline Davies, 

Bob Davies and Kirkland Tellwright at-

tended on behalf of the RCA.  A summary of 

the key points of the discussion is outlined 

below: 

 

TurfTrax GoingStick: It was agreed that in 

July 2009 Turftrax would undertake a review 

of the 6 months use of the GoingStick fol-

lowing its mandatory introduction on 1 Janu-

ary 2009.  Further to this, annual reviews 

will be conducted so that trends can be iden-

tified and monitored.  A review of the views 

of trainers and punters is to be conducted via 

the NTF and HWPA respectively.  It was 

noted that many of the probes on the Going-

Sticks are becoming sharpened and this may 

affect the readings which are taken.  The 

BHA will liaise with TurfTrax regarding 

this. 

Research and Development: Investigation 

is taking place regarding rubberised take offs 

and landings, and it is aimed to introduce a 

trial site in Lambourn by August 2009.  In 

addition, trials regarding different designs of 

water jumps have proved successful, and 

racecourses are advised to liaise with their 

Inspector of Courses regarding the options 

available to them. 

Starters PA Systems: A portable PA system 

is being trialled by the starters and has been 

well received.  The BHA will retain full re-

sponsibility for Starters PA Systems.  

BHA 5 Year Plan: A first draft of the BHA 

5 year plan was reviewed by the Committee.  

This will be updated following the discus-

sions and a copy provided to the RCA Tech-

nical Group for review at their next meeting. 

Loading Ramps: It was noted that the speci-

fication for loading ramps within the BHA 

Racecourse Manual should be reviewed, and 

this will be pursued. 

Hurdle Developments: It was reported that 

the EasyFix hurdles would not be approved 

for use on British Racecourses at this time, 

and that this would be considered further as 

additional statistics became available from 

their use in Ireland. 

Racecourse Facilities Survey: The RCA 

and BHA will liaise to examine the informa-

tion collected as a result of the BHA Race-

course Facilities Survey, and the use of this 

information. 

Parade Ring Safety: A new parade ring 

safety initiative, whereby the Winnersô En-

closure will be used as a mounting area, is to 

be trialled at Haydock Park Racecourse. In 

addition, the BHA has agreed to address the 

number of their personnel who are within the 

parade ring when not required to be there. 

Off Times: It was agreed that the RCA 

Technical Group would be asked to review 

the process for reporting off times, including 

the use of the ST1 ad ST2 forms, and would 

be asked to propose ways in which this could 

be improved. 

Review of Instruction H22/Rule 152: The 

Committee discussed the benefits of a review 

of Instruction H22 and Rule 152 so that dis-

qualification does not apply to wrong course 

incidents when the action was not in the con-

trol of the rider and no advantage was 

gained.  It was agreed that no change should 

be made. 

Raceday Regulatory Support Functions: 
The BHA supported a review by The RCA 

Technical Group of regulatory support pro-

vided by racecourses on racedays to identify 

areas where economies could be made.  Any 

recommendations will be discussed with the 

BHA prior to their implementation. 

 

Caroline Davies 
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TECHNICAL  

BHA General Instructions  

All BHA General Instructions are now issued to racecourses in an electronic format only.  The fol-

lowing Instructions have been reissued in 2009: 

BHA General Instruction 2.2 

 

Reissued 23 January 2009 for immediate imple-

mentation 

 

BHA General Instruction 2.14 

 

New Instruction Issued on 19 March 2009 for im-

plementation on 28 March 2009 

  

BHA General Instruction 3.2, Annex B 

 

Reissued 19 March 2009 for implementation on 

28 March 2009 

  

BHA General Instruction 3.7 

 

Reissued 28 January 2009 for implementation on 

1 February 2009 

  

BHA General Instruction 4.1 

 

Reissued 28 January 2009 for implementation on 

1 February 2009 

  

BHA General Instruction 4.3 

 

Reissued 28 January 2009 for implementation on 

1 February 2009 

  

BHA General Instruction 12.2 

 

Reissued 28 January 2009 for implementation on 

1 February 2009 

  

BHA General Instruction 12.3 

 

Reissued 28 January 2009 for implementation on 

1 February 2009 (Further reissued 25 March 2009) 

  

  

BHA Officials Procedure 2.4 Reissued 19 March 2009 for implementation on 

28 March 2009 

Racecourses are asked to check their BHA GI Folders and ensure that they have the most up to 

date copies of these Instructions.  If you have any queries, please contact the BHA or RCA. 

