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RCA Fixture List Process Review

The RCA Executive asked racecourses to submit their thoughts on the 2009 Fixture List process,
the findings of which were discussed by the Race Planning Group on 4 September. The documen
will now be prepared for the RCA Board (16 September) and will then form part of the Agenda
for the Members Forum meetings in October as well as a starting point for the Fixture Policy
Group in preparation for the 2010 fixture list process. Carla Moore

Basic Daily Rates

The HBLB has allocated total prize money of £62.5 million for 2009.
This compares to £49.5m in 2008 and £55m for 2007. As race-
courses may recall, the BDRs for the period 1 JuB1L December

CONTENTS 2008 were artificially inflated by approximately £6.6m and you are
Race Planning  1-5 therefore_ reminded that BDR comparisons must be made with 2008
BHA 5 BDRs prior to 1 July.

Attendance 6

Promotions 6-7 The betting allocation for 2009 is £15.625 million (£12.375m in
Racegoers Club 8 2008), which equates to 25% of the total prize money allocation.
Communication 8 . s . . : .

HBLB 9 This was then distributed on the basis of information provided by
RaceTech 9-10 Ladbrokes, Coral and William Hill. Racecourses were sent the de-
Sponsorship 10 tails of the percentage for each racecourse based on a hybrid formula
ES‘: Graduate ﬁ comprising 50% betting turnover/50% gross win, with betting turn-
T echniesl 1214 over and gross win averaged over 2 years and 3 years respectively.
Training 15 . . .
Badges & PASS 15 The total BDR allocations for Flat and NH (excluding Flat Winter
Racing Register 16 evening fixtures) are £23.463m (£21.3724m in 2008) and £16.399m
Social Intercourse 17 (E14.318m in 2008) respectively. The HBLB has applied this money

Miscellaneous 18
Diary Dates 19
Contributors List 19

on the basis of 25% BDR underpinning and 75% merit award.

You should be aware that if individual races were abandoned at your
meeting, a proportionate amount would be deducted from your BDR (i.e. if 1 race is abandoned,
1/6 will be deducted).

Racecourse Managers are however reminded that Basic Daily Rates need to be spent. Therefort
please make sure that all the prize money provided by the Levy Board has been distributed
amongst your race programmes. If in any doubt, please contact David Bradshaw (0207 333 0043)
at the Levy Board or Paul Foster at the BHA (0207 152 0088).

Carla Moore
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Minimum Values 2009

The BHA Board will confirm 2009 Minimum Values at its meeting on 15 Septenildez. RCA
would advise racecourses to work with the current Minimum Values for the time being. These
were issued to coincide with the increase in BDRs from 1 July 2008. Carla Moore

2009 HBLB 7 " Race Scheme 2009 Development Fund

As reported previously in UPDATE funding for The BHA Board will sign off the Fund at
the 2009 HBLB ¥ Race Scheme has remained its meeting on 15 Septemberowever,
unaltered. The proposal is therefore to retain the it is anticipated that a few cuts will need
current criteria as well as most of the agreed races to be made as proceeds from the bidding
for 2008. The intention is to concentrate on Jump process, as well as the interest from the
races first where the list will feature Class 2 and 3 sale of the Horseracing Forensic Labora-
Steeple Chases and Hurdles Races as well astory are down compared to last year.
Bumpers at certain times of the year. Details will
be released to racecourses as soon as possible. Carla Moore
Carla Moore

Deadline for Flat Pattern Race Applications

Any changes to Flat Pattern Races, or proposals to upgrade a Listed race to within the Pattern,
must be agreed by the Flat Racing Committee (FRC) and subsequently approved by the BHA Rac-
ing Committee and, where appropriate, the European Pattern Committee. All proposed changes
for the following season must be submitted to the Racing Department by the @otbloér. No
applications will be considered after this date, unless otherwise directed by the BHA in excep-
tional circumstances. The FRC will consider all applications at its meeting in November, after
which time racecourses wil|l be notified of th
Carla Moore

AQPS

From 1 January 2009 AQPS horses will be allowed to compete in Bumpers and NH Novice Hur-
dles. For the purposes of horse qualification, French AQPS races since the beginning of 2007 will
be reclassified in the same way as Irish National Hunt Flat races, which will mean that horses win-
ning an AQPS Flat race prior to that date will not be qualified to run. Trainers will be reminded
that runs in French AQPS races will no longer count for qualification purposes on the Flat. Pro-
posed race conditions for National Hunt Flat races will therefore read:

for four, five and six yrs old which have not run under any recognised Rules of Racing, except
National Hunt Flat races, Irish National Hunt Flat races or French AQPS Flat races

Proposed race conditions for National Hunt No
for novice four yrs old and upwards which have not won more than three hurdle races and
which have not run in a flat race or more than four Irish National Hunt Flat or

French AQPS Flat races.

Carla Moore
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Competitive Racing Statistics

Attachedfor Racecourse Managers are the latest competitive racing statistics which the BHA Racing De-
partment produces on a monthly basis. Points of note, where the increase/decrease between the 2 stu
periods are marked, are as follows:

Annual: August 20077 July 2008 (August 2006 July 2007)

Flat: There were significantly more races overall due to the summer 2007 abandonments, particularly
handicaps, sellers and claimers. There were significantly fewer classified/banded stakes (42 fewer in the
year to July 08 despite the 07 abandonments).

Quarter: May - July 08 (May - July 07)
Both codes: The figures comparing the relevant quarters in 2008 and 2007 are skewed greatly by the
summer 2007 abandonments. Carla Moore

BHA Official Ratings in Racecards

BHA would like to offer racecourses the opportunity to use the official handicap ratings rather than pri-
vate handicappersoé in racecards. Chel tenham an
BHA will make this service available to racecourses on atdalay basis. It is up to racecourses to de-

cide whether they want to use official ratings or not. It is expected that this will be available from Octo-
ber 2008 onwards. Carla Moore

Report from BHA Flat Racing Committee (FRC)

FRC met on 22 July. Races they discussed includedicipate which appeared to have worked. It re-

the Sandy Lane, York Ebor meeting, possible Listedmained the hope that in time it might be possible

races at Great Leighs, Pinnacle, Cecil Frail ando upgrade one of them.

King George & Queen Elizabeth Stakes. Other subPenalties for Winners of Overseas BlacKype

ject included: Races: The FRC was informed that a possible

workable solution had been put forward to address

the inconsistencies that existed in assigning

ary and March that had been introduced in 2007we|ght_ penaltle_s for winning _Group or Listed
races in countries not featured in Part 1 of the In-

met their parameters. A couple of existing early . :
season AWT races fell short of the required stan-temat'on"’II Cataloguing Sj[andgrds Book. A fur-
er update would be provided in the autumn.

dard, but in general the races seemed to hav : . .
worked well. g hampion Sire / Broodmare / Broodmare Sire:

Early Season Mi ddI e D i;rgit Igtﬁrr&até(?[_nall_q”aggl%g iq? Sﬁagdfirﬂfi %ngc‘)
Opportunity: The FRC had previously discussed tea uris ﬁ s_eclloc? cafle é(cef en(c::eh ata by S_oun-
the possibility of staging an 11f Listed race for fy, which includes awards for ampion Sire,

older fillies in April. There is now a 10f Listed BroodmaJ_ef andt Brdqo_dmalre Slrte_. '[he Teth_OdS
filliesd contest at Dutﬁeéjgy ‘Eer_epH} 'V'g%r?]?ugnesA%)dre?rrane bt
was agreed that it could give further consideration €se champions vary, such as counting overseas

to the possibility of staging such a race at a futureP!12€ Money or the requirement for the stalllpn_to
meeting. stand in that country. It was felt that Britain

3 Year Old Sprinters: The FRC was pleased to should define a method for identifying its champi-

note that the 2008 crop of 3yo sprinters appearecﬁ)nS and try to lead the way for the rest of the

to be the strongest it had been for some time.WorId' The FRC agreed that both Champion Sire