 

Holly Robarts 
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TECHNICAL  

Below is a summary of the February 2009 

Weather Report (for England and Wales) 

from the Environment Agency. 

 

February was a dry month across much of 

England and Wales. Wales and north west 

England received well below average rain-

fall, whilst in eastern and south east Eng-

land, rainfall was well above average. Some 

of this precipitation fell as snow, with some 

places experiencing the heaviest snowfall in 

18 years. Soil moisture deficits remained 

low. There was wide variation in monthly 

mean river flows across England and Wales. 

To the north west of a line from the Severn 

to the Humber, flows ranged from normal to 

exceptionally low for the time of year. To 

the south east of this line, flows ranged 

from normal to exceptionally high. Ground-

water levels increased at the majority of 

sites and at the end of February, levels at all 

sites remained normal or higher for the time 

of year. Reservoir stocks decreased by 10% 

in our North West Region but elsewhere 

regional changes were 3% or less. Overall 

stocks in England and Wales decreased by 

2% to 93%.  

 

Rainfall:  The first half of February was 

wet, with some of the precipitation falling 

as snow, whilst the second half was drier 

and more settled. Monthly rainfall totals in 

EA Wales and our North West Region were 

less than 40% of the long term average 

(LTA), with some areas receiving less than 

20%. In contrast, eastern and south east 

England received over 120% of the LTA 

rainfall. Overall, England and Wales re-

ceived 76% of the LTA.  

Soil Moisture Deficit: Soil moisture defi-

cits (SMDs) increased slightly during Feb-

ruary but remained less than 5mm across all 

our regions.  

River Flows: Monthly mean river flows at 

the indicator sites varied widely, ranging 

from exceptionally low in Wales to excep-

tionally high in eastern England. This re-

flected the variation in rainfall across Eng-

land and Wales.  

Groundwater Levels: Groundwater levels 

increased at the majority of updated indica-

tor sites during February. At the end of the 

month, levels at most sites were normal for 

the time of year, with levels in the chalk aq-

uifers of southern and eastern England be-

ing predominantly above normal or notably 

high.  

Reservoir Stocks: Reservoir stocks de-

creased by 10% in our North West Region 

during February, but changes in the other 

regions were 3% or less. At the end of Feb-

ruary, stocks were normal or above normal 

for the time of year at three quarters of res-

ervoirs or reservoir groups. Stocks in Far-

moor Reservoir and the Pennines Group 

were notably low (abstractions from the 

River Thames into Farmoor Reservoir were 

stopped temporarily during January due to 

high turbidity). Overall reservoir stocks for 

England and Wales decreased by 2% to 

93% of capacity.  

Weather Report  
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TRAINING  

RMO One Day Refresher Training Courses 2009  

There will be two one day refresher courses run by Dr Bob Bennett on the following dates in 2009: 

  

Saturday 18 July 2009 

Saturday 10 October 2009 

  

These courses will be held at Uttoxeter Racecourse.  To book a place or for further details, please 

contact Dr Bob Bennett on 07979 506548. 

RMO Training Courses 2009  

The Racing and Equestrian Medical Officers course run by Dr Bennett has received full approval 

from the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh. 

  

In order to comply with the requirements of BHAGI 11.1 para 1, RMOs must undertake training 

every three years (or 4 for ATLS).  Courses are scheduled to be held on 9ð10 May 2009 and 19ð

20 September 2009 at Chorley and 4-5 July 2009 at Newmarket.  To book a place, please contact 

Dr Bob Bennett on 07979 506548. 