They had an excellent strike rate in theakd ar_1d Champion Br_oodmare Sire should be deter-
blacktype sprints they had contested. Although mlnetd _by tthS? swes_whose prqg%n_); (_earned éhe
there was often a call from trainers to provide 3yomos Wwin and piace priz€ money in britain regard-
sprinters with their own blackype programme, less of where the stallion stood. Leading Brood-

evidence had always suggested that this could noqr;}arel dwas a ﬁubjecti(;/ebchoic? by the TE?A \tl)\ihicl?
be justified. The conditions of a couple of exist- shou € Intiuenced by periormances in brac

ing 3yo only Listed races had been tweaked tolyPe races rather than prize money which could be

encourage previous Group 1 and 2 winners to pargﬁected by wins in valuable sales races,
3 Carla Moore

Review of Early Season AWT BlackType
Races:All of the new AWT Listed races in Febru-
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Report From RCA Race Planning Group

The RCA Race Planning Group met on Thursday Bly adhere to the fixture criteria and available bet-
September. The Racecourses were represented timg data in relation to which fixtures would receive
James Hutchinson, Bill Farnsworth, Andrew Coofunding.

per, Charlie Moore, Ed Gretton, Neil Mackenzie
Ross also in attendance were John Smee, lan R
ton, Carla Moore, David Bradshaw and Laur
Holmes. A summary of the discussion is below:

Trp_e Group discovered that there was confusion over
he amount of prize money required for Enterprise
Fixtures. A number of racecourses believed that
total prize money on offer must be a minimum of
BHAGI 2.12 - Optional Trophies: The Group rec- £40,000 for Flat fixtures and £30,000 for Jump fix-
ommended that optional trophies should be phasédres. However, the BHA has pointed out that entry
out for races valued less than £25,000. stakes need to be added to those amounts. The RCA
Frost Covers: On reflection, the Group recom- would clarify this as soon as possible.

mended that a frost cover payment of up to £10,0@ntry Stakes for BHA Fixtures: The Group
would be made available to a racecourse if a fixturagreed that it would be uncomfortable with a £0 en-
was saved from being abandoned due to frost coverg fee going forward. To reduce the complication
being deployed. Due to limited funds, the paymerfor the BHA having to chase up racecourses that
would initially only apply to televised meetings,underspent, the Group suggested that Weatherbys
which adhered to a certain prize money criteria. Thehoul d take any reducti on
RCA agreed to produce a list of those fixture8HA fixture invoice and put it towards the Devel-
which would be eligible. The protocol would be re-opment Fund.

viewed in April/May next year. 2009 Prize Money Distribution: The Group was
RCA/NTF Meetings: The Group noted that a meet-advised about the BDR calculation process which
ing for southern based trainers would take place ancluded top slicing the prize money pool to take
18 September at Cheltenham racecourse. Membeénso account Winter Evenings, as well as the En-
from both the Technical and Race Planning Grougsancement Fund. The Group was advised that Mini-
had been invited to attend. mum Values were likely to remain the same for
RCA Race Planning Workshop: The Group ap- 2009, without any overlaps for jump racing. The
proved the draft programme for the workshop anGroup approved the proposed criteria for both the
were pleased with the choice of speakers, whbevelopment and Enhancement Funds together with
would provisionally include Simon Clare, Davidthe HBLB 7" Race Scheme.

Bradshaw, Phil Smith and Stuart Middleton. Self Certifications/Non-Runners: The Group
Report from BHA Racing Committee: The Group noted that the BHA had not been perturbed by the
was given a verbal update on the matters discussedmber of nofrunners but that this area would con-
by the Committee at its meeting on 2 September. tinue to be monitored.

Review of the 2009 Fixture List ProcessThe BHA Ratings in Racecards:The Group welcomed
Group approved the report produced by the RC#he opportunity for racecourses to use official BHA
which would also be considered by the RCA Boardatings in racecards.

and Fixture Policy Group. It was acknowledged thallew Racecoursesi Fixture Allocation: The

a number of courses would like Enterprise Fixture&roup asked the RCA Executive to produce a paper
made available for Saturdays. The report also higlen the number of fixtures allocated to a new race-
lighted some discord from courses with regard teourse which would include considerations based on
blank Sundays and the removal of Saturday evéhe code of racing, the racing surface and the possi-
nings from the 2009 list. The Group agreed thatle inclusion of floodlights.

overall the process went smoothly and praised botRaceday ReservesThe Gr oup valued
the BHA and racecourses for their-aperation and review of dayof-race reserves and stated some con-
flexibility. cerns. The Group favoured a compromise involving
Enterprise Fixtures: The Group reviewed the per- declarations for reserves being made at 1pm the day
formance of the 2008 Enterprise Fixtures and hagtior to racing.

asked David Bradshaw whether the HBLB would b&uest T Ruth Quinn: The Group discussed the
able to provide relevant betting data. He confirmethain points of the agenda with Ruth Quinn and
that in his opinion these fixtures would not bewere provided with some useful feedback.

funded until 2011 and that the HBLB would proba- Laura Holmes

4
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RCA Race Planning Workshop / TRICL | Course @ Weatherbys

As mentioned in | ast mont hés UPDATE a Race P
Course and relevant Racecourse personnel will take place on Tuesday 25 November. | am pleased
to confirm that the conference centre at Weatherbys will be available for that date. The RCA
would like to thank Weatherbys in advance for its generous offer to host the Workshop on its
premises.

Carla Moore

Stalls Tests

Courses (in particular Clerks of Courses) are reminded to notify starters when horses have been
booked in for a stalls test. Proper notice allows the startexs r evi ew on our sys
profile, ring other Starters or the trainer and essentially be well prepared to the benefit of all con-
cerned. Owen Byrne

Stabling & Water Bucket Chains

At the request of senior stable staff and wit
below a picture of a water bucket chain used in some stables. Staff have commented that they find
these helpful because if water buckets are placed on the ground and knocked over, it is not clear to
the staff how much water the horse has actually drunk. The chain as shown is considered adequate
and can be obtained from Horse Requisites in Newmarket. (Tel: 01638 664619, Web:
www.horsereenewmarket.co.uk)

Owen Byrne




ISSUE

9

SEPTEMBER 2008

2008 Attendance Figures

2008 2007

Month | Attendance| Actual Ave. Atten- Actual Ave.

Fixtures | Daily dance | Fixtures | Daily
January 157,268 97| 1,621 151,124 86| 1,757
February 169,622 99| 1,713 142,828 72| 1,984
March 395,317 109| 3,627| 424,708 89| 4,772
April 472,968 127| 3,724 509,887 112 4,553
May 697,050 157| 4,440 628,888 150 4,193
June 948,731 139| 6,825 880,108 131 6,718
July 855,317 147 5,818 728,404 117| 6,226
[Tow | 3696273 875 4224 3465941 757 4579

(+6.6%)| (+15.6%) (-7.7%)

This fall can be explained by two factors: the new winter evening AWT fixtures (AWT evening
fixtures, which did not exist in 2007, added up to the start of evening turf meetings for betting

purposes) and the abandonment of the Wednesday of the Cheltenham Festival. Splitting out
those two major effects leaves average attendance down by just 1%.

John Phillips

The

Racecour se

British Horseracing Call Centre

Associati on

has

been

ful fil

2007, taking telephone bookings and processing all web bookings. Below are the ticket sales
dealt with since the start of 2008 along with the equivalent sales from last year.

2008 2007
Month Orders | Tickets Value | Courses| Orders | Tickets| Value [Courses
January 183 718| £21,018 30 214 802| £23,421 26
February 248 1,011] £26,554 32 243 963| £23,05q 29
March 277 1,029 £24,767 37 253| 1,130 £25469 36
April 212 1,047| £21,902 42 340| 1,454 £31,79§ 44
May 210 1,131] £22,757 37 369| 1,943 £43954 37
June 257 1,034 £23,623 31 597| 2,610 £41,484 35
July 194 842| £18,519 33 739| 3,173 £47,334 37
August 158 655 £15,297 31 253| 1,179 £22,124 42
TOTAL 1,739 7,467 £174,437 3,008/ 13,254 £258,634
(-42.2%)| (-43.7%)| (-32.6%) John Phillips
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The Daily Mail / Mail on Sunday Ticket Offer