TECHNICAL  

Abandonments and Inspections  

Racecourses will be aware that the RCA and 

BHA have conducted a review of the Inspec-

tion and Abandonment procedures.  This re-

view is now complete, and the changes were 

introduced from 28 March 2009.  The review 

has necessitated changes to Rules 14 and 80, 

and these revisions were published in the Rac-

ing Calendar and a copy was provided to race-

courses via the RCA Thursday E-mail on 19 

March 2009.  In addition BHA General In-

struction 3.2 and BHA Officials Procedure 2.4 

have been amended and revised copies of these 

provided to racecourses by the BHA.  To sup-

plement these documents, the RCA has pro-

duced guidance for racecourses on the new 

inspection and abandonment procedures which 

was also provided to racecourses via the 

Thursday E-mail.  This document has been 

included in the RCA Racecourse Guidance 

Documents Folders at Section 2.15.  

 

Holly Robarts 

RCA Racecourse Managers Seminar 2009  

A seminar for Racecourse Managers will take place at Chester Racecourse on Monday 23 and Tues-

day 24 November 2009.  These dates have been specifically selected to avoid a clash with those of 

the previous Managers seminar, with the aim that those who were unable to attend previously will 

be able to attend on this occasion. 

 

If there are any topics that you would particularly like to see covered in this seminar please contact 

me and we will endeavour to include them in the seminar programme.  

Holly Robarts  
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BADGES & PASS  

 

TRAINING  

Missing Badges  

Copies of the lists of 2009 RCA and 

Press Badges holders are available on 

request. 

   Holly Robarts 

RCA and Press Badge Lists  

8 copies of the large poster and 4 copies of the 

A4 sized poster for 2009 have been sent to all 

racecourses.  Extra copies and electronic copies 

are available on request.                 Holly Robarts 

Badge Posters  

RCA:   15, 208, 252, 673, 863, 983, 984, 1011, 1470, 1471, 1910 

Press:   46, 460, 469 

Officials:  63, 145, 162, 175 

PJA:   18, 19, 105, 106, 191, 192, 218, 225, 268, 313  

NTF:   3, 54, 55, 439, 440, 503, 504, 698, 793, 794, 818, 819, 860, 865, 866, 910, 911, 950, 

 951, 1402, 1403, 1444, 1551 

Forged Metal Badges  

The RCA has received reports from racecourses that forged metal admittance badges are in circu-

lation, and a picture of such a badge was circulated to all racecourses in the RCA Thursday E-mail 

on 26 March 2009.   

 

The level on the detail of the forgery is very good, and this may not be easily recognised without 

closer inspection.  Consequently, racecourses are asked to be vigilant regarding the use of ALL 

metal admittance badges and to ensure that they have proper access controls in place.   

 

In order to limit the use of forged badges, racecourses can ask that all metal badge holders use the 

Racecourse PASS System in order to access the racecourse.  Any person without a PASS Card 

should only be admitted at the discretion of the racecourse once their identity has been verified.  In 

addition, racecourses may wish to conduct spot checks on all metal badges used on their course to 

ensure that the badges have not been reported lost, and are being used by the person to whom they 

are issued.  The RCA and Weatherbys are available to provide any advice or assistance as re-

quested.  Where racecourses identify forged metal badges in use, they are asked to confiscate the 

badge and return it to the RCA, who will then take action as appropriate.   

Holly Robarts 

Intermediate Course:   British Racing School, Newmarket 22 ï 27 November 2009 

 

There are places available on the above course.  For information please contact Chris Costello at 

the Institute of Groundsmanship, 28 Stratford Office Village, Walker Avenue, Wolverton Mill, 

Milton Keynes, MK12 5TW, Telephone: 01908 312511, e-mail: iog@iog.org 

Racecourse Groundsmen Courses  

mailto:iog@iog.org
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RACING REGISTER  

Free to use, Racing Register is an events diary maintained by Sportsguide Limited on behalf of the 

racing industry. Any organisation planning a press day, product launch or open day etc., involving 

racing professionals and the media can contact Racing Register to register their event and be ad-

vised of any potential date clashes. 

 

The following are highlights for April and May 2009.  For further details regarding specific dates 

please e-mail: events@racingregister.co.uk or contact Lynn Payne at Sportsguide Limited on 01344 

774322. 
 

 

 
 

April  

 

10 Friday   Lambourn Trainers Assoc Open Day 

14 Tuesday   Goodwood Pre-Season Press Launch ï East Everleigh Stables, Marlborough 

    Tattersalls Craven Breeze Up Sale 

17 Friday   Chester Media and Stakeholders Pre Season Press Launch 

18 Saturday  Dubai Duty Free media lunch - Newbury 

20 Monday   Newmarket Media Event (provisional) ï Brian Meehan Stables, Manton 

21 Tuesday   Newmarket Sports Editors Lunch (invite only) ï The Ivy, London  

22 Wednesday  Official Opening of Epsomôs new Grandstand 

30 Thursday  Tattersalls Guineas Breeze Up Sale. Two yr olds in training 

 

 

May 

 

12 Tuesday   Derby Launch Party ï Kensington Roof Gardens, London 

    Geoffs Dundalk Flat Breeze Up Sale 

19 Tues ï 21 Thurs DBS Spring Horses in Training Sale 

27 Wed ï 28 Thurs DBS Spring Store Sales 

28 Thursday  Derby óBreakfast with the Starsô, Epsom Downs Racecourse 

mailto:events@racingregister.com
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SOCIAL INTERCOURSE  

Spotlight On éééééé. 

Kevin Darley 

Appointed Chief Executive of PJA  

as from May 2009 

Age 48 

Marital Status/Children/

Pets 

Married to Debby for 26 years.                                                                          

2 daughters Lianne 25 Gemma 20 

Previous Career(s) Flat Jockey 1976-2007 

Best Bits About       

Your Job 

Working for the PJA means I can still work with some of my ex colleagues 

and our future Jockeys.  Through my work with the BBC I can still be in-

volved in the big days Derby +Royal Ascot.  

Worst Bit About      

Your Job 
The "process" of making changes for the good of the industry.  Frustrating !! 

Best Racing              

Experience(s) 

There are loads!  Champion Jockey 2000, first classic winner 2002éé.. 

Loved competing at the big events. 

Worst Racing            

Experience 

York Ebor meeting 1986, got a phone call from my sister to say my father had 

died + November 10th 2007 the day I retired from race riding. 

Racing Hero 
Pat Eddery a Jockeys Jockey + Joe Mercer, could listen to his stories for 

hours. 

Most Fanciable        

Racing Personality 
Zoey Bird 

Hobbies Skiing, Shooting, DIY 

Favourite Film & TV Not into films much but for some sad reason I love Eastenders 

Favourite Holiday    

Destination 
Maldives 

Current Wheels BMW 330 Coupe 

One Wish To Improve 

The Industry 

Continue to improve the relations between all the different factions within the 

industry. 
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MISCELLANEOUS  

McArdle Equestrian Surfaces ë  Repair & Renovation Service  

The company behind the road 

crossings at York Racecourse, 

suppliers of surface for the 

new canter down at Doncaster 

Racecourse and recent reno-

vation works at Ascot Race-

course - McArdle Equestrian 

Surfaces are a name you can 

trust. 

 

McArdleôs, a leading name in 

synthetic surfaces are now 

able to offer a complete repair 

and renovation service. 

 

To Include : 

 

.   Supply of all surfaces from woodchip to fully synthetic wax coated. 

.   Road Crossing Resurfacing and Repairs 

.   Land ïdrain repairs and installation. 

.   All types of Tarmac laying and patching 

.   Kerb and road base installation and repairs. 

 

All Enquires to: 

Tel: 01844 353202 

Fax: 01844 354310 

Email: equestrian@mcardleequestriansurfaces.com 

 

www.mcardleequestriansurfaces.com  

 

mailto:equestrian@mcardleequestriansurfaces.com