35 racecourses are participating in this offer on 84 racedays in 2008. Total ticket sales for meet-

ings that have occurred are listed below. Valerie Larue or John Phillips

Date Racecourse Tickets Date Racecourse Tickets

Sold Sold
3 February | Fontwell Park 86 22 June Hereford 134
10 February| Hereford 48 22 June Hexham 82*
17 February| Southwell 56 22 June Pontefract 218
24 February| Fontwell Park 104 29 June Salisbury 182
2 March Bangor 110 29 June Windsor 260
2 March Huntingdon 106 6 July Ayr 32
9 March Market Rasen 82 6 July Brighton 112
9 March Warwick 96 6 July Market Rasen 90
16 March Carlisle 32* 13 July Haydock Park 410
16 March Fontwell Park 80 13 July Perth 68
30 March | Wincanton 96 20 July Newton Abbot 342
6 April Hexham 60* 27 July Ascot 668
6 April Market Rasen 70 27 July Carlisle 74
13 April Kelso 16 27 July Pontefract 342
27 April Brighton 200 3 August Chester 302
4 May Hamilton Park 134 3 August Market Rasen 134
4 May Newmarket 882 3 August Newbury 172
4 May Salisbury 310 10 August Leicester 98
11 May Plumpton 70 10 August | Windsor 210
11 May Worcester 166 17 August Bath 200
18 May Market Rasen 170 17 August | Pontefract 742*
25 May Fontwell Park 226 24 August Beverley 248
25 May Uttoxeter 456 24 August Goodwood 450
1 June Bath 162 24 August | Yarmouth 292
8 June Brighton 114 7 September| Fontwell Park 120
8 June Worcester 126 7 September| Thirsk 130
15 June Doncaster 204 7 September| Worcester 238*
15 June Salisbury 200 TOTAL SOLD 10,812

*subsequently abandoned
Group Sales
As at 31 August bookings for the year stood at 205 valued at £107,584. Paul Smith

Special Events

This can be viewed on the RCA website, www.britishracecourses.org. Pleaskos fax details
of newsworthy meetings you wish to appear in the diary. Paul Smith

7
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2009 Concession Scheme

Last month we contacted racecourses
about the 2009 concession scheme. If
you are yet to respond please do so as
soon as possible.

John Phillips

Summer Newsletter

Our summer newsletter was sent out
week commencing Monday 4 August,
along with the second edition of our So-
cial Event Diary. These aenclosedor
Racecourse Managers.

John Phillips or Paul Smith

Offer Corner

I n previous newsl etters The Racegoers Club h
free racedays that courses have kindly pledged to members, or generous advance booked ticket
offers. The next newsletter is due to go out in mid to late October and if you wish to provide
members with a free day at your racecourse, or provide a substantial advance booked discount

for a certain day, please let me know.
John Phillips

Owners Groups

In August Lucayan Dancer, our replacement for the injured Maia in Owners Group 27, won his
third race for the Club in just four starts. Having had a rest he will be on the track soon with en-
tries expected at Musselburgh and Leicester next week. Senora Snoopy (who ran for the Club in
each of the last three seasons) will once again represent the Club in the National Hunt season as
Owners Group 28 with Ferdy Murphy. Gaye Starlet (Alan King) will be Owners Group 29. She
was injured during the last NH season before she could run for her owners group, but the lease
was extended so she could run in a bumper over the summer, in which shé'tarher2 will

also be a brand new group, an unnamed 3 year old filly which will be trained by David Pipe.

Paul Smith or John Phillips

talkSPORT Going Reports

With our persistently wet climate there is the likelihood of the occasional inspection. Even if the
official inspection is timed to take place after the last bulletin at 6.50am, it is much appreciated
by myself, John Phillips, Paul Smith and Derek Thompson at talkSPORT to have an insight into
what has happened overnight so that prospects can be provisionally flagged up at 6.50am. In
addition to talkSPORT we also update the PA (includes Teletext), SIS, Racing Post and numer-
ous other local and national radio stations on going reports and inspections each morning.

Please call th@7917 127 30before 6.40am on the morning of racing (this includes Saturdays

& Sundays).
Lizzie Lea



